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1. The BRITOM DESCAIB'D; or, a Fourne thro? 


Wales : Being a pleaſant Relation ot D--n Sur = 


Journey to that antient Kingdom, and remark- 
able Paſſages that occur'd on the Way. Alſo many 
choice Obſervarions, and notable Commemora- 
tions, concerning the State and Condition, the 


Narure, Humours, Manners, Cuſtoms, and 


mighty Actions, of that Country and People. 


II. Fo Txzx1P to Nox TH-WALES, by a Barriſter of | 


the Temple, 


III. A F * Sermon, preach'd by the Parſon of 
Langwillin. 


IV. Ihe Welchman's Warning-Piece. A Sermon, 


preach'd by Shon ap Morgan. 
V. The Welch School-Maſter, by Dr. K. -g. 


VL MuscieuLA; or, the Welch Movss-Taar, | 


à Poem, in Latin and Engliſh. 


The Whole illuſtrated with Copper Plates ſuitable to 
each Subject. 
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Sir Richard Wenman, Bart. 
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N AVIN G had the Honour to be em- 


ploy d in a Negotiation between an 
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Engliſh Gentleman and the Ancient » 
Britons, I was not only upon the Borders, and 1 
(as it were) the Limbs of Wales, but have tra- 
velled through the very Bowels of the Coun- 
try, In which Journey there did ſalute me ſo 
many Occurences worthy of Obſervation, 
that I could not forbear a Deſcription of them, 

and preſenting you with the (as I may ſay) 

Wallography of my Voyage. | i 

I make bold to.imitate one Alexander of 10 

Greece, who ſtill, as he went aragooning about 74 
the World, deſcribed the Wandering, and 3} 
(as it were) the * Tom Coriatiſm of his Expe- 

A 2 ditions 3 

* Tom Coriat was a whimſical Traveller, who, in 
King James's Time, beat upon the Hoof about two 
or three thouſand Miles, and returned home as very 


a Coxcomb as he went out. See his Travels calPd 
his Crudities. | 
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iv The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


_ ditions; only in this I ſhall differ from him; 


— 


whereas he gave only a bare Image and Por- 
traiture of the Country, I ſhall draw the 
Character of the Inhabitants, and ſhall not 
only expreſs in a Map or Table the mere 
Picture of the Place, and tell you that here 
ſtands one Town, and twenty Miles off ſtands 
another: But my Deſign is to give you a 
Narrative of what I obſerved concerning the 
Nature of the Soil, and of the Inhabitants, 
their Original, Perſons, Diet Apparel, Lan- 
guage, Laws, Cuſtoms, Policy, &c. 

But what Need I go ſo far as Macedonia for 
a Pattern, ſecing we have ſo many Precedents 
at home? For one tells us in Folio, that he 
hath becn at Conſtantinople ; another that he 
hath been at Vienna; a third, that he hath 
been in Spain; and why may I not tell the 
World in OFfawo, that I have been in ales ? 
When a Fellow hath cither a Maggot in his 
Pate, ora Breeze in his Tail, that he cannot 
fix long in a Place ; or perhaps, when he 
hath entitled himſclf by ſome Miſdemeanours, 
either to the Pillory or Gibbet, to aiſinherit 
himſelf of his deſerved Right, he ffirts into 
Holland, or is tranſported into ſome foreign 


Country; where, converſing a little while, 


he thruſts into the World the Hiſtory of his 
Adventures, he varniſbeth over his Baniſhmenr, 


with the Name of Travels, and tiles that 


his Recreation which was, indeed, his Puniſh- 


ment, and ſo digniſies a Ramble by the Name 


of Journey. He tells what Vonder ments have 
ö 


The Epiſtle Dedcatory. v 
ſurpriz'd him, what Fragments of Antiquity 
have amazed him, what Structures have ra- 
viſh'd him; what Hills have tir'd him; in a 
Word, he is ig with Deſcriptions, and 
obliges you with the Narrative of all his 
Obſervations and Notices ; ſceing every one, 
almoſt, that hath bur antruſsd in a foreign 
Country, will have his Voyage recorded, and 
every Letter Carrier beyond Sea would be 
thought a Drake or a Cavendiſb: 1 thought 
with myſelf, why may not I have the Liber- 
ty of relating my Journey, and of communi- 
cating my Obſervations to Mankind. I muſt 
confeſs, my Pilgrimage was not far, but per- 
haps it was checquered with as great Variety, 
both of Pleaſure and Peril, as a longer Pro- 
greſs; neither are my Remarks very ſolemn 
and ſtately, but yet they were ſuch as gra- 
tify*'d my Curioſity, and pleaſed my Humour, 
as well as the Obſervations of longer Journals. 

Such as they are (Sir!) I humbly crave 
Leave to devote them to your Peruſal, as 
the moſt ſignal Teſtimony of that venerable 
Eſteem I have for you. I wave your Panegy- 
rick, and forbear to rhetoricate, or to T 
ſeant in your Praiſe, You are too copious a 
Subject even for the moſt tfranſcendant Ora- 
tory. I like not to diſplay your perſonal 
Accompliſhments, which are ſo eminent and 
conſpicuous already in the World. I know 
an Attempt of that Nature would be too 
great a Yjolence to your Modeſty, and I am 
ſure too hard a Task for my Capacity. My 
preſent 


| of The Epiſtle Deaicatory. 


preſent Buſineſs (Sir) is to put this little 
Book into your Hands, and to deſire you to 
bonour the Author in accepting, and to divert 
yourſelf in reading of it; for, poſſibly, you 
may find ſo much Comedy in this Walk, as 
may diſpoſe you to ſmile away an Hour in 
the Peruſal of it. The Relations are not 
common and ordiniary, and perhaps as plea- 
ſant as they arc rare and unuſual. I do not 
know that any Traveller, ſegging in the 


| ſame Road, hath given the ſame Account 


of Things, or hath made the ſame Deſcrip— 
tions which I here preſcnt you with; ſo 


that my Remarks are ſpick and ſpan new, 


and if they are vidiculous they are not unlike 
the Perſons upon whom they are written. 
For the Welſh People are a pretty odd Sor? 
of Mortals, and I hope I have given you a 
pretty odd Character of them, and ſo think 
I am pretty even with them for Odaneſs. 

Taphy is obſerved to be a trickiſh Animal, 
that hath a Vein of Jackpuddini/m running 
thro” all his Actions, and theretore I thought 
it not improper to (ſprinkle here and there 
ſomewhat of the Blue-Facket, and to Merry- 
Andrew my Progrels a little farther, as I wear, 
with jocund Oblcryations, that the Hiſtory 
might be agreeable to the Matter it treats of. 
So that it a Melſpman is a Jeſt, as all the 


World account hima living Pun, a walking 


Conundrum, and a breathing Witticiſm; then 
have | made one Joke upon another. 


Iam. 


8228 — SY 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. vii 


I am not inſenſible that Papers of another 
Nature and Complcxicn are more agreeable 
to the Character you bear in the, World; 
Machiavel and Locke, ot ſome Di 
Maxims of Policy, would be a mo 
able Subject for your Contemplation: 
(Sir!) I pretend not to inſtruct you for the 
Parliament. houſe, but to divert you by the 
Fire. ſide. 

Now, for the Concluſion of all; if there 
are any good Things in Wales, the Enjoyment 
whercot is worth the wiſhing you, I pray 
Heaven to crown you with the Fruition of 
them: But poſſibly it may be a Province 
not much crowded with Bleſſings; may you 
therefore flouriſh in the Affluence of good 
Engliſh Mercics z may you always poſleſs 
— Engliſh Riches, Health and Honours, 


and all other Happineſſes and Proſperities of * 


our own Nation! 
Jan, 
(Worthy Sir !) 
Tour 


Very humble Servant, 
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The BRITON Deſcribed; or, a Four- 
ney through W ALES. 


PON the Firſt of June, having taken 

leave of my Friends, and received a Meſ- 
ſage, a little tiny Errand to be uttered 
by Word ot Mouth, together with a 
Letter to be delivered into the Hands of one of 
the moſt Reverend Taphies, I began ro. have ſome 
Thoughts about rigging myſelf out for my intend- 
cd Voyage; and to that End, I ſpatterdaſh'd my 
Legs with a Pair of Cuckold's Boots, and cither 
adorn'd or furniſh'd my Hand with a battooning 
Cudgcl; and having entertained in my Retinue a 
whole Diſtick of Spaniels, 

Upon the Fourth of Fane I rurn'd one Side upon 
London, and the other towards ales, the Country 
which was to be the Period and Term of my Jour- 
ney. We travelled all that Day with much Plea- 
ſure, being treated, as we went, with the Delicacies 
of Nature: The Air was kind and ſeſt; the Fields 
were trim and ueat; the Sun benign and cheriſhing ; 
the whole Creation was obliging ; and, from every 
Thing we met, we received a Civility; ſo that this 
firſt Day paſs'd over with much Satisfaction. I do 


not remember that we ſaw any thing remarkable, 


unleſs *rwas a Fellow driving a tir'd Cow, whoſe 
ſlow Motion he now and then quicken'd by wring- 
ing the Pendulum of her Tail, and (as it were) cur- 
ling it into a Screw; he zwined her forward, and 
bor'd the Air with this living Augre; methought 
a very pretty Trick, to make a Wimble of his Beaſt, 
and a handſome Way to intinuate her along, and to 
improve her Pace. Twas far beyond the Court- 
ſhip of a Whiſp of Hay, in regard Fear urges more 
than Hattery can allure, and all Creatures are more 
ready to caſe their Backs, than to fill their Bellies : 
O how Scorpions, pretty crabbedly applicd. will 
make a Thing caper, and increaſe his Career far be- 
yond the Temptation of on and Marmalade ! and a 
| Cat 
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2 Ve Briton. Deſcribed ; or, © 
Cat of Nine-tails will drive better than a Diſh of 
SWCCt=mcears can invite and draw. This was the 
Method the Bumpkin us'd to advance the progreſſive 
A otien ot he Animal; whichindecd is far different 
from the Cuſtom and Practice of the Croatiaus; for 
whereas this Man made his Beaſt proceed by thruſt- 
ing at oe End, the Tail, they make their tir'd Jades 
jogg on by putting at the other, the Fore-tep. We 
began to tubſcribe to Carte/ins's Opinion, that Ani- 
mals were Engines; for, *tis like, the Clzck=work of 
the Cow was ſomewhat diſorder'd, and the Machine 
(like a Jack) was run down and ſtood ſtill, till this 
Artiſt wound it up, and ſet the Movements a going. 

Being indifferently retreſh'd by the Virtue of 
that Pattage, we went forward very couragioutly, 
and, after a little time, were preſented with the Proſ- 
pect of another Scene, which was laid in a Meadow 
by a River-ſide, where we overtook a Rat cather 


and a Fiſherman diſputing Precedency, and the Pre- 


eminency of their Profeſſions. The Rat- catcher 
argued, that his Calling was more worthy, in re- 
gard the Object of his Art was a vocal Creature, 
whereas that of the Fiſherman's was dumb and ſlient; 
beſides, Rats are educated in Courts and Palaces, 
are moſt choicely bred, and have a more delicate 
Diet than Fiſh to feed on; plentiful Reverſions of 
Roaſt and BoiPd, luxurious Fragments, and the 
magnificent Ruins of Pudding and Paſty, are their 
common INiſhes; only ſometimes they pop on a Piece 
of Bread and Butter, not of ſo wholeſome a Reliſh, 
that is, a little 4r/enick ſpread for them on the 


Frencher of a Chip; theſe are the Viands of this do- 


m-ſtick Vermin; whereas Worms and Flies, and 
vile Inſects, and pop a Hook to boor, are the 
beſt Fare that is eaten by Fiſhes, The Fiſherman 


replied, that Fiſh themſelves. were Food for Men, 
but it was never known that Rats were in Seaſon, 
unleſs in the Extremity of a Siege or Famine. 


We lett theſe Fel 


det 
* 7 


very hot in Controverſo, 
8 which 


which could not be decided, and paſs'd on, till at 
length we arrived to a little Knor, or Aferiſiu of 
Houſes ſtanding, or rather lying, on the Crump of a 
Hin, rais'd ſomewhat proudly above the ordinary 


Level; and, methought, look'd down with ſome- 


what of Diſciain upon the humble Vallies. Who 
was the Founder of this Hamiet is not certainl 
known, but we perceiv'd the Thacker had becn a 
great Benefactor. As tor the Nativity of the Place, 
the Foundation was laid under an unfortunate Cu- 
figuraiion of the Heavens; ſo that the 7inkers and 
Coblers, and the Dregs of Mankind that dwelt there, 
expected not Proſperity, nor hop'd to be advanc'd 
and ſublimatad into the Flower ot the People. The 
main Stre/5 of Government lay upon the Shoulders of 
a tingle Man, who was a Bear-ward by Oſſice, and, 
being the moſt ſubſtantial Perſon, was thought fit to 
be inveſied with the ſole Authority of the Ton- 
ſhip; a moſt proper Magiſtrate for ſuch wild Sa- 
vages! We obſerv'd that this Village had as many 
Ways into it, as it had Ways out of it, which were 
equal in Number to the Points of the Compaſs. 
The purling Brook that crawl'd by it, the reeking 
Dunghill that breath'd within it, the crook-back'd 
Elm that ſtands cringing near it, and the Pack/addle 
Steeple that ſtood /quiyring over it, mad? a pretty 
Draught of an handſome Lanaskip. 

The Inhabitants of the Place were much addict- 
ed to the Vice of Stealing ; every thing /licks to 
their pitchy Fingers, and they have ſuch an attrac- 
tive Virtue, that where=ever they come, all Things 
trot after the Magnetiſm of their Perſons. A Fel- 
low ſquotting upon a Cricket, in a Room we were 
in, and riſing up from his Scat, che Stool on a ſud- 
den (as it tack'd to his A—c) immediately march'd 
after him, to the great Amazement of the Woman 
of the Houſe, who did not ſuſpect that his Bu 
had Hands, or that her Stool to nimbly could have 
us'd its Legs, Another efpying a Cylizder of Bag- 
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4 The Briton Deſcribed ; or, 
pudding, pretty thick in the Waiſt, lolling upon 
_e Labic, whilſt the Hoſteſs turn'd her Back, in the 
very Twink/ing of her Head, procu/5s'd it into Fob, 


and ſo th owded its Dimenſions into a ſecond Bag. 


The aprroaching Night, and our wearied Limbs, 
compell'd us to lodge among theſe Tenements, 
having almoſt worz out ourſelves by tedious Travel, 
we reiolv'd here to repair our Breeches: but, alas! 
this mending (I allude ro Tayloriſin) was little better 
than mcer Botching. Hor, whereas we thought to 
have renew'd Nature, and to ha; e recreated our Pa- 
lates with the pleaſant Wholſomeneſs of Rural De- 
lcacies, we could ſcarce fo much as even patch her 
up with the harden Accommodations of a red - letticd 
Inn; the Foretop of a Carrot, and a few partch'd 
Peaſ-, where our choiſeſt Provender, which filled 
our Cavitics {o tull of Wind, that we thought we 
had got the Four Quarters in our Bellies, which 
made ſuch Sqzibs of our Breeches, that (like the 
Filth of November, we were continually diſcharg- 
ing of / ockets and Crackers. 

The next Day dreſs'd with Aurora, nay, before 
ſhe had put on her Indian Gown, we ſet out with 
the Sun, who, bearing us Company but a little 
while, withdrew into an Apartment behind a Cloud, 
at whoſe Abſence the Heavens, frowning and con- 
tracting their Brows, did preſently fall a crying, 
and wept ſuch plentiful Showers of Tears, that 
they moiſten'd our Skins with the Deluge of their 
Grief: But that which'terrified us moſt of all, was 
Hater, which we ſaw of ſeveral Colours, ſometimes 
red. and ſometimes back; which put us in mind of 
thoſe prodizious Rains the Philoſophers ſpeak of, 
Blcod and Ink; but overtaking a Collier and a Red- 
Oker Man, we perceiv'd *twas the Diſtillations of 
their Budgets. But that which gave Niugs to Time, 
and made it fly merrily while we were in the Com- 
pany of theſe Vagrants, were the frequent Quar- 
re!s that were breach between them, which, at 

| length 
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length, were improv'd into ſevere Buffetings. The 


Olject of both their Occupations hes hid in the 


Earth, and they work like Moles, whoſe Employ 
is unger-ground, and (like:? certain Fiſh) they take 
their Coiour trom the Place they converſe in. The 
Collier thump'd, with T-y#urimg-Fitt, the red Man 


black; and the red Man dy'd wich Vermilion Blow 


the black Man red; ſo that we never faw betore 
ſuch a Party-co/our's Combat, ſuch a Foo!'s-coated 
Conflict, wherein the ſtout Champions were ſo mu- 
tually diſguis'd, that they ſeemed to be Amphituo d. 
and to be wholly transform'd into each others Per- 


ſon. 


After ano 


ther Day's Travel in Duſt and Sun, we 


ſaluted a good handſome Town, nor a little reſem- 
bling in Crookedneſs a middle-1iz'd Shoeing-Horm ; 
at the Entrance into it, the Uncarpetneſs, as I may 
ſay, of the Floor, or, in other Words, the Un- 
- evenneſs ot the Streets, ſomewhat diſlocat ing the Po- 
ſition of our almoſt tripp'd=-up Feet, had like to 
have demoliſhed us, and to have thrown us .down 
backward ; but to prevent the Solici/m of killing the 
Place at the wrong End, we recovered our Fall, and 
went bolt upright into the Naval of the Corpora- 


tion, where there was ſuch an 4/embly of Provi- 


ſion as repreſented a Market, which was unhappily 


diſturb'd by an untortunate Accident ; for.a certain 
Bull, of an uncertain Man, having miſtaken his | 
and taken Pepper in the Noſe inſtead of Suu, a 


Box 


nd 


being inrag'd and heated by the Virtue of the Spice, 


took a risk about the Croſs, and emptied by his 


Ramble all Stalls and Panniers; ſo that this risk 
Cuſtomer made a ſcrambling Kind of Dinner for the 
whole Country, who was riding upon one another's 


Backs for Viands and Booty, 
among the Rains of Bakers, Victuallers, and Co- 


ſtermongers. We were inform'd that this Town 


and was tumbling 


was much infeſted with the unwelcome Viſitants, 


Rats and Mice; inſomuch that the Inhabitants have 
| a Rat- 
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6 The Briton Deſcribed ; or, 
a Rat-catcher at a certain Penſion, as the only Talis- 
man againſt ſuch noxious Vermin. 
Having left this Town behind us, we came to | 
a Mood on our Lett-hand, nigh unto which was a 1 
diſcontented Fountain murmuring as it run (we did 
not enquire at what) and baubling torth ſeemingiy 
much Diſſatisfaction. This Wood was a prom/cu- 
ous Raible of all Vegetables. A Tj hroug ot Trees 
of all Ranks and Qualities; we refreth'd ourſelves 
a little under this natural Arbor, and being pretty 
chearful in this Circumſtance of Place, one ot our 
Caravan began to expreſs his Joy in ſome Notes of 
Mufick, who, as ſoon as he began to ſtrike up with 
his Pipe (thinking he had but one) he preſently 
received it to be multiplied into an Organ, and 
wonder'd (with the Bumpkin that pull'd at the 
Bellows) that he had ſo much Harmony in him. 
For you mult. know, hereabouts dwelt a Thing 
called an Eccho, who, as ſoon as ſhe heard but So, 
Fa,, whipp'd, ſhe improv'd the Melody into a Noſe 
and Concert; and preſently increas'd thoſe ſingle 
Notes into the whole Gamut; and moſt neatly 
play d the Wag with the Zail of his Voice; being 
a very pretty Softer, that ſings well by the Kar, 
But while Lug was ſolac'd with the tattling Rever- 
beration of Voice, our Eyes wereraviſh'd with a moſt 
delicate proſpect, for here was a molt pleaſant cham- 
ion Piece of Ground, which, extending and roamin 
itſelf ſome Furlongs in Length, was turnifh'd with 
all the Excellency that ever commended the moſt 
tranſporting Ely/ium ; the Air was Jallaby'd, as tilt 
and quiet as dormant Infant; the Day was orient, 
brighr, and clear; the Earth, like a Forefter, was 
clad in Green: The Figure of this Field was a 
Parallelogram, the Stile was ſituate South-Eaſt 
by North, and conſiſted of a Climax of three Rails, 
1 over which we convey'd ourſelves by Elevation of 
if: Leg; near the Entrance into the Meadow, we ob- 
ſerved an Hole or Caſement in the Hedge, which 
| | we 


A Tourney through Wales. 7 
we perceived the Hogs had oftentimes threaded; but 
the Hedges had g/az'd it with a Pane of Furz. 
Having ambled over ſome Furlongs on this, as 
it were, Newmarket Heath, we perceiv'd it to de- 
generate, and to go worſe and worle, and, Jike 
an handſome Neck of Mutton, to determinate in the 
Unevenneſs of a Rock, or Scrag. A little while 
after we winded a Cordtwainer, who (as he told us) 
was newly recover'd from a ſad Miſcbauce; for, 
walking careleſly, one Day he happened to have a 
Fall, and to yquet his Breech upon an Hedge-hog, 
which he carried away as cleverly (it clinging to 
his Buttock) as if he had fat upon a Ball ot his 
Wax ; whether there is a Sympathy between a 
Sheemakers's Tail, and the Skin of an Urchin, or 
whether the Br//t/cs of the Creature enter'd the 
Pores of his Backſide, we liſt not to decide that 
Controverſy now; but, however, the Mortal com- 
plain'd that it was an uneaſy Cuſhion, and that that 
Spinny of Awls had made a Cullender of his A : 
But being not much concern'd at the Cerebro/ity of 
his /evy Bum, the [lot-boles whereof being not 
very deep, we went together, till we arrived to 
the Roughneſs of the foremention'd Downs, which 
did ſomewhat decline into an uneven Precipice,whoſe 
craggy Stairs, as ſoon as we had deſcended, we 
ſtumbled upon an Houſe, or a Dunghill modell'd 
into the Shape of a Cottage,whoſe outward Surface 
Was ſo all-to-be-negro'd with ſuchſwarthy Plaiſter, 
that it appcar'd not unlike a great Blot of Cow- 


turd : This Structure ſtradled over about eight 


Ells of Ground, above the Surface whereof the 
Eves were advanc'd about twoYards, and the Chim- 
ney 7x7 out about a Foot above the Eves; the 
Light flow'd in through the old Circumference of a 
bottomleſs Peck: which, being ſtruck in the Thatch, 
ſupply'd the place of an Orbicular Caſement. The 

oor- Way was a Breach in the Wall towards one 
End, which being of a dwarfiſh Size, i. e. two 


Foot 


is en * 2 — — 8 "ILL — . 
— ks * 1 3 
£9, 7. - 


- * 

— — — — — 
ies. Fm ot 
—_ 


n 
n : a — 
EIS En I. Me 7 
* - a 
wi. KF TT, A IL — —A 
— — a> = * P. 


—— 
ko VERY. SY IS 
4 5 — 


n. 
c * 
— by 


— 2 


= 


— 
—— 
* - 


37, 


> Se ITE 
rr 


Lu > i# 
» FS 
7 * x 


8 The Briton Deſcribed ; or, 
Foot lower in Stature than an ordinary Man, we 


were forced to abridge our Dimenſions, and to 
creep in. The Parlor, Hall, Kitchen, i. e. one 


Room within, was prettily adorn'd with the Poetry 


of Ballads; a crippled Pipkin with a broken Shin, 
near allied to a Diſh of the fame Matter; a vocal 
Spoon with a W hiltle at the End; and a / Cradle 
rceliag in the Corner, methought, were a pretty 
Sorts of Goods, and not unhand/ome Furniture. A 
whole Litter of Children was firew'd upon the 
Floor; only one Mop-headed Boy was tripos'd on a 
Cricket, and blew the Fire; the carv'd Mantlc- 
tree ſeem'd to be defended by a little wooden Fel- 
low, furiouſly ftrutting in an Oaken Cloak: And 
we perceiv'd the Window was endors'd with the 
Picture of a Fly. We obſcry'd that the bu/ky Cup- 
board was a Nuſance to the whole Family of Houl- 
hold ſtuff, which it had mightily diſobliged by en- 
trenching on their Liberties, they grudging it ſo 
much Room, and indeed the Table, Bed, and 
other Utenſils have ſuffer' ed a little Detriment by 
its injurious Contiguity. We had a Proſpect of whole 
Territories about this Building, which, though not 
large, yet were exceedingly well fortified; a little 
Hedge being a Palliſado on one Side, and a narrow 
Trench inſtead of a Bulwark, on the other: The 
Continuity of the Mound was violated by a Notch in 
the Corner to ſet a Style in, over which, When we 
had paſſed, we eſpied a Bank like a little Hybla, 
capp'd with a Hive of Bees, which this ſmall Eden 
curiouſly carv'd, and (as it were) quintun'd into a 
Knot, did feaft with the Moiſture of its delicious 
Flowers. Leaving the Phyla#erres of this Yard, 
we met the Good Houſewife of this little Tene- 
ment with her Tipper briſtling, her Mouth mump- 
ing, and her Hands kvitting ; the had a Cade Lamb 
at her Rear, attending upon her, and a Kitten in 
the Van, conducting her Home. | 
We followed our Noſes from hence, and were 
5 directed 


A Fourney through Wales. 9 
directed by the Clue of a long Hedge; which, af- 
ter a great Exteut in Length, we found to be tagg 
with a rough Lane; turning from which, a lite to- 
ward the Right, we overtook a Church ſtanding 
(like an Ace) and moping by itſelt, at ſome Di- 
ſtance from the Town; which, whether it run from 
the Pariſh, or the Pariſh from it, we are not as 
yet informed, though we have moſt Reaton to 
ſuſpect the latter; in Regard as to outward Ap- 
pearance, the weak Conſtitution of the Fabrick 
ſcem'd not much to be addicted to run. It ſeem'd 
to be very crazy, and had a Muff ler of Ivy, which, 
we preſume. were inſtead of Crutches; for, whereas 
that feeble Vegetable is uſually he by the Walls 
:: clings to, we believe it was the Buttreſs here to 
ſupport the Walls. But having ſadden'd our Aſ- 
ee with the melancholy Looks of this deſolate 

emple, we took our Leave of it, and ſhot direct- 
ly down a Balk upon that prophane Town to which 
it feemed to ſtand related. At our firſt Salutation 
whereof we chanced to pop into a dapper A e- 
houſe, mightily ſtuffed. with a huge Hoſteſs, whoſe 
Moiſture diſtilling through the Pores of her Body, 
and being ſomewhat turn'd thro' exceſſive Heat, 
ſtruck our ofactive Nerves with ſo great a Sower- 
neſs, that we had quite been overcome with this Ve/- 
ſel of Vinegar, had the not too much jogg'd herſelf 
by an unhappy Fall, and ſpilt a great Quantity of 
her unctious Liquor. 

The Shoemaker conjectured that ſhe had loſt a- 
bout five or fix Pounds / Averdupois from her Rear 
behind, and preſently concluded, that ſhe was 
in great Danger of hanging all a-one /ide, unleſs 
ſome charitable Perſon ſhould poize her with Thruſt 
of a//iſting Noſe. We had ſcarce primed our Pipes, 
but in comes a Law-Fobber, accompanied with the 
Bum-brafber, or Schoolmaſter of the Place, who, 
after ſome Time, took Occaſion to ſhew their Skill 
and Breeding at er but (Thanks 1 the 

| cars 
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10 The Briton Deſcribed , or, 
Stars) without any Danger to their Profeſſions ; for 
they did not ſo much aim at the Head, as level 
their Fury at each others Hee/s, where their Know- 
ledge was ſuppoſed not to lie, though ſome hold 
that they have as much Learning at one End, as 
they have at the other. The moſt remarkable Thing 
in this Village was a Carrot-pate Houſe at the Po- 
fteriors of the Town; it was covered with Tile, 
and was curiouſly contrived after the Halian Mo- 
dels. The Maſterithat did animate, or the *ey]a:xia of 
of this Stone Carcaſs (they told us) was lately dead: 
His Diſtemper was a 2yarrel between his Belly 
and his Back; the one being burſten took Pet and 
run away from the other, ſo that the poor Man, be- 
ing at a Loſs for a Place to put his Victuals in, 
dy'd with a Conceit. 

St. Criſpiu's Diſciple, having a Miſtreſs in this | 
Lordſhip, and being almoſt within the Atmoſphere | 
of her 2 began to wind her, and had a 
great Tendency to the Place where ſhe was; ſo 
that I might as ſoon expect that a Stone ſhould fall 
beyond the Center, as that this gentle Craftſman 
ſhould budge further; wherefore nothing was ex- 
pected now but an immediate Divorce from each 
others Company; but before we parted, he obliged 
me with the Proſpect both of her Perſon and For- 
tune. As for the firſt, as ſoon as I ſaw it, I had 
greater Reaſon to cengratulate my Eyc-ſight than 
I had before; for ſhe was bleſs'd with a moſt ra- 
wiſhing Aſpect, and a ſnug Face, moſt prodigiouſly 
grac'd. with a dainty fine Noſe faſten'd in its Mid- 
dle; which is not like ſome Snouts that look more 
upon one Cheek than they do upon the other, but 
ſhews equal Reſpect to both, not at all diſobligin 
the Right by eering too much on the Left. Id 

then Be her Eyes, they are excellent at twiring, 
and will be ſure ty keep her Noſe /afe (III war- 
rant you) for one looks: 6ye way, and the other 
another. The Woman had a Mouth too, which 
W as 


—— —  — * *⁵ẽ p— 


was ſomewhat bigger than that of a Musket, tho? 
not twice as big as the capacious Bore of the blue 
Noggin. This Mouth ſhe put but to ene Le, and 
that's the ſame that we put ours to, that is, to eat 


three or four Meals in a Day; for it ſeems, where- 


as other Women often uſe theirs in prating and 
twatling, we perceiv'd that this /av'@ her Mouth, 
and ſpoke through her Noe. As we have given 
you the Picture of her Perſon, ſo now let's 
preſent 2 with a Landskip of her Fortune. As 
tor her Lands, that is, Pafture-Ground and Mea- 
dow, we could not diſcern, but that _ a Spot 
upon the Globe) they took but little Room upon 
the Surface of the Earth, and {like the Poſſeſiions 
of Alcibiades) were but a little Speck to the World. 
A little Muck would dung her Fallow; one high 
Table T-— (to ſpeak in the Oxford Dialect) will 
much enrich it, and an Ear of Corn will go near 
to ſow it; 'tis like ſhe hath Graſs enough tor a 
Couple of Rabbets. Having ſurvey'd the Para- 
mour, and the Portion of this Nivelling Cobler, 
after a ſingle Sip of Sixes out of a Tin Pot, and 
a Treble Go-down out of a Cup of Double; after 
a right Line Scrape with Jeft Leg, and uncouth 
dofiigg of a bad Bonnet, after Aintiug of a Compli- 
ment by Way ot Thanks for his Society, attended 
by his Coblerhood to the Confines of a Yard, at 
the claſping together of two lowering Gates in the 
Preſence of a corpulent and burly Elm, I ſolemnly 
took Leave of my fellow Traveller. Aiter his 
Departure, I was forced to beguile away the Time 
in the ſhady Solitude of filent '1 houghts, which be- 
fore I ſpent in the brisker Entertamnment of Diſ- 
courſe and Dialogue: I had not long buſied my 
Faculties with inward Speculations, bur ] met with 
Variety of Objects courting with their Flatreries, 
my almoſt diſtracted Contemplations. I ſaw three 
Stones ſo artificially ſet, that they repreſented the 
Figure of a convenient Sie. Mcrhought the 
C 3 Archi- 
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12 The Briton Deſcribed; or, 


Architecture of it was very curious; for one Stone, 
about a Foot ſquare, being placed perpendicularly 
upright, its Northern Extremity was croſs'd by 
another at right Angles; on the other Side where- 
of, was erected another Perpendicular correſpondent 
to the former. The Poſition of theſe Materials 
made a pretty Fabrick, over which a Man might 
commodiouſly paſs; its ſurface was ſmooth, not 
tufted with Snags, which are always catching and 
ſnarling at your Cloaths, to the great Di/zui/e and 
Damage of your Breeches; about two Yards Di- 
ſtance there was a Croſs delved in the Earth, which 


ſcemed either an Argument of Popiſh Superſtition, 


or a Sign or Mark of the Pariſh Slvidge. 
Departing from hence, we mov'd through a Cloſe 
very populous with Mutton; there being (as it 
were) a whole Academy of Sheep ſeizing on a Hay- 
Rick, not bottled out into Commons, but geome- 
trically carved into good ſexangular Luncheons. 
»Twas Foot-cloathed (as it were) with Straw 
near five Yards about, upon which were tumbling 
a Hag-piper, and an Horus, who wantoned ſo long 
til! ((ike Dogs) at laſt their Play determined in a 
fhirp Conflict. The Man of Muſick buftetted the 
Juggler to ſome Tune, who adding two or three 
Howls to the Netes of his Drone-Pipe, by cleanly 
Conveyance, did vaniſh from him. The Piper ap- 
peared of a tawny Complexion, his Noe bending 
with an Arch upward; his Eyes, being ſomewhat 
hollow, ſeemed to increaſe the Promontory of his 
jetting Forehood. In a Word, there was Charm 
enough in his Aſpect; he was well built, his whole 
Frame and Contexture was /weet and regular; I muſt 
needs ſay, I have ſeldom met with any handſomer 
Model or Platform of a Man. But though his Per- 
ſon was neat and uniform, yet his Habit and Harb 
was full of Deformity, and there were as many 
 Solecifins and Incoberencies on theſe, as there were 
Comrrauines and Beauty commendable in that. He 
| wore 
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Journey through Wales. 13 
wore a Miſcellany of Apparel, a Gallimafry of 
Cloaths; as I humbly concetve it was a Tythe Suit, 
compoſed of various and ſeveral Sorts ; ſuch a Club 
of Rags, and Rendezvous of Fragments, muſt 
needs be a Collection (like the Jerkin of the Jay) 
of ſeveral Feathers from divers Birds. His Doub- 
let (Which indeed was but one great Patch in 
Folio) was very heterogenous from the reſt of his 
Attire ; he had worn his Lappets into perfect Fringe 


| (fo that he ſeemed to be ſurrounded with the Rem- 


nant of a Curtain) and had hin his Elbows into 


their firſt Principles. It was of a Mouſe-Colour 


Hue, and (as near as I could gueſs) it appeared 
to be the Reſult of an old Cloak; both its firſt 
Crop and Latter-Math too were both worn off, and 
it was fo thread- bare that it had almoſt foundered 
three or four of his beſt Lice ; wherefore we ad- 
viſed him to hang it no longer on a Knave's Back, 
but to condemn it to the Houſewifery of a Shoe- 
clout. The Relicts that were left of his tatter'd 
Breeches were one Story pendulous below his oat. 
His Inſtrument (like a Gizzard) was tuck'd. under 
his Arm, which, by Shag of Elbow, he did hug 
into Harmony, and /quecze out of its Womb moſt 
raviſhing Ditties. We made but few Remarks on 
the Perſon of the Juggler, only we thought it 


appear'd to be ſomewhat /eathy ; his Noddle was 


ſhrouded under the Patronage of a colleped Hat, 
whole indented Margin, being ſomewhat trail, de- 
clined from the Equality of an horizontal Po ſition 
and flapping inward on both Sides, and hugging 
his Ears, forced the poor Man to look as it were 
through a Spout. He had a Bunch of Ribbond in 
his Hand, which poſſibly might be the Effect of 
his laſt Vomit; for we ſupp 5 having had a Sur- 
feit of Silk-worms, and a Loom in his Throat, he 
can diſgorge more at a Caſt; than an ordinary Weaver 
can work in a Week's Time. His little Pointing- 
flick and Tin Diſhes, with other Implements of 
* £ > oo 
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14 The Briton Deſcribed; or, 


his Art, made an horrible Noiſe and Cumbiſtion in 
his Pocket, even to the Terror and Amazement of 
an Humble-Bee, who was rioting on the Luxuries, 
and was wantonly basking on the ſunny Terrace 
of a magnificent Thiſtle. Nay, jthe Jingling of 
his Tackle did alarm an Army of Waſps and Ho- 
netts, which lay encamped hard by under the Roof 
of a ſhady Furz-buſh; theſe made ſuch an Onſet 
on Hocus with their Lanſprizades, that making 
2 Pin- Cuſbion of his Body, they ſtuck it ſo full of 
Needles, that the Pungenc), of their Weapons 
and Artillery, piercing to the Quick, made the poor 
Fellow curvet and elevate himſelf nimbly into two 
or three dancing Capreols. He carry'd on his 
Back as thick a m2 7 of Stings as a Hog of 
Briſtles. He was ſwell'd to a treble Proportion 
beyond what he was; his Hands were grown too 
big for his Pockets, and could have no — 
into thoſe narrow Cloſets. The Circumference of his 
Head was hugely increaſed beyond the Diameter 
of his Hat; ſo that the Convexity of the former 
could not be contained within the Concavity of the 
latter. In a Word, being magnified beyond the 
Fallacy of the beſt Glaſs, his Cloaths were too 
little for his enlarged Dimenſions; ſo that he burſt 
through the Confines of his ſcanty Caſe. Means 
preſently were uſed for levelling of this moun- 
tainous Vagrant and Hideſwol'n; he was imme» 
diately plunged into a Bath of Honey, which, 
though a preſent Cure of his Diſeaſe and Malady, 

et was as great a Cauſe of an Inconvenience as 
dad; for a cerrain Bear, not far off, got his Medi- 
cine in the Wind, and came galloping for a Lick 
of her admired Dainties; which, when the Juggler 
perceived, having loſt, through Fear, the retentive 
Faculty, he adulterat her Diſh by a Mixture of 
ſomewhat that was of the ſame Colonr, though 
not ſo ſweet. The Juggler Hoof d it away with a 
winged Speed; the Bear, with a Pair up * a 
| + Falk 
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Journey through Wales. 15 
Pair down, moſt ſwiftly purſued him. We ſtay'd 
not to ſee the Iſſue of the Race, but advanced 
forward in regular progreſſive Motion, who, after 
a little Time, were croſſed by a Rivulet, which 
wriggled along with a crooked Current; over 
which we convey'd ourſelves by Saltation. On the 
other Side of the Bank was a little Arabia of Sand, 
enough (I ſuppoſe) to ſupply all the Hour-glaſſes 
in the Country; nay, perhaps, and that of Time 
too till the laſt Minute: Near this Mountain of 
Sand, lay proſtrate at Length two Iron- Wedges 
contiguous to a Block in Folio, which we ſuppoſed 
was to be rent in Collops, and to become a Fa- 
crifice to hungry Vulcan. There was a numerous 
Family of Chips about it, which were different in 
Shape, Colour, and Bigneſs, ſo that they ſeemed 
not to be the Offspring of the ſame Parent ; they 
lay in a Chaos without any Order; amidſt which 

| Confuſion, the unlucky Gibeonite, that hew'd them, 

i loſt the Head of his Ax: The Decollation whereof 
ſeemed ominous to the Man, and made him ſuper- 
ſtitiouſly leave his Work: Myſelf, and a Couple 
of Gadarens, that were driving Swine, made a dili- 
gent Scrutiny for the Nodale or the Tool, which, 
after ſome time, we perceived to lie entombed 
under the Mauſolium of a good luſty Shaving. 
We did not perceive that it was much damnified 
by its Retirement, only the Dampneſs of its Urn 
did ſomewhat abate and obſcure the Eagerneſs of 
its Edge, and the Luſtre of irs Aſpect. We deliver- 
ed it into the Hands of its Owner, who preſently 
faſtened it to the Shoulders to which it 4id belong. 

After a ſmall Offering of Thanks for our care- 
ful Search, the Swine-herds turned to the Left, and 
we wheeling to the Right, after we had jogg'd 
over ſome few Acres of a phlegmaticł and cold on- 
ſtitution, moſt happily popped on the warmer Turf 
of a plcaſant Corn- field. It was fringed about with 
a Mound of Elder-trees, whoſe ambitious _ 
an 
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and luxuriant Branches gave impregnable Security 

to the neſtling Birds, The Diameter of a Path 

run through the Midſt, whoſe Poles were tranſverſe, 1 

or thwarted the Hinges of the World. It was en- 
viron'd on both Sides with a Sea of Corn, which 
being mov'd by the Breath of Aolus, (that Bel- 
lows ot the World) with a Flux and Reflux was 
there of Waves of Wheat! We paſſed through 
i this Territory and Dominion of Ceres with the 
It moſt exalted Delight. How did that Goddeſs fit 
| in Triumph there? What Crowds of Clients bow- 
1 ing their Ears to her Commands and Dictates? 
ll. Every Land was parted with the Iſthmus of a 
Balk, on ſeveral of which lay the Habiliments of 
the Haryciters; an extended Sleeve of a red 
Waiſt-coaſt, embracing the Collar of a Leathern- 
Jump, and touching the Hem of a grafted Petti- 
coat, preſcnted us with the Idca of a pretty Ward- 
Robe. We went out of this Incloſure through the 
Weſtern Paſſage of a three-railed Gate: Upon 
which there did directly ſhoot the aged Fragments 
of a decripid Wall ; which over-topping our Stature 
in Height and Tallneſs, we were torced to add to 
our Quantity, a Nine-inch Stone, that, raiſing our 
Dimenſions, we might peep over it. There was 
ſcarce any Thing remarkable on the other Side, 
unleſs a vaſt Rolling-pin of human Ordure. It 
was four Inches Diameter, and, probably, diſcharged 
from a —_ Bore, and that near upon the Con- 
fines of a Turf of Wormwood, whoſe bitter Scent, 
mixed with the Unſavourineſs of excrementitious 
Atoms, - breathed a medly kind of Stink, and gave 
but ordinary Entertainment to our offended No- 
ſtrils, Among the Ruins of this Mound, we diſ- 
covered the Snout and ſome other Limbs of a mur- 
thered Dial; it was not ſo defaced, but that we 
could diſcover in its Phy/ioznuomy ſome martyr'd Fi- 
ures, that were yet legible, and there were ſome 
Relicks of Lines that were not puite — 
Time 
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Time, I preſume (being vexed perhaps that it ſhould 
obſerve its Motions) hath ict his Grinders in it, 
and out of Envy and Malice hath quite devour'd 
it. I am apt to think that this Pile of Stones ſtood 
in its native Country, where it was firſt bred, as 
may be conjectured from an adjacent Pillar, whoſe 
Pregnancy (we fancy) produced this Litter of 
Stones, it being the Mother of theſe rocky Babes. 
We advanced to the Orifice of this lapideons M omb, 
where were hewing Mortals, by cruel Midwifery, 
digging out the Offspring of rceming Earth. It 
was an unpoliſb'd Spectacic, and the Workmen were 
as rough and uneven as the Proſpect ; and the Arti- 
ficers were as intractable and and ſtubborn, as the 
Materials or Obje&ts of their Art. Two of the 
moſt brawny Paviers ſtood lolling by the Mattock 
that picked them out, and a ſingle one in a de- 
cumbent Poſture, lay proſtrate at their Feet, whoſe 
Northern Extremity performed the Office of a 
Pedeſtal to the Embrio of a Statue, which was but 
newly hatched, and faſhion'd in a Bed of Sand, 
'The Declevity of a Corner, near the Entrance into 
the Pit, gave — to the Water to ſtagnate into 
a Puddle; through which we did not fail, though 
the Trajection was very ſhort, but fetching a Cir- 
cuit about its Shore, we went out at the Paſſage 
through which we entered. But no ſooner had 
we convey'd ourſelves out of this Hole, but, after 
we had traced over ſome few Furlongs of a gruf/y 
Pavement, a certain Moiety of our Bodies popp'd 
into another, and, a few Steps after, ſome of our 
Feet happened into a third ; and a little while 
after, falling down, our Hands were buricd in two 
more. We wondered who had punched fo many 
Eyelet-holes in the Earth's Skin, till ſeeing Robin 
Run-a-hole ſit mumping (like a Troglodite) in his 
Houſe under Ground, we perceived the Incloſure, 
we were in, was a well peopled Harren We had 
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18 The Briton Deſcribed; or, 
a'Frisk or two after the Inhabitants of the Place; 
but their Heels prevented our Deſign on their Scuts, 
for the Nimbleneſs of the one ſecured them from 
Impoſition ot Salt on the other. The Sanctuary of 
their Burrows, deſended them from the Violence 
of all Per/ecutions. Their Cells were contiguous, 
nay, in ſome Places, they had broken down the 
Partitions, and, by a frequent Burglary, did invade 
the Privacy of each others Apartments. The Dra- 
gon that kept this Garden of Conies, was a Zam- 
zummim in Stature, a ſecond Goliah, whoſe Hand 
was Yuarterſtaff*d with a mighty Beam. They 
told us of an Hercules or two, that came to encoun- 
ter this Keeper, who ('tis ſaid) did ſo onut-clab 
the Yermin, that, inſtead of an Auger- hole, he made 
them Earrh themſelves iu the Aſylum of a Coney= 
hole, The Burrow of the Keeper ſtood near the 
Center of his Dominions, being the Metropolitan Seat 
of that little Nation of Rabbets. The Architecture 
of the Fabrick was not contemptible, being ſtate- 
ly in Height, whoſe Top was crowned with the 
Magnificence of Turrets, whoſe vigilent Loftineſs 
had an Eye to the Security of the circumjacent 
Region. The biggeſt Wonderment we beheld 
about it, was, that its Head did not ſhoot ſo far 
upward into one Element, but its Feet ſunk as low 
downward into another, it ſtanding Knee-deep, 
nay, almoſt up to the Waiſt in Earth, —_— as 
many Stories under Ground as it had above. Whe- 
ther the Bucks or Does were the Pioneers that du 
theſe Cellars, or whether the Architect deſign? 
them on Purpoſe to prevent the Underminings of 
thoſe notable Delvers, we are not ſo well able 
to determine. We eſpied, in a Corner, a wooden 
Stratagen or two on purpoſe to entrap, (we ſup- 
poſed) enſnaring Renard, ſo that that living Gin, 
ſo fatal to Pullen, dy'd himſelf in a Vile, and one 
Trap was trapan'd by another. It was a * 
triy 
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trived Ambuſh, and pretty handſomely victual'd 

with a good luſty Temptation, which ſo wrought 

upon Reynard, that he could not, by any Means, 

reſiſt its Charms, though it is thought he was as 

wiſe a Fox as any in Z#/op, whom we never met 

_ without a Piece of Mortality tacked to their 
ails. 

Having paſs'd the Bounds of this Rabbet- Limbo, 
it was not long before we were embrac'd within 
the Confines of a Spot of Ground like an Orchard; 
for the Ranges of Vegetables gave us a ſhrewd 
Suſpicion that Pomona had had her Reſidence in 
that Place. Here Autumnus ſtood lolling under 
the Preſſure of a Burden, being ſcarce able to bear 


ſo many Mreathes of Fruit. His Head was crowne 


cd ſo that it bow'd with Apples; ſo that ſhaking 
his Ears, as we paſs'd through, he did ſo pelt us 
with a Shower, that the unlading of his Nedale 
made Fractures in our Pates, and rais'd Zumours in 
Sinciput as big as Kentiſh Pippins. The Place was 
pretty populous with Trees, the Sguadrons whereof 
ſeem'd to be well diſciplin'd, ftanding in their 
Ranks, and as it were in Battle-array, like a well 
ordered Army. Here were ſeveral Degrees of 


Vegetables in wonderful Subordination, one under 


anorher, from the Commonality of Shrubs, to the 
Majeſty of a Cedar. Here, were Inferior and Su- 
perior, and (as it were) Digniſyd Fruit- Trees; 
among whom there ſtood a Pear-Tree, 1 füpoſe 
Lord Primate of the Hierarchy. In a South-Weſt 
Corner we eſpy*d a few vermiculating Hops, wrig- 
gling like Worms up the Pyramid of a Pole; 
near which ſtood an Elm-Tree in the Arms of Ivy, 
which hugg'd it ſo cloſe, that it was almoſt iucor- 
porated into it by its clafpiug Embraces. The Po- 
ſteriors of the Elm- Tree were moſt barbarouſly 
chaſtis d by the Prickers of a Bramble, which the 
Breath of Aolus would often move with ſmart 
| D 2 Jerks. 
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J-cks. One of our Company täking an Occaſion 
to paſs by one of theſę untcen Briars, they preſently 
had their Talons, clawing upon his Back, and frighted 
the Man as much as the Buſh did Demoſthenes, 
which, catching him by the Coat, made him (ſup- 
z0ling it to be an Enemy) to cry out for Quarter: 
Bar the Fellow being cas'd in Leather, and the 


Baues of his Coat being Armor-proof againſt 


the Briſtles, and (as it were) Hedgbogiſm f their 
Prickles, they could not, faſten their Fangs in 
his Garment, whercfore (Thanks to his Stars) the 
Man had no Hurt, but was bleſs'd with a great 
Deliverance. Toward the Bottom of this Or- 
chard lay proftrate the Trunk of a ſlain Myrtle, 
and that not tar trom the Verge or Shadow of a 
Cops of Beans, pretty tall in Stature, and well 
branch'd; by the Coverlets we faw there ſhould 
be Beds not far off; I ſuppoſe they were. tho 
Lodging of Carrots, Furnips, and of other Roots. 
There were Cabbages grown to a commendable 
Globofity, the Roundneſs whereof tempted us to a 
Game at Foot-ball; we banded them about ſuffici- 
ently, and made fome of them caper over a Ten- 
foot-wall. One of the Gamſters was hit juſt in 
the Mouth, the Borz whereof, being too little for 
the Bullet, could not receive it into its Orifice; but, 
however, it gelded and damp'd its Fury, ſo that it 
did not retort with Violence to the Injury and De- 
triment af any body elſe. We had fweat longer 
at the Recreation and Olympick Sport of Kicł-Cab- 
bage, had not the Breach of Cloacina) her Habita- 
tion being near) but fo. ſtrong, and was a Nu- 
{and©& uma s. N 

So that being ruck out of our Qnarters, we 
turn'd our Quarters upon the Stink, and traveFd 
over a Grate into a Church- yard: The Track of our 
Path lay between the Manſion Houſe of the Levite 
on the Left-hand, and the Church on the _— j 

chin 
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behind which, towards the South, there flood, or 
lay (we cannot tell which) a Weather-beaten Tomb, 
wich was Morſe-eaten at one End by that Vermin 
Time, that nibbles all Things: It ſeemed to be an 
inverted Hog-rrough turn'd topſy-turvy with its 
Muzzic downward ; but whether it was or not, or 
whcetner it was purpoſely erected as a Monument 
to preſerve the Memory of thoſe Aſhes that laß 
under it, we cannot tell, tho' we have ſome Rea- 
ſon to ſuſpect the former, in regard there were ſo 
many Swine a digging about, who, with the na- 
tural Spades of their Noſes, had almoſt made a Pit- 
Hole for the Stone, and ſo had like to have bury'd ji 
one Grave in another. Here was a whole Herd of N 
Swine a rooting, as if they had been turn'd in on # 
=o rap to root up Chriſtians, as they are in the 

ields in taly to dig up Turfles. A little: Wall 
lay ſculking about this Territory of the Dead, 
which we ſuppos'd was plac'd there as a Bulwark 
to their Aſhes, but it prov'd but a feeble Fence 
againſt the Intruſion of the Lambs, who made fre- 
quent Capreols into this adjacent Dormitory. The 
Mound was rais'd a little, and capp'd with Turf, 
and environ'd with the Hollowneſs of a good hand- 
ſome Dirch; but yet neither Cap nor Ditch could 
keep theſe Animals from Jeap-frogging over them, 
from grazirg in a Charne/-houſe, and from turning 
a Cæmetry of Shades and Ghoſts into a Feeding 
Paſture of hungry Beats. 

We mounted this Wall, and moi'd on towards 
the Weſtern Period of our intended Journey. The 
bordering Cloſe was pimpled with Mole-hills, which 
feem'd but young Protaberances not bliſter'd into 
the Bigneſs of ſome neighbouring Banks. Leaving 
this Ground behind us, we deſcended the Declivity 
of an adjoining Paſture pretty well bearded or 
briſtled with Thorns and Buſhes; and fo paſs'd 
through a Farmer's Yard, where we ſaw an As 
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of Straw, with Swine (inſtead of Snow) a grovel- 
ing a Top on't; which put us in mind of the An- 
bition of Goats, who are always clambering up 
the Crags of Rocks. 'The Weſtern Extremity of 
the Wheat-Hovil ſhot directly up the Barn, an 
Appendix to which ſtood the Apartment of the Hogs, 
over which was perched a Rooſt for Poultry. 

Not far from this Country Tu/tulum ſtood the 
Iſlund of a Houſe in the Embraces of a Moat, 
like Ticho's Uranoberg in the midſt of the Sea; an 
ancient Pile, a reverend Neft of as venerable a 
Bird, which having taken her Flight hath left it a 
Solitude. The greateſt Obſervables were a little 
filent Bell in Duodecimo, which being utterly 


diſtecpleu, hung between the Collops of an old 


Wall, or rather a Mortar invers'd, which had loſt 
its Peſtle, ſo that it was not vocal by Stroke of 
internal Clapper, but by Knocks and Blows of ex- 
terual Hammer. Within the Sound of this Bell 
ſtood a lolling Waſbing-Block: being a wooden kind 


of Anvil, where the She-Vulcans were hammering 


out, with Battle-Door, the Filth of Linen, whoſe 
unctuous Diſtillations were the Ni/e that water'd 
the little Egypt of the adjacent Garden. 

Having mov'd from this Manſion about theee or 
four Furlongs, we paſs'd by the Skirts of a ro- 
tatile Engine, in Shape not unlike an Houſe, be- 
ing pack'd-/ail at Top with a Ridge: It ſeem'd to 
ſtand upon Stilts, and to be a moving Habitation 
like thoſe of the Getes. Twas prefac'd with a 
Portico, into which we aſcended by a Scale of 
Stairs. The whiſtling Wind breath'd a Vertigo in 
its Pate, whoſe Giddineſs, communicating a Mo- 
tion to its Grinders, made it whirlegig the Grain 
into Flower. A little Diſtant from hence, beyond 
a ſmall ſandy Deſart, ſtood a Village, whoſe Steeple 
was in its Center, not unlike the Maſt of a Ship. 
This Tower, as to outward Appearance, had 4 

? Portly 
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Portly Perſon : Yet they told us it had the Imper- 
fection of Dumbneſs ; it having been qiſebelld for 
ſome Years. They were alarm'd to Church by 
the Report of a Muſquet, which the Clerk (being 
an eminent Gunyer) did uſually diſcharge at every 
Man's Door. This Clerk was a Weaver by Trade, 
and had Relation to a Loom, whercin he had 
been ambling for ſeveral Years with one Foot 
up, and the other down, and, with all his T reading, 
had ſcarce got Cloth enough to repair the Breaches 
of his tatter'd Elbows. They told us that his 
Trade and he had lately been at Cuys, and are 
Juſt upon parting, it being ſuch a Limb-wagging 
Profeſſion, that he is not able to cndure the Pe- 
nance of it. This Man had a wonderful Skill in 
ſweeping the Church, and it is thought, could tell 
what a Clock twas at the South Dial as well as moſt 
 Aſtronemers ; he was alſo a pretty Man of his 
Haus for Singing; for when the Tune one Sunday 
had ambled trom him into the Chancel, and had 


almoſt caught a Fall among the Non-ſongfters, | 


really they told us that this table Man gave it 
ſuch a neat Jerk, as that he zwitch'd it into the 
Church ſtrangely. Now, I ſay, for the Clerks to 
have a rare Knack of ſecuring the Hymn from thoſe 
that would ſteal it; oh! 'tis an excellent Thing! 
I he moſt remarkable Things in this Town were 
an Eccle/iaſtical Wall made of ſecular Mud, which 
mounded in the Introduction of the Parſonage: It 
afforded ſecure Harbour to Vagrant Bees, who, 
rendezvouſing here, became a Colony ; they made 
ſo many Cells in it, that it appeared to be the Frag- 
ment of a reverend Henez-Comb. Not far from this 
grew a Tree in Folio, an huge, thick, ſquot Elm, 
pounded within the Circumferences of four Benches, 
which we ſuppoſed to be Seats made on Purpoſe for 
the Poſterus of Spectators, when Whitſun- le is 
ſolemniz'd with Feſtivity of Fiddle, and celebrated 
with Caper after Pipe and Tabor. Imme- 
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24 The Briton Deſcribed; or, 
Immediately after our Departure from this Place, 
Night overtook us, whoſe Sables, eclipſing the 
Splendor of the Day, ſhorten'd our Courſe, and 
crooken'd our Career aſide to look tor a Lodging. 


An happy Retroſpe# oblig'd us with the Proſpect of 


glimmeriig | hatch, which, the nearer weapproacti'd, 
the more viſibly it appear'd in the Shape of an 
Houſe. It was call'd, by way of Irony, a Ca/lle, 
whoſe Governor was a decay'd er, who having 
loſt, through an an/ortunate Hole of his Pockats, 
his Needles and Thimble, thoſe Chettles of his 
Breeches, and Implements of his Vocat ion, was 
reduced to Poverty. The Man was nimble of Foot, 
though a Dwarf in Bulk, fo that nine of ſuch 
might very well club to the elementing of a Man. 
After a ſmall Collation of Tripe and Buttermilk, 
we tripp'd up a Ladder to the Appartments oi our 
ſeveral Cabbins, where with the Poppies of Sleep, 
we refreſh'd- our Noddles, to the great Comfort 
and Satisfaction of our wearied Carcaſſes. Alter 
Valediction to Priclouſe, the next Morning we ſet 
out with the Sun, and had not went above a Mile or 
two, but we heard the Rumour of a fad Diſaſter 
which had lately befallen a Country Corydon, which 
was the Loſs of a whole Pound of Candles, ſup- 
poſed to be ſtollen by ſome Highway Rat at one 
Robbery, The Relations were various as to the 
Manner of the Theft; ſome ſay he carried them 
away behind him, like a Burden of Sticks; others 
ſay, that he hung them by his Side like Bandileers ; 
but moſt agree, that he laid them upon his Shoul- 
der one by one, and ran arm'd away with the Lu- 
minaries as with ſo many Muſquets. We were 
ſomewhat amazed at the Horror of that ſad Story, 
tearing leſt we ourſelves ſhould be a Prey to thoſe 
bold Banditti, who, being pretty greaſy, ſeem'd to 
be a good handſome Bait, and ſo, being miſtaken 


for Rats-bane,- might be porch'd by the _— : 
ut 
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But (Thanks to the Stars) we eſcaped the Fate of 
the Biſhop of Mentz, and n—— on upon the 
Forehead of a ſmooth Mountain, upon the Sum- 
mity whereof /quctred another Hill; but it bore no 
Proportion to the Seat it fat on, being but a Pimple 
to it, as that was but a Mole-hill to the whole 
Globe; it put us in mind of Pælion clambering upon 
the Back of O a, that falſe Heraldry of the Giants 
Hill upon Hill, by which Bunches they thought 
to have fcal'4 Heaven; the Crown of the upper- 
moſt was ſome what depreſſed and ſunk into the 
Hollowneſs of a little Valley, about which ſtood 
natural Banuiſters of ſome 'Thorn-buſhes, whoſe 
folding Branches weav'd into a Lettice, which 
threaded by the Sun- beams dappled the Ground 
with a pleaſant Chequer-work, and yielded be- 
fades a good handſome Shade to the panting Sheep, 
whoſe Fleeces diſcovered them to have taken Sanc- 
tuary here againſt the Per/ecutiens of the violent 
Heat ; for the Cattle feeding withia the Coverr, 
and ruſhing through the Brake, every Briar took 
Zoll of their Coats, and excis'd their Backs, as faſt 
as they fill'd their Bellies; on every Sprig there 
hung a Fragment of their Liveries, and the whole 
Hedge was cloath'd with tatter'd Fleeces, as if 
Wool had been vegetable, and had grown there. 
Theſe Spoils were look'd upon as excellent Booty 
to vagrant Youth, who went about, ſtripping, plun- 
dering, and, as it were, Sheep-ſbearing, the Hedges: 
We met a Crew of theſe Pickering Wool-gatherers, 
the very Emblems of Beggary, and but once re- 
mov'd from vileſt Raſcality; one Shoe a- piece, 
and half a Hat, a Remnant of a Doublet, and a 
Moiety of a Sleeve, a Pair of Diſpotick Breeches, 


and a jagged Jump, were the Flower of their Ac- 


coutrements, except two or three Locks of Wool, 
tuck'd like Scuts under _ Girdles, as a Badge of 
| their 
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their Profeſſion; and ſome cramm'd Stockings vi- 
bing at their Sides, as Trophies of their Pyracies. 
Some tew Furlongs from hence there was a mixt 
Aſſembly of Kine and Goats at Dinner upon the 
Lawns; their Meal was interrupted by the unwel- 
come Salutes of troubleſome Breezes, whoſe Sti- 
mulation of Rump did engender ſuch a Frolick, 
that, with curled Tail and roſs'd-up Horn, they 
run gadding and bellowing, with their vocal 
Frisking, with a pleaſant Kind of Terror, did at 
once both recreate and affright the aſtoniſh'd Be- 
holders : The Magiſtrate or Herd/man, that kept 
theſe Animals, was in the Midſt of the Tumult, 
who, finding himſelf miſerably involv'd in a Hub- 
bub, with furious Club chaſtized their Gameſome- 
neſs, and with mighty Buſtling becalm'd the 
Uproar. This Fellow was a ftrange Creature, 
wonderfully goth'd, and all-to-be-vandall'd, even 
to Barbarity itſelf, A Clown in Grain! An uh 
cultivated Boar! A Beaſt of the Herd in hu 
Shape! We propos'd a Query or two about 
Genius of the Place ; he told us the Soil was 
and big with Clay, and would doubtleſs yicld a 
= arveſt of Tobacco-pipes; and as Go the 
cople, he ſaid they were a Pan-pudding Sort of 
People, much addicted to that vile ſort of Crea- 
ture. A whole Table at a Chriſtening is ſpread 
with a Tard of Pudding and a Balk of Beef, a 
Ridge of one and a Furrom of the other, which 
did fo wonderfully work upon their Chops, and 
made their Mouths ſo water, that two of the 
chiefeſt Grandees of the Town, the Hogherd and 
the Heyward, fell furiouſly to ſnouting for ſome 
few Morſels; the wo- ear d Pitcher that ſtood up- 
on the Bench was Mr. Prinn d in the Scuffle, i. e. 
loſt a Lug in the Fray; and we were informed atter- 


ward, that the Diftaff” loſt a Lock or two of its 


flaxen Perriwig. 1 
mong 
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Among rational Wonders, the moſt remarkable 
Miracle of this Place was an eminent Cotquean, a 
meer Woman in the Habit of a May, a Kind of a 
Mal=cut-purs'd Creature, an epicene Animal of a 
twiſted Gender, who hath a Petticoat Soul in a 
Trunk-breech'd Body, and ſcandalizeth Virility by 
Skill in Houſewifery. He ſpins (they ſay) like a 
Spider, and makes his Wheel giddy by a ſwift 

ertigo; we obſerv'd him to be ftatcly in his Gate 
when he advanceth up to Spindle ; and, indeed, 
was retrograte again with no lirtle Gravity, He is 
a learned Craftſman in the making of Diet, a notable 
Food-Farmer, who buffets the = till he hath 
frigbted it into a Conſiſtence, and knock'd it into 
Butter, and afterwards ſqueezes with Dexterity 
of Fiſt, He was endowed with the Gift of toſſing 
of Pancakes, and had a wonderful Knack at 
tempering the Materials of a Bag-pudding, He 
ſurpaſs'd the Dairy-maids in milb-pan Accompliſh+ 
ments, and was cxcellently qualified for a Meal- 
tub Officer. He fſqueez'd the Curds with Chee/e- 
preſs Bum, and kneads the Dough with Fulch of 
Elbow. He is a Critick.at ſweeping, and manageth 
the Beeſom with mighty Skill. We could hardly 
diſcern any Mote of Puſt, he having difloaged 
from Crevis even the ſmalleſt Atoms ; we were 
dazzled with the Sun-ſbive of his radiant Braſs, 
which was exceedingly enlightened by modern 
Cleanſing, he being a fingular Scowerer, and very 
knowing and able at Sand and Oi/ter/bel!s, 

This Hen-Hou/ewife Mortal lived a Monkiſh 
Kind of Lite, being cloiſter'd up in a deſolate Ha- 
bitation of a certain Gentleman, who, we ſuppoſe, 
docs fee him to dwell there to afright the Mice and 
to be a Bull-Beggar to the Rats; and alſo to ter- 
rity a worſc Kind of Vermin, which we e1ll 
Thieves, who are apt to creep through the Mon/& 
hol: of a Window, and to nibble away the Fur, 
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niture of a diſpoſſeſſed Houſe ; or poſſibly he 
might abide there to repair his Breaches, and to 
recover it from its Crazineſs, and, by the whole- 
ſome Phy/ick of frequent Fires, to keep it in 
Health, and to perſuade it not to tumble, but to 
remain ſtill a Manfion to the Family that owns it. 

We taſted here of the Hoſpitality of this fœ- 
maſculine Wight, who ſpread a Joint-ſtool with 
ſeveral Sorts of Viands; which, though not very 
delicate, yet the Variety might atone aud make 
Amends for their Meanne/s. Here was the Epider- 
mis of a Hog, the outward Skin, call'd the Swerd 
of Bacon, which was infected with the Jaundice, 
and look'd yellow; here was the Hull of a Peſ- 
cod plunder'd of its Peaſe, and corn'd with Salt, 
ſome broken Fragments of Shcep's Trotters St. 
Lawrenc'd on a Gridiron ; the Offal of a Lark, 
the minc'd Spurs of a bootle/5 Cock, a skimm'd 
Quadrant of ſoft Cheeſe, well ſauced with the 
Butt-ends of torked Scallions, the mouldy Rever- 


| ſion of an antiquated Loaf, dipp'd in the Verdure 


of Water-creſle Pottage, afforded us the Refreſh» 
ment of a pretty Collarion. By the Virtue whereof, 
being ſomewhat recruited, we moved forward and 
crept up the Brisket of a ſmall Mountain, upon 
whoſe ſloping Deſcent ſtood a quadrangular Sheep- 
pen, which we paſs'd through, and found pitch'd 
with Buttons, a pretty Sort of Floor and modern 
Moſaick. Not far from the moſt eaſtern Hurdle. 
(as near as we conld obſerve) lean'd a ruinous 
Bridge, which gloried in the Paſſage but of one 
Arch, and that ſeem'd rather natural than artificial; 


for the Impetuoſity of the Current, having bor'd 


an Hole through an Heap of Stones, lick'd it into 
the Shape of an indifferent Archz at the Foot 
whereof ſtood a Smith's Shop, about a Bay of 
Watling; it ſeem'd to be a pritty reverend Seat, 
as we gather'd from the Mantle of green Maſs 


upog 
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upon its Back; though it was cover'd with Stub- 
ble without, yet it was pretty tolerably furniſh'd 
with Iron within, as 'Thread-bare Horſe-ſhoes, 
Bits of Keys, ſome few Semicircles of Iron Rings, 
odd Links of iucorrupted Fetters, and a broken 
Series of a diſcontinued Chain. The Fulcan was 
in his Den, and was hammering out Hob-nails for 
Country Hoof, His Forge was rais'd from the 
1 Ground like an A/tar, upon which there did burn, 
{x as it were, a Veſtal Fire, which blaſt of Bellows 
4 made much to bubble up in this little Mongibel. 
What Cinders were belch'd from this flaming Ve- 

7 ſuvius, whoſe Smoak and Aſhes beſmutted the 
4 Pluto in this internal Region, who having primi- 
+ tive Apparel, i. e. being Siu over with a Caſe 
of Leather, and having a ſwarthy Complexion, did, 

with the Grimneſs of his Aſpect, and with the hor- 

rible Rsfſel of his Breeches, fright one of the Dogs 

of our Company into a Fit of Sickneſs ; we ima- 

4 gined the Cur might miſtake him for a Tinker, 
q who is commonly a Diſeaſe, or at leaſt a Nuſance, 
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to thoſe Creatures. 
We ſaw nothing hereabouts very remarkable, 
f only we met ſeveral Maſtiffs laden with the Cargo 
of good luſty Bones in their Mouths; they were 
f ambling Eaſtward; a very fine Spectacle to ſee a 
Regiment of Curs trooping alone, inſtead of Bilboa, 
7 arm'd with SHoulder-hlades. We wonder'd at firſt 
Wo from whence ſuch Plenty of Anatomy as to furniſh 
| them, till ſpying the Carcaſs of a dead Palfry, we 
F erceiv'd they had been feaſted with the Viands of 
bis Fleſh, and ſtole the Skeleton Piece-meal. A 
Baker chanc'd to come by through a Gap near at 
Hand, mounted upon Juſt ſuch another Morſel, ripe 
for Collar-maker, which, being ſurpriz'd with 
the Spectacle of his Brother Carrion, took an Ocs 
caſion to ſtart, aud to disburden himſelf of his 
Load; which fad Misfortune prov'd a lucky Ac- 


gident 
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cident to the Dogs, whereby they were furniſhed 
with Bread to their Meat. 

Not far from hence was a ſcurvy Slough, moſt 
fatal, as is obſerv'd, ro Millers, whom it ſups up 
into the Aby/s of its profundity; we ſaw one 
moving a-tit up, a-tit-up, till he flounc'd in, and, 
by a moſt diſaſtrous Piteh-pole into Mud and Dirt, 
diſcolour'd his Coat, that was candied with the 
Eff luviums of his mealy Bags. The Necklace of 
Bells about the Creft of his Beaſt ceas'd to be ſo- 
norous, being quite choak'd. His Meal, through 
Fright and Moiſture, was metamorphos'd into 
Pudding ; and ſpunging up the Liquor, it grew ſo 
heavy, that it #hriv'd into ſuch Unweildineſs, as 
that it was almoſt unmoveable: We cautiouſly 
wav'd the Danger of this Dirt by diverting a lit- 
tle toward the Northern Parts of this Quagmire, 
and ſo in a dainty fine Path, and that not meanly 
beautified with Variety of Flowers, we continued 
our Journey very proſperouſly, only one of our 
Company had a moſt calimous Fall over an un- 
happy Clod of the fir Magnitude, which under- 
mining his Pedeſtals, gave him a prepoſterous 
Squob, his Head ſaluting the Ground firſt, to the 
great Detriment of the outward Man. There run 
parallel with this Path a pitch'd Caufey (as we ſup- 

sd) about ten Furlongs; we ſteppꝰd into ir, and 
Follow'd its Ttack till it brought us into the De- 
fart of a Common, not ſo much accommodated 
with Horſe, Tree, Houſe or Man, fo that here 


we felt the Rigour of fomewhar call'd Hardſhip, 


the Stomach barking, the Hoof galling, the Winds 
whiſtling and the Heavens dropping; all theſe 
conſpir'd to make us miferable. At laſt arriving 


to the Borders of the Wildernefs, we were cour- 


tcoully receiv'd into an hoſpitable Hamlet, where 
we enjoy'd the Bleſſing of an indifferent Refreſh» 
ment. We took up our Quarters here that N ag 
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and paſſed away the Evening in ſome pertinent 
Queries about Obſervables in the Place. They pre- 
ſented us with a pretty Curioſity, which ſeldom oc- 
curs, and that was the Copy ot a Brict, containing 
the Loſſes of a diſtreſſed Virgin, which, becauſe 
the Form and Stile is ſomewhat unuſual, we care 
not much if we here inſert it. 


The Copy of 4 BRIEF. 


To all Ladies, Gentle women; whether Maids, 
Wives or Widows, or others of that ſofter Sex, 
of what Stare and Condition ſoever; whether 
Waiting-women, Sempſtreſſes, Spinſters, Bawds, 
Punks, Doxics, and all other Petticoaters, from 
thoſe who through VWantonneſs have naked Backs, 
to thoſe who through Want have naked Bumbs, 
Greeting. 


HEREAS we are credibly inform'd by our 
trufly and well-belov'd Roger Thickwack, 
4 B. in the County of Salop, Jumper, and Arthur 
witchbox, Smoaker, Cadwallader Whipwhop, 
Wreftler, Anthony Snug, Fidler, Giles Firker, Bum- 
bruſber, and ſeveral others of the like laudable Profeſ- 
ſions, That our beloved Subject, Mrs. A. C. of the 
Town and Country aforeſaid, Damſel, hath lately ſuf 
tain'd a great Loſs by @ moſt Jamentable — 
which on the Fifth of this Inflant moſt miſerably befel 
ber after this Manner following: 

There was @ certain Glaſi-caſe of 4 Gad-fly Co- 
our, i. e. a litile inclining to a Calf-dung Tellom, 
and ſomewhat of a dwarf Size, not much exceed- 
ing the Stature of a Cricket; it was ſupported by the 
Strength of @ double Throng, at the N _——— 
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Point of her Chamber, where, jor ſome Time, it had 
continued in a pendulous Poſture, and had arrived 
to a great Repute of Civility and Meekneſs, whereby 
it did much exceed, and frequently put to the Bluſh, 
the other Utenſils of her Chamber. 

Now, this poor Thing, by Reaſon of the Rudeneſs of 
two luſty Puſſes, whether affrighted at their Cater- 
walling, or it being not able to bear them in the Acts 
of Love, we cannot tell ; but certain it is, it let go 
its Hold, and, after a diſmal Manner, came blundering 
down, attended with the Ruin and Deſolation of ſe- 
veral ſiggumbobs, and Fimcracks, to the great Los 
and Detriment of our poor diſtreſſed Subject. — The 
Particulars whereof are as _ : 

1. The Ivory Gums of a Toothleſs Comb. 

2.4 little Bottle-brecech'd Glaſs, repleniſh'd with 
Love-Powder. 

3. A Brace of blind Needles, that loft their Eyes 
in the Tumble. 

4. 4 Double Scut of an Hare tied up with a ſingle 
Pack- thread. | 
$5. The Latter-End of an old Broomſtaff. 

6. The Butt-End of an old Sugar-loaf. 

7. The True- Lovers Knot made in Wire. 

8. 4 ſquare Bit of Tin. 

9. The Margin of a broad Hat. 

10. One Finger-ſtall. 

11. Two Tags. 

12. A crack'd Glaſs with a Club Foot. 

13. The Skin of an Onion ftuffed with Arſenick. 


os of which Tackle and Implements amounting to 4 
Sum of great Value, we do ſend our Letters Patents 
to beg the charitable Benevolence of all well-diſpos'd 
Perſons, hoping that they will be pleas'd to take the 


deplorable Condition of our unhappy Subject into their 


ſerious Conſideration : For is it not a ſad Thing 


to boſe ſo commodious a Place to lay pretty Things — 
an 
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and all by the Miſdemeanor of two unmannerly Cats? 
For where will this our Subject Liy her Gally-Pots 
aud Syrups, her Gums and Pomatume? Had the 
Mouſc-hunters only eas'd Nature there, aud then 
gingerly departed, they had been very excuſable ; but 
firſt, to come ſlily into @ Lady's Chamber, and then to 


ſquabble and fall ont there, and in the Midft of 


their Yuarrel to purſues one another to the Top of 4 
Shelf, and there to renew the Battle again, and to 
box one another till themſelves did fall, and to demo- 
liſh that very Thing which ſupported them in their 
Bickering ; as the Fool, in the Fable, ſaw'd off the 
Bough he ſat on. Oh / this is à ſad thing. 

Another Living Obſervable, we met with here, 
was the Fragment of a Phyſician, whoſe Preteuces 
to Learning were very great, but by Converſe we found 
him tu have more Stomach than Brains, and there- 
ore was like to have more Conſolation in a Kitchen 
thau in a Study; for there, perhaps, he may ſind a 
Jobb of Work. for his Grinders 5 whereas be knows 
aot what to do with his Books, unleſs he ſhould act 
the Moth, and eat them. One of our Company per- 
ceived his Parts to be more towards the Powdering= 
tub, than his Pharmacopœia; for whilft be is buſy 
in the Former, he may keep himſelf Alive, but, when 
he reads in the Latter, he kills his Patients, We ba 


ſore 06 age. A to Supper, and we commonly found 


him within an Inch of the Dripping-pan, with an 
Acre of Bread in his Hand, which he call g a Sop, 
with which, when our Backs were turn'd, be uſually 


ſpung d up the- Dripping, and cheated Sir-Loin, aud 


robb'd its Knight hood of its due Moiſture. A Scholar 
of our Company perceiv'd him to be well read in Pa- 
pers, that skreen the Back of a Limb of Roaſt, and 
that be found a great deal of Matter in the Socks, 
that are on the Soals of Minc d-Pies. 


I ſhall here preſent you with a Copy of a Welſb 
Surgeon's Bill N F K Dr. 


** * 1 * 
- p - — 
5 . — — 2 
— — — _ — — —y—— —ä “ ROE 


— re as” 


© 1 
— — 


* 
* 


34 We Briton Deſcribed; or, 


Dr. Davey Shones, 4 Welſh Surgeon, his Bill at 


Oſweſtrey, for Mrs. Sueſanna Madox. 


Sept. 9. 1730. 
—_ dreſing hur mortify'd Elcere? J. s. d. 


upon hur Lege, and clen it from 
Stinkin, with Spirits of Chamfire, 
Tinct. Myrhe, an udder dings pra- I 
per for 49 Tims. 15 Tims it coſt me 0 
2 5. 6 d. evry Tim, before I cowd get 
the ſtinking Fleſſe away, and the oder 
34 Tims. 
For Lancin and Scallin the Boune 
For Ungts. Ols, and Linimt. to anointe 6 
the ſtinkin Lege — — J 7 
For Pills aurea gilded with Gaulde — © 7 6 
For Drams and Cordiolls for hurand hur 6 
Compancons nj —1 7 
For Lodgen, Care, and Attendance up- 4 
pon hur — 
For Runnin away, and Hindrin me 8 
2 10 


2 


have Tim to make her Cure to Per- 
fection 


For Envy, Hatred, and Mailis, and ill- 
will in Spaaking, Uttrin, and Pur- 


— —-— —  — —————— 


nouncing ſevrall Reflecſhons, and fuls( 12 © 


Stores upon me and my Hous 
For brekin my Glas in the Glas Win- 
dos, with hur Hors is Nos 1 3 


L. 10 9 6 


After a Day's Journey from hence. we ſet our 
Feet upon Weljb Turf, and indeed were ſtrangely 


ſurpriſed at the Unconthneſs of many Things that 
did ſalute us here, 


The 
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The Country is fuck d in on all Sides with the 
Sea, except on the Eaſt, on which Part it was ditched 
in from England, by that notable Delver King Offa, 
King of the Mercians : Over this Dike if any 
Weichman chance to skip with his Sword by his 
Side, by King Harold's Law, he was to loſe a 
Branch of his Body, i. e. his Right Arm was lop- 
ped off by the King's Officers. 

Some think it had its Name from its God-Father 
Idwallo, Son to Cadwallader ; who, with a ſmall 
Crew of Britons, at the Arrival of the Saxons, hid 
themſelves in this Corner, Others ſuppoſe them 
to be the Spaun of the Gauls, from whom they 
ſeem to be but a few Ah remov'd ; Ap Gallas, 
Ap Gauls, Ap Mallois, Ap Wales. 

As for the Inhabitants, they are a pretty Sort 
of Creatures, which, when we ſaw, we were ſo 
far from firoaking them with the Palms of Love, 
that we were almoſt ready to biet them with the 
Fit of Indignation. They are a rude Poople, and 
want much Iſtruction- For, when we conſider 
the Soil from whence they ſprang, and the Deſarts 
and Mountains wherein they wander, we cannot 
but think that greater Pains ſhould be taken in 
cultivating and manuring, in diſcipling and taming 
them, in regard it is harder for a Bearward to teach 
Civility to the Beaſt of Africa, than to thoſe that 
come from a more mannerly Country: We 
do not fay, when they are in their Country, they 
do (like Bears and Foxes) live in Woods and 
Foreſts (for, I preſume they have more Sun than 
Shade, and ſo more Fire than Wood) but it we 
agree with Geographers, and are of an Opinion that 
they are Inhabitants of a F/iIderneſs, and are Land- 


lords of a Common, as I and every-body elſe are 


Owners of the Air, we muſt beg their Pardon for 
our Conceit. We have been informed, that they 
were dug from a 21arry, and that they dwell in 

"OY a frony 


36 The Briton Deſcribed ; or, 


a ſtony Land; ſo that if we compare this Kingdom 
to a Mau, (as ſome do Italy to a Man's Leg) they 
inhabit the very Tefticles of the Nation. And, I 
pray, what are thoſe but the vileſt of Creatures, 
that breed as well in the Privities of the greater 
Britiſh World, as thoſe that are hatched in the 
Pugenda of the Leſſer? But whether Welſbmen 
arc the Aborigines of their Country, as Crab-Lice 
are the Auto bones of theirs, and proceed only, 
like them, from the Excrements of their Soil, we 
ſhall nor here diſpute. They are of a booriſb Be- 
haviour, of a /avage Phyſiognomy; the Shabbineſs 
of their Bodies, and the Baoticalneſs of their Souls, 
and that, which cannot any otherwiſe be expreſs'd, 
the Nelſbneſ ot both, will fright a Man as faſt 
from them, as the Ogdneſ5 of their Perſons invites 
one to behold them. Some of them are ſuch rade 
and indigeſted Lumps, ſo tar from being Men, that 
they can ſcarce be advanced into living Creatures 
nay, they are ſuch unmanagable Materials that 
they can ſcarce be hewn into the Shape of Blocks, 
much Labour and Art is required therefore to make 
them Statues. 

They are not ſo much given to Fighting, as by a 


Speech, it appears that was utter'd by hur nown 


Countryman, who, when drawn out upon ſome De- 
ſign, began to pur and murmur after this Manner: 
« Hur hath worn out hur Free# Preeches, and 
&« all hur Cloaths: and now hur can get no Mo- 
« ney to keep hur, or to buy her ſome Cows-baby, 
and hur could hear nothing but Marſh, Marſh . 
« and Drums beat, hur was thereforc, once for 
&« all, now reſolv'd to fight no longer, but to go 
« into hur nown Country.” They are much 
inclined to Cheler; for her Welſh Plood is ſoon 
mov'd, and then hur amp and flare, and ſcrat hur 
Pole, and vent hur Fury in ads-plutter-a- nails, 
and will fight for hur Life in Battle at Fiſty- 


culls. The 
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The whole Nation (like a German Family) is 
of one Quality; for as every Lord's Son is a Lord 
here, ſo every one is crown'd with the Title of 
Gentleman there; ſo that hur Country is a good 
Paſture for an Herald to bite in, who can't chuſe 
but grow fat among ſuch worſhiptul Genealegtes. 
We were much ſurprized at the Thoughts of their 
Rank, and did not ſuipe& ſo much Gentility 
among ſuch a People; when we ſaw ſo many Coats 
without Arms, we could not imagine they had any 
with them, but fancy'd they had more Need of a 
Taylor than of Clarentius, and of a Pricklouſe to 
ſtitch up, and compoſe their Breecbes, rather than 
an Herald to blazen their Families. I hey appear'd 
to us to be very ill accoutered Gentry: But, how- 
ever, Vileneſs of Eguipage is no Blot in E/cucheon 
as may be caſily made out from this following 
Narrative: When King James commanded all 
that were Gentlemen in an Army, to paſs by him, 
he, obſerving a Rag-a-mufjin to hobble in the Rear 


of the Train, commanded him to be ſtopped, be- 


cauſe he looked not like a Gentleman? but 7aphy, 


cry'd out, that hur was as good a Shentleman as the 


beſt, only hur Cattle was not ſo good. In their 
Travels they care not much that their Horſes 
ſhould drink with a Toaft; as appears by the 
Wrath which Shenkin diſcovered, whom his quat= 
fing Beaſt had piich-po//d into a River. Uds-plut= 
ter-a-nails, (quoth he) in a great Fury, what, 
cannot hur trink without a Zoaff? He took it much 
in Dudgeon, that the Jade ſhould be ſo hold as to 
make a Sop of his Maſter. 

They do not always, obſerve the Rules of Fuſs 
tice in their Puniſhment ; oftentimes chaſtifing one 
Body for another, and ſo miſplace their Rigour on 
the Undeſerving; as will be very evident irom 
this following Inſtance : A certain Taylor ferrying 
over a River in their Country, with a diminutive 
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Nag, the Steed never uling to travel by Water, 
and wondering that he food ſtill, and mov'd, was 


poſſeſs d with Fear, and made fome Diſturbance 


in the Boat, to the great endangering of the Paſ- 
ſengers: The Melſbman, being in Jeopardy, was 
fir'd with Anger, and, without any Wings, he flew 
on the Taylor, and revenged the Injury of the 
Palfrey on poor Prick-Louſe. The Stitcher ſwad- 
dled the /erupling Horſe, and Taphy beat the 
Stitcher, to the great Diverſion and Grief of the 
Spectators. 


The Materials of his Apparel are uſually a well 


ds excellent Harbour to the Vermin of his 
Body, which, whether it be ſtock'd with Store of 


Foicements of them, he commonly ſignifies by the 


Symbol of a Shrug. 


His Faſbion is generally a Pair of obloug Trowzers 


made of a Brace of a 7 ſuppos'd to be 
Twins; theſe, tack'd together, are a perfect Emblem 


of his crural Attire. This Garment had conjugal 


Affinity to a thing call'd a Doublet of the ſame 
Lineage ; a copious Veſtment, very Roomthy and 
Capacious, able to comprehend both his Arms, in 
the ſingle Pudding-bag of one Sleeve; its upper- 
moſt Confines were hemm'd with the ſcanty Di- 
menſions of a contracted Collar, but its lower Ex- 
tremity was bordred with the Paraphraſe of am- 
plified Lappets. The Summity of his Head is 
commonly crown'd with a Monmuth Cap, and its 
Crown is commonly pinnacled with a Battlement . 
of a Button. Cuffs are an Innovation, Things 
which their Anceſtors were ſeldom guilty of; 
and,; indeed, Bands and clean Linnen, are an 1 


art Invention; being the modern Effects of Pride 


of. their huge ones, whereas Primitive Britiſhment. 
was never acquainted with the Habiliment of a 
Shirt, 


ſhagged Freez, ſo that we cannot call it ſeepy, be- 
ng fleec'd with a Nap like any Sheep-Skin: It 
or 


| 
| 
5 


A Tourney through Wales. 39 


Shirt. Their Feet, it ſeems, are of an hot Com- 
plexion, for they often air their diſtochin d Pet- 
titoes; and if they had any Hoſen, they were the 
Offspring of their Drawers, to which they were 
faſten' d by Leathera Ligaments. The Perfection 
of a Welſhman's Equi page, the Cream (as it were) 
of his Acoutrements, and that which compleats 
even his moſt Feſtival Attire, is (as the Story 
goes) an old Sword of hur nown breeding, which 
hur hath brought up from a Tagger: And this he 
can brandiſh, with much Valour, againſt the tremen- 
dous On- ſct of Dragooning Bees; a kind of 
Enemy which the Taphy is much afraid of, in 
regard he is always arm'd with a Pike in's Rear, 
which, once upon a Time, being faſten'd in his 
Fore-head, broach'd ſuch a Pore in his Phy/iognomy, 
that he could never endure thoſe hum-buzzing Shen- 

tlemen, (as he calls them) in yellow Doublets. - 
The Country is mountainous, and yields pretty 
handſome Clamberiug for Goats, and hath Variety 
of Precipice to break one's Neck; which a Man 
may ſooner do than i his Belly, the Soil being 
barren, and an excellent Place to breed a Famine 
in. It is reported of Campania, that it was the 
moſt noble Region in the World, the Air pleaſant 
the Soil fertile, the Theatre of Bacchus and Ceres, 
where they were at F. Deas, for the Prehemi- 
nence; but we perceiv'd no ſuch Scuff ie in Wales, 
for thoſe Deities are ſo far from fighting there, 
that we could not diſcern that theye were ſo much 
as ever there; there being ſearce Water and Oat- 
meal to give us a Being, we could not expect Egypt 
and the Canaries, Butts and Granaries, to give us 
a Will-being: Thers is no Canaan to be found in 
the Arms of a Deſart. 
Tho Commodities of the Nation are chicfly 
Woollen-cloathes, as Cottons, Bays, Sc. of which 
their tatter'd Backs are an ill Sign of; for — 
* 
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they are not ſo ſilly to furaiſh other Countries with 
Raiment, and to go naked themſelves. 

As for the Diet of the Briton, it is not very de- 
licate, neither is he curious in it; for if he ſhould, 
his Appetite perhaps might curſe his Nicety, and 
by pleaſing his' Palate, he may ftarve his Belly. 
A good Meſs of Hummery, a Pair of Eggs he re- 
joices at as a Feaſt, eſpecially if he may cloſe his 
Stomach with zoaſted Cheeſe, a Morſel of which 
he hath a great Kindneſs for. You may ſec him pic- 
tur'd ſometimes with that Crevis in his Head, 
call'd a Mouth, charg'd at both Corners, with a 
Creſcent of Cheeſe, and himſelf a cocł-Horſe on 
a Red-Herring, and his Hat adorned with a 
Plume of Leeks: Good edible Equipage ! which, 
when Hunger pinches, he makes bold to nibble; 
he firft eats his Cheeſe and his Leeks together, 
and for ſecond Courſe, he devours his Horſe, He 
never much car'd for a Sop, fince, once upon a 
time, it 4rauk up all his Drink, and would not 


club to pay his Shot. 

As "ay his Perſon, his Stature is of the loweſt 
Size, nor above a Stair or two above one Story; 
and wre found always a Cock-loft, and that uſually 
empty. His Face uſually bubbles into Tumours 
and Puſtles. Beſides the natural Haut-gouſt of 
Body that breathes from Grain, he ufually ſends 
forth an artvfioial Smell, which you may wind as 
far as the Extreme Un&0- of twenty Funerals, 
only the Scent is not ſo ſweet: He ſmells as 
rankly of the inglese Stink of Brimſtone, as a 
Gold-finder of a Medly; for a ſcurvy Diſeaſe, 
commonly call'd the Scrubado, makes _ 
an Juroad into his Perſon, and invades his 3 
ſo that he is forc'd to choak his Enemy by Stink 
of Sulphur. Tis a creeping Diſtemper, whoſe Pro- 
grefs is check'd by Mortification; ſo that when. he 


leaves off” his Shirt, that is, when it leaves 3 
an 
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and can hang on no longer, it is excellent Furnt- 
ture for Iinder-box, as virtually containing in it 
both Match and Tinder. 

The Mujick he plays upon is a Tool ſtil'd an 
Harp, that is, a triangular Stick bed-corded with 
Variety of extended Catlings, which he 7z:ck/es 
with as much Dexterity, as it Prentice to Amphion, 
and draws as many Boys after him, as he did Stones; 
nay, theſe we have ſeen in ſome Places to trot at- 
ter him; but not ſo much to admire, as to pelt 
him for his Harmony. He puts his Inſtrument to 
one Uſe more than the Ancients did theirs, i. e. he 
purveys with it tor Maintenance; ſo that when 
Suſtenance fails him, he ſtrikes up for a Morlcl, 
and fo lives by Sounds, and (Cameleon like) hath 
Alimony from Air. He ſerenades Victuals in every 
Village, as the Pide-piper did Rats at Hamel, and 
he allures Luucheous after him, as much as the 
other did YVermin: Here a Knob of Bacon wags 
after him for one Strain, and there a Cruft follows 
him as a Reward of another; one hits him in the 
Mouth with a Payment of Pottage, another pops 
him in the Pocket with the Gratnity of a Carrot; he 
is laden ſometimes with ſuch Plenty of Beverege, 
that he can't jog for his Fraught ; all which Va- 
riety of Fragments is the moſt ample Income and 
wonderful Revenue of his Skill in Muſick. His 
uſual Admirers are Country Milk-maids, whom 
Vibration of String doth move and ſtir into Jig 
and Meaſure ; and whom Breeze of Inſtrument 
(like thoſe in Tai!) do chaſe and tickle into Dance 
and Caper: By the wagging of his Noddle, and 
the wriggling of his Limbs, he ſeems to be taken 
with the Accents, or elſe to be bitten with the Ta- 
rantula of his own Muſick, which hath infeFed 
him into a Galliard, and caus'd him to fig about 
with a frolick Motion. 
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We could not percetve that they were guilty 
of much Learning, of which the Joweſ# Degree is 
ſeveral Notches above their moſt exalted Capacity. 
We met with one pretty Proband in the Alphabet; 
but, for the moit Part, the Knowledge of the 
leaſt Iota is rare and unuſual. A Man skill'd in 
Orthography is admir'd as a Sgphy, and a Writer of 
his Name is term'd a Rabbi, The Top-rallant of 
the Parith poſſibly may be fo wiſe in Hierozlyphick, 
as to icrawl the Character of a Mz/lick Mark, tho? 
ſach deep Literature is not frequent amongſt them. 
Some of their Anceitry have net rauk of Aſtro- 
logy; one whereot, Merlin by Name, was very 
notable at the Stars, and molt intimate with the 
Planets; inſomuch that ſometimes he would fling 
at a Futurity, and venture at a Proguoſtick con- 
cerning the Weather. Tis ſuppoſed he was bred 
up at the Feet of ſome She-(7amaliel, being ſo well 
vers'd in the Prophecies of old Women's Corus, 
and who could as cleverly foretel Rain, as the 
learned Almanack of the moſt Weather-wiſe Joe 


The Study of Wigard iſin hath alſo been famous 


among them; one Goodman Druis was well ac- 
compliſh'd in that Kind of Learning ; hence for- 
merly a Wizard was ſtil'd a Drue. This Fellow 
(they tell us) was the Schoot-maſter of Pythagoras, 
into whoſe Breech. tis ſaid, he infus'd, by Birch, 
the Opinion of Tranſmigration. He was dextrous 
at a Fortune, and Ola- Dag at Augury ; the only 
Thing we diſliked in him, is, he ſacrificed Men, 
and ſo divin'd by Butchery. | 
To the Hiſaom and Philoſophy of this Sophy, his 
little Boy Bardus added Poetry; a Lad, it ſeems, 
notably inſpir'd with Flames and Firebrands, with 
Heats and Raptures, and ſuch Kind of Tack/e that 
are us'd by Poets. The Diſciples of this Lauræat 
were term'd Bards, the great Embalmers of heroick 
Actions; who, I warrant you, will wrap up an 
Atchievement 
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Atchicvement ſo ſecurely in a Monument of a ſingle 
Verſe, that all the Nibblings in the World ſhall 
never be able to devour the mortality ot a Name, 
They ballad-ſung the Praiſes of renowned Heroes, 
and, in lofty Strains, wire-draw'd their Fame, and 

firetch'd their Glory to after Ages. They were in 
huge Eſfeem, and had the Cap and Kuee of the 
greateſt Commanders, inſomuch, that if two Armies 
5 were even at Cuffs, or at Cudgels, and a venerable 
5 Bard had ſtepp'd in but with one Foo? of his Poetry, 
; they would have held their Hands, and have 
a thrown down their H//ts, and have hearken'd to 
the Advice of his learned Da&#y/es, and not offer 
to ſnout it till his Poetical Worthip had been out of 
7 Danger. The moſt famous of theſe Metre-mongers 
, were Robin Plenidius, my Gafter Glaskiron, and of 
late Years old Farmer Davy, and our Neighbour 
David ap Williams. | 
j The Champions of the Country, Men of cele- 
| brated Proweſs, were Mr. Caſſibellaue and Sir 
” . MNennius, Knight, the former whereof was ſo 
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5 doubty a Blade, that tis ſaid he confronted Ceſar 
and bid him kiſs his Back-ſide with undaunted 
4 Gallantry ; the .other, grappling with the ſame 
: Emperor, did ' diſwhiniard his Hand by main 
F Strength, and ſent the Man home laden with ſome 
; Stripes, and. with a nated Belt. A notable In- 
* ſtance of Welſh Valour! To theſe we may add 
that Hector of Britain the renowned Arviragus, 
who was ſo great a Rau- bead and PBloody-bones to 
the Roman Soldicry, that 'tis thought he frighted 
them, even to the bewraziug of their Breeches, and 
made them mightily fink of a fiithy Diſcomfiture. 
As for the Loves of Britons, the Intrigues of 
their Amours are not a little remarkable; they 
being very pretty Animals, when diſguisd with 
that Paſſion; They are Tiuder to ſuch Flames, be- 
ing quickly ſet on Fire, even by the leaſt Spark, 
| 2 which, 
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which, when it hath catched the Match of their 
Souls, (for they have Brimflone in them, as well 
as in their Bodies) they are preſently kindled into 
Tranſport and Exſtacy; and theſe model them into 
the Shapes of a thouſand Anticks, and make them 
ſhew more Tricks than Banks's Horſe. Some- 
times they are ſhaking the Globules of their Nod- 
dle, and ſometimes dancing ſome Geometry with 
the Figures of their Feet; now they imite with 
Clapper of Fiſt their troubled Breaſts, and anon 
ſound out ſome Knells of diſmal Groans, being 
variouſly affected according as the Weather is 
in their Clorinda's Face; it Aſpect be clear, than 
is Taphy /ereze ; if Brow be cloudy, than is Mor- 

an ſbow'ry, He commonly ver-//ows in his Prat- 
tle, about the Princum Prancumne/s of his Mi- 
ſtreſs, and 1s witty, even to a Jeſt, on the Fineries 
of their Habiliments, in deſcribing of which he 
is pretty lucky at Similitudes, and is happy in his 
Compariſons about her Perſon. One, having a 
Glympſe through the Key-hole of her Saffron Body, 
burſt out into a Panegyrick of the Beeſe-waxn:/5, 
as he phras'd it, of her tauny Complexion; and 
ſeeing her Tippet to bliſtle into the Erectneſs of a 
Turbant, he tell a laughing at the Coxcomb, as he 
term'd it, of her Coif and Head-gear. He ſeldom 
troubles his Madam with a Salutation of a Let- 
ter, but uſually accoſts her with the Mi/ve, as I 
may ſay, of his nown Perſon, which being broken 
up in her Preſence, out-fly the Contents full of 
Flame and Rapture, | 2 


Sheutle Modeſt / when bur ſee 

The fair Looks hur made at me, 
Hur could not chuſe by what's above, 
But be entangled by hur Love. | 
Hur was not think it fit and meet, 
To wrap ber Love within @ Sheet. 


But 
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But was think it great deal bitter, 


To ſpeak her Louje, than write a Letter; : 
Hoping Fur not 2 take "$1.4 
Ar hur for hur Country's Sake. "34 
What it hur Welſhman be? What theu ? 5 
Taffies was all Shentlemen; 11 
5 Born from Venus, that fair Coddeſs, AY 
2 Aud many other Shentle Bodies; Wb 
z Part Humane and part difine, A 
5 We are deſcended from Jove's Line. 5 
; All this Truth hur dare not mince, 5 
F Being the Iſſue of a Britiſh Prince, kh 
If ſhould with Shenkin drink ſome Wine, 1 
Hur would not think hur Fortune Fine, 4 1 


. And hur would tell ſuch Tale in Ear, 

1 Than all the World was never hear. 

| Then ſbentle Modeſt let hur prove, 
Honeſt Shenkin 9 her Love; 

Though hur was very filthy fit, 

That drives poor Welſhman out of Vit; 
And if bur will not pity hur Pain, 
Hur will never loufe again. 
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We hear of one that went a Wooing, with a 
Gun upon his Shoulder, being reſolved, it ſeems, if 
Love be a Warfare, not to enter unarm'd into the 
5 Camp of Venus ; ſtill as bis coy Daphne ſhifted 

from his Preſence, he march'd Muſqueteering about 
F the Room, and moſt fiercely purſued her, till, at 
laſt, in the brisk Encounter of a cloſe Embrace, 
this Warlike Inſtrument took an Occaſion, ſome- 
what unmannerly, to go off, and blunderbuis'd the 
Miſtreſs on her Breech, on one Side of the Houſe, 
and poor Taphy on his Noe, on the other; ſo 
that, being much diſmay'd at this unhappy Acci- 
dent, one ſcrabbled one Way, and the other an- 
other, to the total Separation of a Pair of Lovers, 
: and to the utter ſpilling of a 45 of Love. 
. They 
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They are pretty devout in their Worſhip, tho”, 
the Exerciſe of Religion is ſomewhat ſcarce, and 
have a pretty glowing Leal, though their Churches 
are few, and at a great Diſtance. *Tis almoſt in- 
credible how far they arc fain to trudge for a 
little Homily, which, when they have expected, 
have been mump d wich a Sermon ten times worle ; 
for, on ſuch Raw-boue Livings, there cannot be 
expected very plump Parts. The ordinery Revenue 
of a Spiritual Preterment, may poſſibly be about 
Jive Marks per Annum; a Bay of Watling tor a 
Dwelling, endow'd with no more Glebe, than juſt 
what it ſtands upon; only, perhaps, it may be 
bowe-ſtalPd, with as much Ground as may hold 
a Sty tor the Pig, and a Roo for the Pullen. Theſe 
Divine Cottages are uſually fituated ſome Leagues 
from the Temple; ſo that the Holy-Man, with 
Crab-tree T runcheon, ſets out with the Sun, and 
ſtretcheth his Legs with a good handſome Walk, 
before he arrives to Pulpit to ſtretch his Lungs, 
and wears out much of his Soals, before he can 
reach his Stall to mend their Souls. Their Houſes 
of Prayer are generally Thatched Tabernacles, 
which being fteepled as it were, with a Lover- 
bole, ſeemed to be really that what the Temple re- 
ſembled when prophaned by the Jews, I mean, 
rather the Pictures of Pidgcon-Houſes, than holy 
Sandunaries. They are wainſcoted towards the 
Eaſt, with little Dedks, like Pounds, where Le- 
vite, impriſon'd for about half an Hour, ſodders 
the poor. Taphies with ſome melancholy Tear- 
fetching Story, about a grim Fellow called Death, 
who ambles Folks on his Back into another 
World; a Thing which he heard from the oracular 
Gums of his endentalous old Grannum, as ſhe far 
in the Settle in the Chimney- corner. Some of 
the moſt Reverend Rectors are dignified with a 
Stipend of /ix Pounds a Year, beſides the hah a6 4999” 
0 


* 
J * 
* 
* 
+ 
'G 
1 
R 
3 
E 
4 wo 
E. 
XZ 1 


7 Tg wich ids nent ar tio 


3 
75 
12 
** 
te 
5 
* 
9 1 
ak 
| 
% 
* 
: 
. 


A Tourney through Wales. 47 


of a Drum and Fiddle ; which, well managed on 
a Holy-day, make up a very pretty Thing. Others 
have an Augmentation of a Bull or Bear, which, 
being ſolemnly baited about twice in a Quarter, do 
pick pretty comfortable Tythe from the Specta- 
N tors Pockets, aud make the poor Parſon's Purſe to 
ſmile and mantle. £90 

The Recreations are various, but not much p31 
f different from thoſe in Eygland; you may ſee them 1 
bj ſomerimes ſmite the Ball at the Rebound, and to 
F ſend it on an Errand to their Antagoniſts, which, 
being retorted by Way of Anſwer, 1s rejoindered 
| back again with much Dexterity. They will 1 
bandy to and fro this mif/ile Globule and fhittle- ﬀ 
cock it to each other with great Celerity, Their 
Lungs are pretty good ar a Bubble in theAir, * 
which Meteor, ariſing from the Womb of a Wal- 5 
nut- ſhell, they will make fy through the Veltiu | 
on the Wings of their Breaths, and tor a conſide- 1 
rable Time, by the Blaſts of their Mouths, will 
ſupport the Being of thoſe Emblems of Mortality. 

In the whity-brown Evening, or in the 'Twi- je 
light, they run hobbling about their Common, 
with Kites at their Heels, certain Comets of Pa- | 
per, which they row along with a tall String, and 
make themſelves merry with the Length of their 
Tails, which are a large Series of jagged Toſſels, 
i tagg'd with a Candle, as with the Twinkling of 
f a Star, Happy is the Man among them that 
| can molt diſcreetly manage this artificial Planet; 
and he is preſently dull the very Phaeton of 
their Country, that can moſt ſwiftly career it with 
this little Iautborud Phoebus. The Scrubs want 
Candle on Earth, and yet they muſt needs be 
ſticking up Lights in Socket of Heaven ; there 
is ſcarce half a Pound in a Lordſhip, either to 
ſcare away Darkneſs, or to work by, and yet theſe 
Raſcals forſooth will be fudying the Sky with 
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Luminaries to play by As tor true and real 
Hunting, there is no ſuch Thing among them 
only they have, as it were, the Picture, and ſome 
Kind of Re/emblance .of that Paſtime; for their 
Principality affording them but few Hares, they 
courſe a Lock of Hay in lieu thereof, and alloo the 
Puſs of a good nimble Wiſp. The Mm of it is 
this; when they have a Mind to retreſh themſelves 
with ſomewhat that is a-kin to, or with an Idea 
of Hunting, they make diligent Search for a 
Furlong or two of ſmooth and champion Ground, 
which, at laſt being found, they purchaſe a Bun- 
dle of the ſwifteſt Hay (it Ir//þ it is the better, 
for there are the beſt Runners of all Sorts) this 
they expoſe to the Fans of Aolus, which, being 
preſently ſtarted by Force of Puff, it ſcuds away, 
and the Dogs purſue it with mighty Speed. to 
rainy Weather they have alſo their Iu-dbor Diver- 
tiſements as well as other Nations, ſuch as Rump- 
preſſing, Hot=cockles, Chap-ſmuttiug, Snap-apple, 
and the like. Some are cunning at the Cock-hall, 
not ſo much for picking off the Meat (though they 
are good at that too) as at throwing it with Ac- 
curacy, and chequering the Sport with Variety of 
'Tumble. 1 : 

As far as we could perceive, they love Holy-day 
Fingers, and care not much for encumbering them 
with that Inconvenience called Work, They can, 
Shepherd-like, loll upon a Crook pretty handſomely 
in the Field, and can diſcharge a Superintendency 
over the Goats. They are moſt accompliſh'd Dro- 
vers; to which laudible Function, they are ſo na- 
turally prone, that they are apt to drive ſometimes 
more than their own. 


They are much addicted to the Sin of Naſtineſs, 


wallowing in Filthineſs like ſo many Swine; ſo 


that the whole Province ſeems to be but a general 
Sty. You may ſwear they are made of Earth with- 
| | | | out 
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out a Metaphor, appearing like ſo many Dirt- 
Images, or Ike that of Prometheus, made of Clay. 
The meaner Sort of Women are generally ſach 
Draggle-tails, that the Cattle in their Boſoms are 
quag-mir'd in the Filth of their well-gleeb'd Artire ; 
{0 that the frisking Fleas are fo far rom Levaito's 
that we are verily perfuaded they can fcarce pull 
out Probgſcis, and their Feet from the Bogs. 

The Tenements they live in are ſuitable to the 
Gueſts that poſſeſs them; for as they ſeem to be 
Dirt 3 into Men, ſo thoſe are the ſame 
Matter kneaded into Houſes; they are uſually very 
humble Cottages, and low in Stature, ſo that a 
Man may ride upon the Ridge, and yet have his 
Legs hang in the Dirt; thoſe that are ſo magni- 
ficent as to be crefied with a Chimney, are mightily 
valued, as moiſt cocking Fabricks. We were nor 
ſo vain as to * very ſplendid Furniture in ſuch 
contemptible Hats; but we ſoon perceived what 
Utenſils were moſt neceſſary; a Diſhclout and a 
Beeſom, and ſuch cleanſing Implements are very 
proper to correct the Filthineſs of their Manſions ; 
we found no Apartments in theſe their Habitations, 
every Edifice being a Noah's Ark, where a pro- 
miſcuous Family, a miſcellaneous Heap of all Kind 
of Creatures did converſe together in one Room 
the Pigs and the Pullen, — other Brutes either 
truckling under, or lying at the Bed's Feet of 
the little more rend, yet their Brother Animals. 
The Counrry is fortified in ſome Places with a 
pretty Sprinkling of Caſtles, which, whether they 
naturally grew out of the Rocks, or were arti- 


ficially ingraſted there, may be a Matter of Diſ- 
pute; ſome fancy'd them to be Store-pits ſbot up 


into the Air, which repreſent the Figure of vaſt 
Buildings. 


Wales is the moſt monſtrous Limb in the whole 


Bady of Geography, for 1 is generally reported 
to 
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50 The Briton Deſcribed; or, 
to be without a Mialdle, or, if it hath a Navel, it 
is yet a Terra Incognita; tor we never could find 
that ever any Man dwell'd there, the Natives con- 
feſſing themſelves to be only Borderers. Surely 
the Reaſon why they do ſo much affect the Circum- 
ference of their Country, and abominate the Cemer, 
is becauſe they are aſham'd of the Dominion; aud, 
indeed, it is a Sign they have but a little Kindneſs 
for their Nation, who, like unnatural Sons, run 
from their Mother, their Country, and, when out 
of her Embraces, never return again. A Welſbman, 
when once abroad, hath no more Tendency Heme, 
than a Stone an [nclination to fall upward : He will 
trot over the Globe, and rather endure the In- 
fliction of any Exile, than the cruel Puniſhment 
of being baniſh's Home; if he is once on this 
Side Dee, neither Hunger nor Husks, nor any kind 
of Hardſhip ſhall drive' him on the other. | 
We could not, in our Travels, wind very many 
Feaſts among them, the Shabbineſs of their Soil 
being not able to nouriſh and pamper Luxury; ſo 
that a Cook, unleſs he can exerciſe on himſelf, and 
dreſs his own Fingers, 1s immediately ſtarved here 
for want of Employment. They make ſome little 
Invitations perhaps to a Kid's-head or fo, and will 
junket with Hop-rops, with brisk — Such 
Plain, mean, and, as I may ſay, Burrough Food, was 
even their Feſtival Entertainments; but as for an 
embroider'd, and, as it were, Arat Me, 
ſuch as Bisks and Oglio's, we never ſo much as 


heard of them in their Territories. | 


Their Mart for Law is a Pariſh Town, call“ 
Ludlow, where there is a Court of Jadicature, 
deck'd with a Judge, Counſellors, Attornies, Sol li- 
citors, and other . which embelliſb the Law: 
Hither they trudge for Deciſion of Caſe, and here 
Red- coat Integrity diſpenſes Equity. Moſt of their 
Indictments are generally the tragical _— of 

| ome 


ſome diſmal Counter/cnuffle, where a bloody Ny, 
and a broken Shin, is ample Matter for the Com- 
mencement of a Sit; for, they being of a fiery 
Jemper, ſomtimes Choler is kindled by an Auti— 
periflacis with a Pot of Alc; and then they tall 
to biting and ſcratching as hard as they can drive, 
and the Wounds of this Caterwalling and Bicker- 
ing afford Stuff for an Action the next Day, 
which, being once got into the Pounces of a Welſh 
Attorney, is dandled into a Buſineſs of no ſmall 
Aggravation. Oh! how theſe Pettifoggers will 
hug a Buffetting, and improve a Squobble ! They 


are the very Bellows of Contention. and will ſoon 


blow a Spark into a great Combuſtion, They are a 
Kind of Tinkers in the Law, who uſually make 
Holes on purpoſe, that they may mend them; nay, 


ſomtimes the will play at Loggerheads themſelves, 


to ſet others together by the Ears, and fo (as if 
Fighting was contigious) will infe# the Taphies 
into Quarrels and Blows. One marching along 
the Streets, advanced the Scolding of rwo Wome 
into an huge Tumult, as Duels ſwell into great 


Wars; and made the Snarliug of two Dogs thrive - 
into an Action, and the Fighting of Maſtitts to end 


in the Court of Common-Pleas. They commonly 
broach Quarrels, and incenſe the Shentlemen into 
Knockings and Smitings; crack'd Crowns and black 
Eyes, into Aſſaults and Batteries and all for 
Hopes of a Livelihood that may be s&/mmed from 
the Benefit of ſuch Wars: But perhaps the Spoils 
from the Skirmiſhes of ſuch Clients, are as rare as 
Pillage from a Scotch Army, The uſual Crime 
for which they ſtand generally convicted, is that 
great Tranſgreſſion and Sin of Mice, the nimmin 
of Cheeſe, and the filching of Oatmeal, and o 
the reſt of the good Creatures that are arked in 
the Cupboard; and as they offend /ike Vermin, ſo 
arp ordinarily taken fo -_ that is, not appreberd. 
"WS A | ed 
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52 The Briton Deſcribed; or, 
ell like a Man, but entrapped like Rats; after which 
they are convented before the ſage Puſs of the 
Law, which, purring upon a tribunal, together 
with his Kittliug Officers, doth faſten on the Prey, 
and doth ſo ſuck and claw it, till it hath mumbled 
out all its Blood, that is, all the Aomey of its 
Veins, and then wholly devours it. This, I ſay, 
is one of their Offences, though not the only one; 
for ſome of them have been laſh'd for an At- 
tempt upon Hen-Roofts, and have received condign 
Puniſhment, even tor ſlealing of Poultry at the 
wrong End ; ſor Taphy, it ſeems, having filched 
a Chicken by the Breech, did d;/ramp-her by his 
heft; and therefore, in Reſemblance to his 
Crime, was almoſt 4:/ramp'd by Puniſhment; fo 
that, for ſtealing the Bird's Teal, he had well- 
nigh loſt his own A pretty Circumſtance obſer- 
ved in their Juſtice! and a laudable Way of pro- 
ceeding according to Lex Talionis. | 

For ſeveral Crimes they have various Puniſh- 
men's. Thar grand Enormity of Breaking-wind is 
chaſtiſed there as it is in England, that is, the Hand 
of Magiſtracy doth uſually inflict a pretty luſty 
Cobbling, that is, for every Report the Loſs ofgan 
Hair, though ſome that have been much addicted 
to that Infirmity, and therefore have been very 
guilty of a Stink, have endured the Cruelty of 
rormenting Fairies, that is, have been pinch'd into 
Manners, and a better Smell. Artificers, when at 
work, puniſh any unhandſome Action, by a parti- 
cular Severity peculiar to themſelves, which they 
call Purſing. The Execution whereof is after this 
Manner: The Malefactor being proſtrate on a 
Block, two of the ſame Occupation pull, as 4i/> 
creetly as they can, his Drawers as cloff to Buttock 
as 4 Spaniard's Breeches, ſo as not to be laid hold 
on by the moſt curious Pinchers; the Pavement of 
Poſterios being levell'd and ſmooth'd from any 
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A Fourney through Wales. 53 
Wrinkles, a third Artifan ſtrikes it with a Rule, 
whoſe ſmart Application, by quick Perks, makes 
ſome Impreſſion of Pain, and ſo moves the Blood 
as to raiſc and ſtart a Tincture, and (as it were) 
the Flea-bitinug of a Bluſh. Some of the more ob- 
ſtinate Criminals are puniſh'd by Suſpenſion, but 
not by the Neck, as here in Eng/and, but by the 
Wriſts, Zhumb-roap'd together with a ftring of 
Hay, and fo faſten'd to a Peg; well! this is 
but the Beginning (and as it were) the Hi//ing of 
the Puniſhment; do but mark, and the Sting will 


follow: | he offending Taphy thus dangling in 


the Air, the Beadle approaches with a Stick 1mp'd 
with a Feather at one End, and tickles his Teſti- 
cles ; theſe ſoft Titillations engender ſome Vilra- 
tions of Body, and nimble Friskings, which are 
fhrewdly chaſtis'd by a ſurly Cat-of-nine-tails. 
The Cattle we ſaw moſt legible on their Moun- 
tains, where Goats and Heiters, a runtiſh Sort of 
Animals, of a dwarfiſo Size, but very hardy, of a 
flinty Conſtitution, calculated on purpoſe tor the 
Meridian of a Rock, on which (it bom) they can 
as heartily feed, as an Oftrich on an Anvil. Great 
Numbers of theſe are often diſembogu d into ad- 
jacent Countries, which, after ſome time, cireu- 
late home again in a Stream of Money; which yields 
wonderful Refreſhment to the fainting Dominion, 
almoſt ſick for the Comfort of ſuch a Cordial. We 
perceiv'd their Herds to be frequently mingled 
with little Palfries, a ſtunted Sort of Horſes, di- 
minitive Brutes, Shavals in Short-hand. They 
are lower in Stature than an Ag, but much ſwifter 
in Foot, and very ſtrong; as it appears from their 
Burdens, which are oftentimes the Fortune and 
Subſtance of a whole Family ; for when a Mortal 
breaks, he mounts all he hath on a Velſb Nag, 
and travels under the Character of a Scotch Pealar. 
We chanc'd.to fee a Team of this ſmall Cattle, a 
+. rare 
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54 The Briton Deſcribed; or, 
rarn Spectacle, being (as we ſuppos'd) the leaſt 
that ever was heard of, unleſs that which was 
harneſs'd in Venus's Chariot, which was a Team 
of Doves. Thele Britiſh Steeds are ſo brisk and 
mercurial, that the People would perſuade us, 
that a Taphy on a Tit, would outſtrip in Travel an 
Arabian on a Dromedary; a Thing almoſt incredi- 
ble, though the Orme up their Ears, and the 
flicking up their Tails, is an Argument of their 
Me:rtlc, and may give ſome Colour and Ground 
for the Aſſertion. | 

That which we admir'd moſt of all amongſt 
them, was the Virginity of their Language, not 
deflower d by the Mixture of any other Diale+t: 
The Purity of Latin was debauch'd by the Van- 
dals, and was hund into Corruption by that bar- 
barous People; bur the Sincerity of the Britiſh re= 


mains inviolable. Tis a Tongue (it ſeems) not 


made for every Mouth; as appears by an Inſtance- 
of one in our Company, who, having got a Welſb 
Polyſyllable into his Throat, was almoſt choak'd 
with Conſonants, had we nor, by clapping him on 
the Back, made him diſgorge a Guttural or two, 
and ſo ſav'd him. They uſually liqueſy the moſt 
rugged Mates, and ſoften them by Pronunciation 
melting the Word Tug into Tudge, as is clear 
from this Diſtick ; 
Still did he tudge hur Ear 
In Praiſe of the Tirteen Seer. 
i. e. did tug hur Souſes with Elogiums of hur Coun» 
try. Whether the Wel/h Tongue be a Splinter of 
that univerſal one that was ſhatter'd at Babel, we 
have ſome Reaſon to doubt, in regard 'tis unlike 
the Dialeds that were crumbled there; however, 
whether it be kin or no to other Country Speeches, 
it matters not; but this we are aſſur'd of, it is 
near and dear to the Folk that utter it, who are 
ſo paſſionately fond of it, that they will ove 
adnut 


Journey through Wales. 5 5 
admit another into the Embraces of their Lips, 
which ſputter forth a Kind of loathing of our 
Engliſh Language; wherein, if a Queſtion be ask'd 
them, they: will, with ſomewhat of Diſdain and 
Choler, make Anſwer, Dim Saifjonick, i. e. no 
Engliſb. Their native Gibberiſb is utually prattled 
throughout the whole Taphydome, except in their 
Market- Towns, whoſe Inhabitants being a little 
rais'd, and (as it were) puffed up into Bubbles 
above the ordinary Scum, do begin to deſpiſe it. 


Some of theſe being elevated above the common 


Level, and perhaps refin'd into the Quality of 
having wa Suits, are apt to fancy themſelves above 
their Tongue, and, when in their t'orher Coat hes, 
are quite aſham'd on'r. Tis uſually caſhier'd out 
of Gentlemen's Houſes, there being ſcarcely to 


be heard even one ſingle Velſb Tone in many Fa- 


milies; their Children are inſtructed in the An- 
glican Idiom, and their Schools are pedagogu'd 
with Profeſſors of the ſame ; ſo that (if the Stars 
prove lucky) there may be ſome glimmering Hopes 
that Britiſh Lingua may be quite extinct, and 
may be Eugliſbd out of M ales, as Latin was barba- 

rouſly Goth out of Italy. : | 
The Cambro-Britons are great Admirers of he- 
roick Actions, and much honour the Memory of 
famous Atchievements ; inſomuch, that rather than 
a Deed-doing Man ſhall perith in Oblivion, they 
will eternize his Name by Monuments of Straw, 
or ſome ſuch inconſiderable Tifſe; as appears by 
that famous Example of that Saint of their Coun- 
try, Biſhop David, who being a pert Fighter, and 
having ſoundly bafted and ſwaddled their Foes, is 
this Day conſctrated to Poſterity by the Trophy of 
a Leck, and finells as rank of Renown, from that 
vegetable Preſeruative that embalms his Fame, as 
they do of a Scallion that carry it about for his 
Glory. Their Hats are ſet with this Aniverſary 
. | Badge 
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Badge and Emblem of Honour, and Triumph, on 
the firſt of March; which Day hath been chriſtened 
by his Name, and, being dubb'd an Holy-day, 
hath worn yearly in the Almanack a Scarlet Letter, 

There is one thing more alſo very olſervable among 
them, and that 1s, that, of all the maim'd Perſons 
that ever we read of, we find none comparable for 
Nimbleneſs to a Cambrian Cripple; a pregnant 
Proof whereof was preſented to us in this follow- 
ing Inſtance: A Fellow with Crutches mov'd by 
Protuſion in a certain Wheel-barrow, eſpying a 
Bear near the Rear of the Thrufter, was ſo 2 
with Horror at this tremendous Sight, that he 
pack'd up his Pedeſtials, i. e. tuck'd his oaken 
9hins to the Zogiack of his Girdle, and away he 
fied; Bruin and the Protuſor in vain troop'd after 
him, who led them a Risk with ſuch winged 
Specd, that they could never overtake. him; he 
clearly out- ſtipp'd them, to the eternal Glory and 
Renown of Welſh Lameneſs. | 

Theſe are ſome of the cboiceſt Obſervations we 
made when converſant among the Britiſh Moun- 
tains; we might eaſily have added more (the whole 
Nation indeed being but ove grand Remark) had 
not the Suddenneſs of our Return prevented us. 
If it ſhould chance to be our Lot to ſet our Feet 
on that Soil a ſecond Time, we ſhall venture to 
preſent another Show of it; tor tis a Pity ſuch a 
rare * as Wales ſhould want a Trumpet, nay, 
and a Fool too to proclaim and expoſe it to the 
World. | 

After we had cramm'd our 5 with theſe 
few Notices, we jogg'd on with our Freight to the 
Brink of the Sea, where, mounted on a Pinnace, 
we rode to Briſtol, from whence, with all poſſible 
Speed, we trudg'd in a few Days to the Metropolis 
of the Nation called London. 3 

5 | hl A TRIP 


b ——— 
4 3 


4” —— — 
NIRO. 5 . 8 "BY E ; wow "i WET 
— 4 2 * = aſp. . +® 3 * 8 7 — —— . 
1 | : — — ® 

13 A OIL 1” RAS + 8 


Spoon . 


5 
= 
: 


— PE nes FF rn 
8 a 2 
94 \ = - _ * N 


Foie 1 —_— . * 


oy Ee Ing SE 2 TIE 47 2 — 5 — 2 : 5 2255 1 5 — 


— 


* 
* 
* 
fe 
« 
dj 1 
19 
Sy 
- 
* 
. 
. 
* 11 
5 14 * 
- C:; | 
* I 4 * 
. - , * 
. 
b x 
- # 
- 4 4 , 
» * 4 - : 
- p { 
7 1 * 1 
* = 
C , F 
: * 
_ {44 
. * 
d 3) 
13 
* "4 1 
* 1 i 
* bo *- 
* ® is * 
* 
* 4.8 
* 1 
. 
E z 
7 4 — —— — 1 4 - 
a 2 - * 98 2 2 * * 


* 


bd” 75757 ö 77 
„ Ms 


VI, , een, Arey 


76 


7 
75 1 / 


TE 
72 
1h, 


4 1 \ 


ce 


[ 
' 


lil 


lll 
. 


TIT 8/7] 
. / 
1 W110 


5 „„ „„ 


ll 
il, 0 . 
annua ij 


WY 


/ ! 3 , \ == 
77 ＋ / / 4 » : 7 2 ” | 8 — 
7 , 9 4£< * * . 4 : 
#71 / . / / ( * * 7 > 
q 4; , „. : 
$9 4 AT l 132 


* 
>, Ga 


- 


* 


Aves — — 2 42, 
— — 
—_— 


_ 


A 


A KA F=2 


1 0 


n 
n 


r 


* 


NORTH-WALES. 


BEING A&A 


DESCRIPTION 


g | OF THAT 


| COUNTRY and PEOPLE. 


rf ABN ans; 


Vincit qui Patitur. 


2 E. 
\ | >" 62 / WE => * 


- * 3 
- 2a, *.6 * 
, 


DUBLIN 
Printed in the Year M. DCC. XLIII. 


—— — * - 
— I 


OY 


—————— 
ws 
> 
F A CEE 


1 


LY 


aff #5 G AE 2 . 


R 
—— > 


— 2 — 
— thn ea of 
———_—— _— RS 
: — 


'S..- 


WILLIAM MY DLETON, Eq 
High Sheriff of Denbighſhire. 


$-1:K; 
Sit is natural for Perſons, who have 
labour d under Misfortunes, and parti- 
cularly of @ ſimilar Nature *, to have a fel- 
lou. feeling for each other, I flatter myſelf 
that, as an Inſtance of this Diſpoſition, you 
will favour this Addreſs with your Notice, 
and not think it a Reaſon, for denying the fol- 
lowing curious Collection of Travels the Ho- 
nour of your Patronage and Acceptance. 

The moſt learned Clerks have always 
thought it highly for the Honour of themſelves 
and their Works, to prefix ſome great Name 
to them, (as they frequently tell us in their 
Epiſtles of this kind) tho perhaps they had no 
other Motive in Reality than that, which J 
frankly own, was the Occaſion of this to you. 

And, conſidering the Intereſt I have in it, 
what greater Name could I have thought of, 
that could ſo effeftually have promoted it, as 
that of a Perſon, who has ſo eminently diſtin- 
gui ſb d himſelf, as the worſbipful High Sheriff 
of Denbighſhire: A Name that ſball laſt as 
long as the Journals of the Britiſn Parliament 

* Mr, Torbuck was confined in Newgate, laſt Seſ- 


ſions of Parliament, for publiſhing the Debates of 
the Houſe of Lords and Commons, in 9 vol. Octavo. 


12 and 
\ 


DEDICATION. 


and the Annals of the Britiſh Nation, and be 
delivered down to all ſucceeding Times, as an 
Example of public Juſtice, the Terror of Ve- 
nality, and the Awe of all future Returning 
Officers. As this cannot but be of great Emo- 
lument to your Country, ſuffer me to congratu- 
late, rather than condole with you, upon your 
Confinement : And give me leave to ſuppoſe, 
however hard-hearted your Neighbours of 
Denbigh may think of you, tbat you will find 
ſome Conſolation in contributing, tho ſorely 
againſt your Will, to the Utility, to the Vir- 
tae of Poſterity. | 

Tomake a Virtue of Neceſſity, is a Part of 
Prudence that you ſbould not want; and there- 
fore I flatter myſelf, that you are as well re- 
conciled to your preſent Place of Abode, as 
you can be: And as a farther Motive to com- 
fort you, you may remember, that if the De- 
ſign of carrying a Majority, Omnibus viis & 
modis, had taken Effect, what Favour might 
not 4 Sheriff have expected, who had atted 
with ſo much Audacity and Vigour in the 
Service of his Honour. 

Aude aliquid brevibus gyaris & carcere dignum 
Si vis eſſe aliquis - — 

As you cannot fail of being of ſingular Uſe, 
in recommending theſe Sheets to the Curioſity 
of the Publicb, ſo, be pleaſed to be aſſured,that 
1 wiſh your Merit s may never want their due 
Rewards. I am, with all poſſible Regard, 


STR, Tour moſt obliged, &c. 1 1 
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Know not by what Fatality it came to paſs, 
I that I was bred up to the Study of the Law; 

but, ſurely the Importunity of others had a 
greater Hand in it, than any Inclination of my 
own; for, I was ever of Opinion, a young Barri- 
ſter without an Eſtate (my Caſe) made as ank- 
ward a Figure, as a Dancing- Maſter in the Habit 
of a Non-Con Parſon ; in regard, ſuch rarely get 
their Bread, till they have loſt their Teeth to eat 


it. However, being call'd to the Bar, I began 


to conſider, what Way I might beſt ſettle myſelf 
into Buſmeſs with the leaſt Certainty of Expence, 
and the greateſt Probability of Advantage. A- 
mongſt all the numerous Projects that flld m 
Head, I could think of none like going a el 


Circuit: For happening one Day (in Trinity Term) 


to dine at a Welſß Judge's Houſe, with whom 1 
was acquainted, I met there ſome Attornies of that 
Country, who, in leſs Time than a Man * 
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ſay over a Pater Noſter, made all that was ſet upon 
the Table inviſible; and then, to make us amends, 
entertain'd us with a romantick Harangue of the 
Felicities of North-Wales, which they talk'd of, 
as if they had been deſcribing the Land of Promiſe, 
that flow'd with Milk and Honey ; nay, they 
wanted little of perſuading me, that Broad Cloth 
of Twelve Shillings a Yard grew upon the Hedges; 
and every now and then, a Requeſt was wedg'd 
in, that I would come and practiſe amongſt them. 
There needed not halt ſo many uy I" to put 
me upon a Thing I was naturally torward enough 
to undercake, So the Bargain was quickly ftruck 
up, and I fully determined to viſit Vales the very 
next Circuit, 5 | | 

But, before I proceed any further, I will firſt 
premife ſome Account of the Place and Inhabitants, 
and then {peak ot my own Treatment there. 


Wales then (anciently called Canibria) is divided 


into North and South Wales. Iis the former of 
theſe I propoſe to ſay ſomewhat of, This conſiſts 
of {ix entire, tho' ſmall Counties, viz. Montgomery, 
Flint, Denbigh, Merioneth, Caernarvon, and the 
Iſle of Angleſea, and is ſeparated from England by 
the Rivers Dee and Severn. 

The Air is the beſt Thing it has to boaſt of, and 
will ſooner procure you an Appetite, than furniſh 
you with Means to ob it. 


The Country looks like the fag End of the Crea- 


tion ; the very Rubbiſh of Noab's Flood ; and 
will (it any thing) ſerve to confirm an Epicurean in 

his Creed, That the World was made by Chance. 
The higheſt Hills that ever I ſaw in England, 
ſuch as Penygent, Ingleborough, and the like, are 
meer Cherry-ſtones to the Britiſh Alps; and no 
more to be compar'd with them, for Stature, than 
a Graſhopper with Goliab of Gatb. So that there 
is not, in the whole World, a People that live ſo 
near 


A Trip to North-Wales. 63 


near to, and yet fo very far from Heaven, as the | 11 
Helſb do. 1 
You cannot travel from Town to Town, but you ih 
muſt needs take the Clouds in your Way, who ſo 4: 
gratefully reſent your Civility in calling upon them, 81 
that you will have no Occaſion to complain they i 
| ſend you away dry; for you may, at your Jour- | 
ney's End, beſhake your Cloaths with as good a 1 
Grace, as any Water Dog does his ſhaggy Pan- 30 
taloons. pl 

A Tree challenges as many Lookers on here, as 
a Blazing Star, or an African Monſter, does elſe- 1 
where. And for green Things (Leeks only ex- 74 
cepted) you might have ſeen as many in Egypt when 85 
the Locuſts had been rapareeing the Country. | 

Coaches in many Parts were never ſo much as 
heard of, nor can the Natives form any Ideas of 
them, that ate not as diſproportioned to the Truth, 
as Montezuma's Conception of the Sea, who had 
never ſcen any thing longer than a Horſe-Pond. 
Carts are about the Size, and ſomewhat of the 
Shape, of Brexers Drays. 

Horſes are no Rarities, but very eaſily miſtaken 
for Maltifl- Dogs, unleſs view'd atrentively ; they 
will live halt a Week upon the Juice of a Flint- 
ſtone. (For Graſs and Hay they know as little 
as Oats) And they will run upon the Ridge of 
a Mountain as thin as the Back of a Knite, with as 
much Security and Speed, as an accompliſh'd Race- 
Horſe will exert upon New-Market- Heath, or Saliſ- 
bury Plain. 

heir Beaſts are all ſmall, except their Women, 
and their Lice, both which are (to an Hyperbole) 
of the largelt Size. 

They want not Store of Mutton that is tolera- 
bly ſweet, for Meat ſo lean: But Goat's Fleſh (as 
mors ſyitable to their own rank Conſtitution) — 
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the Preference ; this, forfooth, they call Rock- 
Veniſon. 

Thefe Goats are ſuch excellent Climbers, that the 
only Way to be familiarly acquainted with them, 
is to tender your Reſpects, by a Muſquet-Ball. 

Little want is there of Fifh ; ſuch as Trout, 
Gauinaud, Salmon, Lobfters, and the like, but no 
Maids to be met with. 

Their Beef is as tough as an Artillery Man's 
Coat upon a Training Day, and requires a very 
Oftrick's Stomach to Gigeſt it. 

You cannot fuppofe they want Pork in a Country 
ſo very Swiniſh. 

Their dreſſing Victuals ſerves to verify an old 
Proverb, That where God ſends Meat, ſome body 
elfe will furniſh them with Cooks. 

Their Houſes generally conſiſt but of one Room, 
but that ptentifully ſtocked with Inhabitants ; for 
beſides the Proprietors, their Children, and Ser- 
vants, you ſhall have two or three Swine and 
Black- Cattle (White they are never without) un- 
der the ſame Roof, and hard to ſay, which are 
the greateſt Brutes. | 

ſe Houfes have Holes dug in their Sides, 
that ſerve them for a double Purpoſe, both to let in 
Light, and to let out Smoak ; they repreſent both 
Windows and Chimnies : For, ſhould a Man have 
a Chimney pearching on the Top of his thatched 
Manſion there, he would ſtand in great Danger of 
being prick d down for High-Sherift. 

Cow-dung is their principal Firing ; and the 
neater Sort uſe Swine's Dung inftead of Soap. 

Neceſſary Houfes are the only Places reputed 
needleſs here : Perhaps the ſame Pot that boils 
their Food ſerves them for another Uſe. This you 
may aſſure yourſelf, there is very ſoft treading near 
a Neid Houſe for thoſe that are aa Fry 

orns. 


A Trip to Notth-Wales. 65 


Corns. In a Word, it is an abſolute Cataplaſm ; 
but no Carrion will kill a Crow. 

Thus much for their Habitations: Now ft thoſe 
that dwell in them. 


Some ſuppoſe them to be deſcended from the ſame 
common Parents with us ; but to hear one of them 
talk, you would take them tor a Sort of Pre- Ada- 
mites ; nor can there be any thing imagined fo 
troubleſome, as a Pelſpman, when poſſeſſed with 
the Spirit of Genealogy, They are, doubtleſs, 
the true Offspring of the ancient Britons, and have 
crept into this obſcure Corner of the World, no 
ways able to recompenſe the Toil of Conquett : 
They liv'd many Ages undiſturbed, and as faie as 
a Thief in a Mill, till our Edward, with much a-do, 
cudgell'd them into Humanity, and perſuaded them 
(ſore againſt their Will) to live a little like the reft 
of their Neighbours. | 

Wolves were formerly as plentiful among them, 
as Pick-pockets at a Conventicle, till their Princes 
being obliged to pay a yearly Tribute of Three 
hundred: In Proceſs of Time, no noxious Ver- 
mine, but the Inhabitants, were left in the Land. 

They have this in common with the Jews, that 
they ever marry in their own Tribe, which, as itis 
detrimental ro them ; ſo it is highly advantageous 
to all others. 11100 „ 

Their Language is inarticulate and guttural, and 
ſounds morè like the Gobbling of Geeſe, or Tur- 
kies, than the Speech of rational Creatures. It is 


ſtuffed as full with Aps, as ever you ſaw a Leg ot 


Veal with Parſly. nk oh „ 
They are fo well vers'd in the Hiſtory of their 
Deſcents, that you ſhall hear a poor Beggar Wo- 
man derive her Extraction from the firſt Maid of 
Honour, to Nimrou's Wite, or elſe the thinks ſhe 
is No- body: £0368. $94 ee 
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If they want a Pewter-Spoon or Porringer in 
their Houſe, yet will they by no Means be without 
a Pedigree. | 

The Itch is more hereditary among them than 
Eſtates ; and they have Lice upon all their Bodies. 
To remedy the tormer of theſe Inconveniencies, 
(the other is not reputed any) they anoint them- 
ſelves ſo profuſely with Brimſtone, that their Shirts 
and Shifts might almoſt ſerve inſtead of Card- 
Matches; fo that they are intolerable Company, 
if once they get the Wind of you. 

They are ſuch great Lovers of Cleanlineſs, that 
they never ſhift above four Times a Year, and 
that exactiy upon Quarter-Day, except it happen 
to be Leap-Year. 

Moſt of the middle (and all the meaner) Sort; 
are as abſolute Strangers to Shoes and Stockings, 
as to moral Honeſty, whereby their Legs and 
Feet become, in Time, ſo callous, that hardly any 
thing will hurt them. | 
For their Chriſtianity (if you'll believe Tertullian) 
they came by it very eaſily; but, like an old Coat, 
it is now grown ſo thread- bare, that you can hard- 
ly make it out, that there ever was ſuch a Thing 
as 1 among them, 

They preface every thing, with Kot and St: 
Taphy knous; which Saint was a very worthy 
Gentleman, that could play at Back- ſword 
well. You may read of him plentifully in that 
excellent Book, call'd, The Hiſtory of the Seven 
Champions ; to which I refer you for further In- 
format ion. 

Their moſt uſual Imprecations are theſe ; May 
Bur never wear Leek more; May hur be choak- 
- ee Cheeſe , and the Tipbill bite bur 

off. | 

Their Churches ſomewhat reſembled the Fewiſ# 
Tabernacle converted intoa Pidgeon-houſe. — 

| e 
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Pews look exactly like the Pens for Geeſe, Calves, 
and Hogs in Rumford-market, or Weft-Smithfield. 
And there it is, that (by Way of Ornament, not 
Uſe) they depoſit thoſe tew Bibles they have. 
Their Pulpits (generally the Trunk of ſome hol- 


low Tree) are badly covered, and worſe lined. 


* 


Their Prieſts (which are made of the vileſt of the 
People) have juff Latin enough to intitle them to 
the Benefit of the Clergy, and no more. For 
Greek, it ſuffices them to have heard there is ſuch a 
Thing in the World; they never trouble themſelves 
about it. Hebrew, they are the beſt quallified for 
that can be, partly in Regard of their own gut- 
tural Pronunciation, and partly becauſe its Roots 
flouriſh beſt in barren Ground; but they are as 
abſolute Strangers to it, as the reſt of the uncir - 
cumciſed World. 

Yet it is rare to ſee any of them without the 
Rubrick, and Cambridge Arms, Lucem & Pocula, 
Fire 8 Cups in their Faces; ſo very conformable 
are they. 

The Surplices are full as coarſe (and almoſt as 
white) as Carmens Frocks ; you would take them 
for ſpiritual Muckenders, for they are perpetually 
wiping their Noſes on them. 

Five Marks a Year will creditably and comforta- 
bly maintain one of thoſe illiterate Sir Fohns, his 

ife, and fix Children; nor do they deſerve one 


Penny more than they have. They are univerſally 


the Sow-gelders and Ale-houſe-Keepers of their 
reſpective Pariſhes. 

heard a Parſon recommend, in publick, a Wo- 
man that had the French-pox, firſt to the Mercies 
of God, in his Prayer, next to the Charity of all 
pious well-diſpoſed Chriſtians, that knew not how 

ſoon it might be their own Condition. 
At Penmoribey, ſume of our younger Sort ſent 
ene Evening for a Fidler ; and who do you think 
K 2 ſhould 
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ſhould come, but the Reverend Doctor of the Pa- 
riſh ; who pull'd a ſmall ſqueaking Inſtrument 
(miſcall'd a gry: out of a Slir in his Caſſock, 
and began to make as good Melody as three or 
four Cats in a Garret at Mid-night. A Perſon 


preſent threw a Cake of Butter at him, which ſo 


obnubilated one Side of his Ecclgſiaſtick Chaps, he 
threarched to complain to his Dioceſan, who was 
a Juitice of Peace, but was ſoon ſtopped by a Pre- 
ſent of Sixpence ; a Sight, I ſuppoſe, he had not 
been bleſs'd with ſince laſt Eaſter- Offerings. After 
which, he was ſo very pliant to the Humours of 
the Company, that you might, without Offence, 
have kicked him like a Foot-ball. Do 
| You may expect, but will not find, any Rings of 
Bells here; yet moſt of their Churches have one, 
about the Bigneſs of a large Candleſtick, hung up- 
on (not in) a Thing like a Steeple, as a Muſhroom 
is a Millpoſt: This is generally rung out upon any 
joyful News. | | 

I remember once we had a Church-Warden's 


Accounts canvaſs'd in Court, and among other 


Things, there ate theſe that follow. _ 

Item, Threepence for a twiſted Hay-Rope to 
the Bell at St. Mary's Church. | 
Item, Sevenpence for a Gate, to keep off Tho- 
mas ap Richard's Cow from devouring the afore- 
laid Rope. 3 55 

Their Church- yards ſerve the Dead for a Bu 
rying, and the Living for a Dancing- place, an 
that every Sunday; for there you ſhall ſee a blind 
Harper mounted upon a Grave-ſtone, making 
admirable Harmony, ſurrounded by the Long- 
ear d Tribe, like another Orpheus amongtt the 
Beaſts. JJ | 
For their civil Government, it is after the Mo- 
del of Eagland; but, in many Things, as aun 
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varies from it, as the Turkiſh Alcoran does from 
the Scorch Directory. ; 
They have Judges of their own, that carry 
with them, in their Circuits, an itinerant Chan- 
cery, King*s-Bench, Common Pleas, and Ex- 
chequer ; ſo that the ſame Hand that inflicts the 
Wound at common Law, applies the Equity Plaiſter 
allo, | | — 

In three Weeks Time they will ſue a Man to an 


Out-lawry. It is the Form of one of their Pro- 


clamacions ; Morgan Cadwaladar, Gent. come forth 
and anſwer to Fane ap Rice Williams, in a Plea of 
Dower, or elſe you loſe three Kine, Price Fifteen 
Shillings. 

They are very favourable to their own Country- 
men, and will by no Means ſubje&t them to any 
capital Puniſhment: An Inſtance of which we had 
in our Circuit, where we could not hang one Man. 
There was a Fellow indicted for Sheep-itcaling, and 
a very pregnant Evidence of his Guilt produc'd, yet 
the thick-ſcull*d Jury brought him in guilty of Man- 
laughter. But Strangers are not to expect ſuch fair 
Quarter. | | 

Their civil Actions are brought upon very frivo- 
lous Accounts. As for your Hens ſcraping up a 
Daiſy in your Neighbour's Garden; for a Philip on 
the Noſe ; for ſaying you are no true Nelſpman, and 
the like. 

No Man will appear there, either upon a Jury, 
or a Witneſs, unlcſs he be call'd by his Addition 
of Quality, as well as Name; as Hugh Owen, Eſq; 
Evan Roberts, Gent. nay, it has been known, that 
when my Lords the Judges have, in their Circuits, 
been ſo crowded, as to be well nigh ſtifled upon the 
Bench ; and the Sheriff has found all his Mandates 


to keep the King's Peace, upon Pain of Rebellion, 


invalid, he has at laſt been torc'd to cry, © All you 
* that are Gentlemen of Wales, and antient Britons, 
285 © ſtand 
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* {tand off, and keep your Diſtance ;* which has ef- 
fectually done the Butineſs. 
They are of a hot, cholerick Temper, and will, 


upon a Word's ſpeaking, rur. at you with their 


Knives, full drive: But as their Valour is ſoon kind- 
led, ſo it as quickly evaporates. 

For their Women, they are happy that know 
them only by Report; for ta have to do with 
them is, in a liceral Senſe, to be guilty of the Sin of 
Uncleanneſs, $9 

Reading is a valuable Accompliſhment amongſt 
both Sexes; but, to be able to write too, makes 
them preſently c::-mmence Rabbies ; for many, even 
of the better ſort, think themſelves no mean Scho- 
lar, if they have once attain'd to be able to ſet 
their marks to a Deed. 

Their Wenches unſpit Meat with their naked 
Teeth, which are full as ſweet as clean; fo that 
had Cornelius Agrippa ſeen Wales, tis more than 
—— he had rank'd their Cookery amongſt his 

anities of Soience. | 

Butter 1s there of a dark yellowiſh Complexion, 
mix'd with green; and you muſt hold your Noſe 
in your own Defence, before you can put it into 


your Mouth. However, tis very good to greaſe 


Cart-wheels. 

Eggs bear no Price, unleſs they have Chickens 
in them, and then they are as much coveted, as 
Green Peaſe in Fenuary by a Big-bellied Woman, 
or Spiders by a ſick Monkey. 

Toaſted Cheeſe epitomizes all Dainties with 
them ; and they eat it with as much Luxury as the 
Scotch do Steenbarnack, or the Iriſh, Bonniclabber, 
It is made of Cows Milk, mixt with that of Goats, 
Bitches, and Mares; ſo that an Eugliſpman would 
as ſoon chooſe to dine with a hungry Tartar, upon 
Sun-burnt Horſe-Fleſh, as put a Bic of it into his 
Mouth. N : | 

Forks 
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Forks they never uſe, looking upon Fingers asthe 
more primitive Inſtirution, 


Their Liquor is of a pale deceitful Complection, 


but as treacherous in its Effects, as the worſt of 
thoſe that either brew or uſe it. 

To ſum up their Character in one Word: 

They live lazily and heatheniſniy; they ear and 
drink naſtily, lodge hardily, ſnore protoundly, 
belch perpetually, ſhift rarely, louſe frequently, and 
ſmoak Tobacco everlaſtingly. 

An Account of my Entertainment amongſt em 
muſt now enſue, | 

I had no ſooner paſſed the River Dee, but I be- 
gan to grow ſenſible I was not in Exgland; for the 
Country I was got into, look'd no more like it, 
than it a Man had been in America, or the moſt 
uninhabited Parts of Arabia. There was a ſavage 
Air in the Face of every body I met, that plainly 
told me, theſe muſt be deſcended from Brutus, the 
Nephew of Virgil's Hero. 

The firſt Town we ſtepp'd in, was the We 
Pool in Montgomeryſhire ; where we were ſo come 
modiouſly lodged, that it may be preſum'd Ma- 
rius, when in the Fus Minturnum, lay in a Palace, 
compar'd with this ill-favour d Refemblance of an 
Inn. We got early to Bed, in regard of next Day's 
Journey, which conſiſted ot twelve H//# (chat is to 
ſay thirty-ſix Eng/iſp) Miles; for every one of them 
was a complete Dutch League. 

I had not gone above a third part of the Way, 
cer my Horſe loſt a Shoe, an ordinary Misfortune 
in that rocky Country. I deſired the Judge to ſtay 
till he was ſhod, but he told me he cold not, for he 
was oblig' d, by ſuch an Hour, to meet his Brother 
at the City of Dinas Mouthaye (a Place I ſhall no 
more forget, than a Parliament Soldier Edge- Hill 
or — which, as he ſaid, lay ſtrait 
on, and was but (ix Miles diſtant: ' I * 
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Man to book it down, to prevent Miſtakes; and 
expected to find a Place, at leaſt twice as big as 
Shrewsbury. Well, I got my Beatt ſhod, with 
much ado, by as very a Beaſt as himſelt; a Smith 
that could ſpeak no more Enghſb than a Dromeda- 
ry, and work'd at leaſt three Fachom under Ground, 
like the ancient Trog/odites Herodotus and Strabo 


mention. | 


The firſt Object 1 met, I had like to have miſ- 
took for a Piece of German Clock-work; his Head, 
Hands, and Feet, all kept Time whilit he pur 
himſelf to no leſs Pains than Hercules in cleanting 


the Augean Stables, to make a living Automaton, 


call'd a Keel, or Horſe, move. The Creature 
appear*d thoroughly to have imbib'd the Doctrine 
of Paſſive Obedience, and no more valued his 
Rider's Stripes and Kicks, than the French King 
does the Duke of Modena; but ſtill preſerved, in 
his Pace, a Majeſtick Spaniſh Gravity: It look'd 
as if he had lineally deſcended from Praiſe God bare 


| bones, and was ſo groſs an Idolator, that almoſt every 


Moment it bowed down to. Stocks and Stones. 
Friend, ſays I, which is the way to the City of Di- 


nas Mout baye? He ſurvey'd me with as great At- 


tention, as it he deſign'd to draw my Picture, for a 
full Quarter of an Hour; and then comtorted me 
with a Diggon Comrague, Dimſarſnick, i. e. (as I was 
afterwards told) I can ſpeak Welſh but no Englith.. 
At laſt, riding on, (after not a few perplexing Fears) 
I was got into the Middle of the City, enquiring 
the way to it; till a Woman, that had Shoes and 
Stockings on (whom, for that Reaſon, I took to be 
4 Perſon of Quality) told me I was in tbe High- 
Street. Caſting my wonder- ſtruck Eyes about here 
and there, by ſome half Pikes, that over-topp'd a 
ſmall Cottage, I began to perceive my Judge was 
got into his Grandeur, and fo it proved. 
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I found him in the uppermoſt Room of the 1 
Houſe (that had, notwithſtanding, a Clay Floor) 0 
which was hung with as noble and elegant Tapeſtry 8 
as ever Spider's Room produc'd. bt 

The Porridge-pot (bold as it was) fac'd his Ma- 
jeſty's prime Commiſſioners of Oyer and Terminer, 
without the leaſt Appearance of Shame ; but the 
Broom, as if Good-Houſewitery were quite out ot 
Countenance, was modeſtly retired in a Corner be- 
hind the Door. It had two Beds at the Upper-end, 
a Goat and two Pigs at the Lower-end, and a Fire- 
place in the Middle. His Lordſhip bad me wel- 
come, and told me I came in Pudding Time, for 
they were juſt going to Dinner, and ſtay'd only for 
Mr. Mayor : Ay, thought I, it muſt needs be a 
bleſſed Mayor that belongs to this Corporation; 
and in the Midſt of my Contemplations, his Wor- 
ſhip was pleas'd to appear. 

here was a Fellow that carried a Battoon, or 
Truncheon (daub'd with yellow at each End, in 
Imitation of Gilding) much of the ſame Faſhion 
with thoſe the Marthals of the City Militia carry 
before their Captains, inſtead of a Mace before him; 

He was of a Preſence ſufficien.ly auguſt and 
venerable, for he had juſt ſuch a Face as our Sign 
Poſt-Daubers give King Henry VIII. of glorious 
Memory ; and it might be divided, as Dr. Heylin 
has done the Kingdom of Poland, into Wood- 
Land and Champion: The nethermoſt Part was la- 
mentably over-grown with Hair, which much re- 
ſembled Bafat a Baker. His Hat might be worth 
about two Groats, for the Kitchen-ttuff that was 
on it; but ſetting aſide that, the whole Inventory 
of his Wearing Apparel had been over-rated at 
Sixpence. His Cloaths hung about him like Bandi- 
leers or Sauſages ; and to ſpeak the Truth, he was 
the raggedeſt Dog of a Magiſtrate that ever my 
Eyes beheld. 
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However, the Judges gave him the Right-hand 
of Fellowſhip, and ſer him at the Upper End of 
the Table, where, after a little ot the Welſb Ale 
had invaded his Pericranium, his Tongue run as 
nimbly as Wild- fire, aud that fo very long, that 
the Philoſophers, who were at a Loſs for a perpe- 
tual Motion, might have found it there. 

I remember (amongſt other Things) pointing to 
a Houſe over the way, that the Sun ſhone thro' in 
about five and forty Places (and where one would 
have thought a Dog, or Cat, could not have ſub- 
ſiſted a Fortnight without catching Cold, ) Kot knows 
(fays my old Gentleman) hur Family has flouriſbd 
there theſe Eleven Hundred Tears. 

From thence we depatted, after Dinner, for the 
Town of Dolgelihlie, in Merionethſhire, where we 
kept our firſt Aſſizes, or (co ſpeak in their Lan- 
guage) Great Seſſions. 

In our Paſſage, upon the Brow of a Mountain, 
we were met by the High-Sheriff, at the Head of 
the Gentry : They were ſuch as would hardly have 
paſs d Mutter, tor petty Conſtables here; but there 
it was every one, Colonel ſuch- a- one, and Juſtice 
ſuch- a- one. They were mounted upon little Kef- 
fels, about a Cubit and half high, to which a 
Scotch Galway, or Iriſp Garron, look'd like Bu- 
cephalus himſelf; but what they wanted in Sta- 

ture was abundantly ſupply'd with the Length of 
Mane and Tail, and a deep Channel between e- 
= Brace of Ribs, | 

his Town. of Dolgelthlie, had ſeveral Things 
very remarkable belonging to ir; of which, the 
moſt memorable were theſe. 

Hrſt, It was wall'd wich Walls fix Miles high, 
meaning a Ridge of Rocks that environ'd it : And 
they were ſuch, I'll aſſure you, as would have bid 
Defiance to Hannibal and all his Vinegar. 


Then 
» w_ 
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Then we came into it under Water, and out of 
it over Water. A boarded Channel convey'd a 
ſmall River over our Heads; and we went out of 
it over a Bridge, More Anglicano, 

Then the Steeple grew. There was but one 
Bell, a meer Tintinnabulum, and that hung in a 
Tree, which, to do the Country Right, was the 
only Tree I ſaw growing there: For, ſetting aſide 
that, I did not ſee living Timber enough to make 
a Whipping-Polt ot. 

Lafily, There were more Ale-houſes than Houſes 
in it ; for every Houſe was ſubdivided into divers 
little Tenements, each of which ſold Drink apart. 

Surrounded by a vaſt Tribe of the bare-tooted 
Regiment, we got, at length, to our Lodgings ; 
where I deſired my Landlady to ſhew me a good 
Room : That ſhall you have, ſays ſhe, Kot knows : 
And ſuch a one as Chriſt nor St. David ever lodged in. 
And in that ſhe ſpoke nothing but Truth; for it 
was a Ground-Chamber, whoſe Walls looked as 
if they had catched the Leproſy. They were plai- 
ſtred with Mortar of twenty different Sorts of Co- 
lours ; and at the Bed's-head was a Cranny, thro 
which the Wind diluted with Force enough to 
blow off a Man's Night-Cap. | 
No leſs than a whole Cart=load of monumental 
Timber was carved into my Bed-ſtcad; and it was 
to be aſcended by a Ladder of ſix or eight Steps, ſo 
that it was highly neceſſary for a Man to make 
his Will before he went into it, leſt, if he had 


tumbled out in the Night, he had awaked in ano- 


ther World the next Morning, as infallibly he 
muſt have done. 

The Ticking was ſo obdurate, that it ſeemed to 
be quilted with Flint-ſtones inſtead of Feathers; 
and perfectly drew Indentures in my Fleſh. 

Upon the Teſter, a whole Race of Weiß Spi- 
ders, deſcended, as I preſume, from the great 

: 1 Cadwalader, 
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Cadwalader, hung in Cluſters, ready to drop into 
my Mouth, if I ſlept with it open. 
I had a Pair of Sheets laid on as coarſe as any 
Nutmeg-grater: I wiſh, to my Comfort, I could 
have ſaid they had been half as clean; for they 
look'd of as dimſy a Complexion, as it they had 
ſcrubb*d haif the Keffels, or Horſes, in the Country 
with them. When I expreſſed my DiflatisfaCtion, 
and told my Landlady, I did at leaſt, depend up- 
on the Civility of a Pair of clean Sheets, as being 


.us'd to wear pretty good Linnen : She reply'd, Kot 


knows, I need not be ſo nice; they had not been lain 
in bnt ſix or eight Weeks ; ſhe took them freſp off her 
Husband's Bed And then you Know 1 had no 
Reaſon to complain. | 

Well! in L got, but could no more ſleep, 
than if I had been in Regulus's Barrel, or Little- 


eaſe ; for I had a Regiment or two of Fleas im- 
mediately at free Quarter upon me; which: prov'd 
ſuch admirable Phlebotomiſts, that I hardly knew 


myſelf next Morning, when I came to conſult a 
Looking-glaſs. And they may talk what they 
will: of their black Cattle; I am ſure 1 found ſome 


of a different Complexion next Morning; and, in. 


a Week's Time, I was grown ſo complete a Gra- 
zier, that I could have ſtock'd e' er & Partar in the 
Country. My judge lodg'd in ſomewhat a better 
Room over-head; and following him down Stairs 
one Day, I had the Luck to find an over- grown 
Louſe of the firſt Magnitude, on his' Scarlet 
Robes. I was at firſt ſtrongly tempted to lay 
violent Hands on it, for its Audacity; but at 
laſt reſolved to let it alone; concluding it muſt 
needs, ſome Time or other, tall into the Hands of 


Juſtice; as no doubt but it did, thought unknown 


to me. 


My 
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My Man they cramm'd into a Hole in the Roof 
of the Houſe, the Hieroglyphick of an Qven, much 
about the Size of an Eugliſb Hen-rooſt; where, 
notwithſtanding, as he told me himſelf, he made a 
Shift to enjoy a more comfortable Repoſe than his 
Maſter could meet with. | 

But this was not all: Misfortunes rarely come 
ſingle : In the Middle of the Night (wanting the 
uſua! Fortifications of Lock and Bolt to my Cham- 
ber-Door) in comes a great Sow, who, I ſuppoſe, 
had been Tenant in Poſſeſſion there before, and 
came to claim a Re-entry, She was ſo very big, 
that I was horribly afraid ſhe would have pigg'd 
under my Bed: With this grunting Chamber-fel- 
low I was obliged to paſs over the Night, but ne- 
ver in my whole Lite before pray'd either ſo hear- 
tily, or ſo often, Phoſphore redde Diem. 

Next Morning, occaſionally conſulting a Bir of 
Looking-glaſs that was paſted up againſt the Wall 
(in which a Pigmy could not ſee his Phiz, but by 
Symechdoche) 1 found I was grown an abſolute Stran- 
ger to my own Countenance, ſo miſerably had my 
Cannibals excoricated and disfigur'd it. 


When 1 got up I call'd for a Baſon of Water, 


to ſee if the liquid Element would contribute any 
thing towards meliorating my Looks. The Wench 
(to thew the Frankneſs of her Temper) brings no 
leſs than a Pail-full, but ſo very dirty, that (ex- 
cepting her own Face) I faw nothing likelier to turn 
a Man's Stomach in a Morning faſting. All that 
I ſhall ſay of my Towel is, that it was very correſ- 
pondent to my Sheets. | 

I next ſent out for a Barber (reſolving to ſet the 
beſt Face upon Matters I could) and, in about half 
an Hour's Time, in comes à greaſy Fellow, ſwift 
to ſhed innocent Blood, who, in a trice, from a 
portable Cup- board, call'd his Cod- piece, pulls 
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out a woollen Night-Cap that ſmelt very much of 
human Sweat and Candle-greaſe) and about two 
Ells of Teweling, of ſo coarſe a Thread, that they 
might well have ſerv'd a zealous Catholick inſtead of 
penitential Hair-Cloth. 

After ſome tumbling, he pulls out a Thing he 
call'd a Razor, but both by the Looks and Effects, 
one would eaſily have miſtaken ic for a Chopping- 
Knife; and with pure Strength of Hand, in a 
ſhort time, he ſhav'd me ſo clean, that not only 
the Hairs ot my Face, but my very Skin was be- 
come inviſible ; tor he left me not ſufficiear to make 
a Patch for an Aithiopian Lady of Pleaſure : I 
gave him a ſmall Piece, bearing Cæſar's Image and 
Superſcription ; at which, he doffed me fo low a 
Bow, that the very Clay Floor was indented with 
his Knuckles, and ſo he reverendly took his 
Leave. 

Going into the Kitchen, which was as near my 
Chamber as might be, I found my Landlady pre- 
paring for a very nice Piece of Cookery, and that 
was to make a Fricaſce of Chickens, by the Help 
of a Whiſtle that ſummon'd alſo her Maids and 
Hogs. The young Family were ſoon got to the 
Rendezvous; and when ſhe ſaw a full Appearance, 
a good Billet, artificially manag'd, made the Mit- 
timus of about Half a Dozen of them in a Mo- 
ment's Space; both their Feathers and Skin were 
ftripp'd, and the poor Creatures handled with more 
Barbarity, than a London Hangman ever us d a 
Traitor's Body. 


Whilſt I ſtood in a brown Study, contemplating 


her Neatneſs, I was on a ſudden ſurpriz'd with a 


Noiſe, much reſembling that of Coopers, Trunk- 
makers, Pewterers, and Tinkers, in Concert : In 
a Word, Babel itſelf never produced a more con- 
fus'd or inharmonious Jargon. 

| 42 | Upon 


" SG am a os <a <4. oct mo as oben i hoe, . tad s halo, 


© wc £A XA DL _ ws 


. os onone ooo "OE Wax - ws mm” My YR” was *' 


A Trip to North-Wales! 79 


Upon putting my Head out of the Window, I 


found it was a Company of their Militia, marching 


into a Valley to pertorm their Exeriſe : They did 
ſo exceedingly revive in my memory the Black- 
Guards, that I was ſome time before I could per- 
ſuade myſelf I was not at Charing-Croſs. 1 

They went as the unclean Beaſts enter'd the 
Ark, by Couples; moſt of them had Swords ſtuck 
in the Waiſtband of their Breeches for want of more 


regular Belts; they had Quires of brown Paper 


ſtitch'd upon their Stomachs to keep off Bullets; 
and about Two-Thirds of them were arm'd with 
Bird ing- pieces, as it they were going to make War 
with the Sparrows, Field-fares, and Jack-daws ; 
the reſt carried long Poles, miſcall'd Pikes: Their 
Colours ſeem'd to be patch'd together out of ſome 
old Darneux Curtains ; what their Impreſs was I 
could not learn, Their Drums were Pails and ſmall 
Tubs, headed with Pedigrees, which made a ter- 
rible Noiſe ; their Officers, for Diſtinction, in- 
ſtead of Scarves and Corſlets, wore great Bunches 
of Leeks in their Hats. When their Names were 
calPd over, you would have concluded you had 
heard the Muſter-roll of Xerxes's Army, but 'twas 
only, Vox, & preterea nihilia 

As I caſt my Eyes around, I eſpied an Object, 
that methought (in regard of his ruèful Looks, and 
wretched Habit) were intitled ro Compaſſion, if 
not Charity; and he ſeem'd, with a very moving 
tho' dumb Rhetorick, to invite me to a Conte» 
rence ; but, bleſs me! How eaſily are we Mortals 
miſtaken? This very individual numerical Animal, 
who was the abſolute Hieroglyphick of a Scare- 
crow, inſtead of asking me an Alms, as I verily 
expected, came to profer me a F rather Bribe ; 
for it ſeems, ſome malicious Neighbours of his 


had a Month's Mind to make him High-Sheriff 
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80 A Trip to North- Wales. 
of the County, he being a ſubſtantial Gentleman, 
worth Sixty Pounds per Annum, and he was deſi- 
rous to uſe my ſuppoſed Intereſt with the Judges to 
get him excus d. 

Thus was I introduc'd into the Circuit; what 
further memorable Paſſages did occur in, and out 
of Court, I deſign, if this meets with a friendly 
Reception, to make the Subject of a Second Parr, 
and fo for the preſent ſhall give a little Repoſe to 
my Pen and Fingers- ends. 
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A 
Funeral SER MON, 


Preached by the 
PARSON of LANGWILLIN: 


EARLY peloved Prethren ; I am here a- 

Z mong you to make a creat Preachment upon 

a tead Body: My rext is in the ten and 
twentieth Chapter ot the Macabes, the Ferſe, indeed, 
I cannot very well remember, but I am ſure it was 
there; the Words are theſe, Figitate e orate, that 
is to ſay, Watch and Pray. I will ſtick to my Text, 
I will warrant you: Our Creat-Crand- Father Adam 
was a very cood old Man, inteed, inteed, Truth he 
was, and lif'd in Kot's own Houſe, in Paradiſe, a 
fery fine Place, I will warrant you; he had all Things 
. profided to his Hands, he needed not to puy a Spoon 
or a Nocking, he hat all Sorts of Trees, as Pum-tree, 
Pere · tree, Sherry- tree, andCodling-tree, but for want 
of cood-take-heed, hur was ſall. Our Creat-Crand- 
Mother Efe, a Pox take her for a Plague, Pago muſt 
needs go rop an Orchard, the Tephil ſhew'd hur the 
Way, lor there is no. Miichief on Foot, but the Te- 
phil and the Woman muſt hate a Finger in the Pie; 
ſo hur was come Home, and perſnade hur Husband 
to eat ſome of hur ſtolen. Apple, it was Kot's Mer- 
cy it did not ſtick in hur Throat and choak him: 
After this, ſhe was profe with Child, and prought 
to ped of prafe Poy, and call hur Name, I cannot 
fery well remember Oh, Cain; yea, Cain; it was 
this prafe Poy, but unlucky Rogue, like hur Mother: 
After this, hur was prought to ped of nother prate 
Poy, and call hur Name Apel, oh, that was cood 
Lad ; and now. I come to part with my Text ; hur 
was pray, and had hur watch too, pefore Kot, hur 
M Prother 
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Prother Cain had not come pehind hur Pack and 
knock hur Prains out; this was murdering Fillan, 
ſo hur was forced to out- run hur Country, and fo 
into a ſtrange Land,which taught her ſtrange Tricks: 
O this Sin of Murther, my peloved, prought heaf 
Shudgment upon the Earth, and what do you thin 
it was? I will tell you then, It prought theſe Law- 
yers and Pum-pailiffs, to rop the People of their 
Eſtate and Money; after this my peloted, was come 
another Sin upon the Earth, and prought heafier 
Shudgment along with ir, and what do you think 
that was? I will tell you then, It prought theſe 
conſuming Catpillers, theſe deſtroying Locuſts, theſe. 
helliſh Vermin, join'd together with Exciſe-men, 
and Cuſtom-houſe Officers, to pry into everyNook, 
and look into every Corner for Trop of cood Trink 
marry; Kot confound them all, and from them, /i- 
bera nos Domine, that is to ſay, Cood Lord deliver 
us: My pelofed, peware, I peceechg of this loath- 
ſome Sin of Trunkenneſs, for our Creat-Crand- 
Father Noah had no ſooner ſcape Scouring in the 
Ark, and cot ſafe ro Land acain, put he went to 
the firſt Ale-houſe he could find, and there was 
Trink, trink, trink all Day, and all Night, and 
then come Home trunk, and puſe hur Family, fo 
I doubt it is with too many of you: My pelofed, 
at the treadful Day of Shudgment, when the Pa- 
ſtors ſhall be call'd to gife an Account of the Sheep 
delifer*d to their Sharge, and when the poor unwor- 
thy Parſon of Langwillin ſhall be call to gite an Ac- 
count for the Sheep deliter to my Charge, and when 
the Lord call, I will not hear; and when hur call a- 
cain, I will not anſwer ; and when hur call a third 
Time, I will ſay as old Ely bid Samuel ſay, Lord, 
ſpeak, thy Servant heareth thee ; and when he ask 
me for the Sheep dcliter'd to my Sharge, pefore 
Kot, I will tell him flat and plain, you are all turn'd 
Coats, (i. e.) Goats. + ps 
THE 
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As it was deliver'd in a 


SERMONin SnroesniReg 


OOT People, *tis written in the Pook of 
of Kot, I cannot tell well where ; put hur 
was ſure "twas tere, Viſbilata torata, that 

is much as to fay in hur Mutter Tongue, Waſp 
and Pray, wella go too, ten hur muſt liver hur Text 
out of te Pook of Kot, hur ſa id pefore hur cannot 
tell where, put hur was warrant hur, hur was tere: 
Atam, Fater Attam was coot old Man was warrant 
hur, muſt uſe t' old ſeperation, pecauſe acree peſt 
wid te Creek and Eprue: Attam, Fater Attam was 
plaſht in Paradiſe, Kot's nown Houſe, prave Houſe, 
prave Plaſhe, nay hur warrant hur *twas a ſweet 
plaſhe, where was all manner of prave Tings, all 
manner prave Tree, Appol-tree, Pum-tree, Fig- 
tree, Pere-tree, eye all manner of Tree; yet A- 
tam was fall, eye and how was Attam fall, Attam 
was fall upon Heva, and how was Attam fall upon 
Heva, for lack of coot take heed : Terefore take 
heed how you fall upon Heva, tat is, how you fall 
on your Vences, your prave Gu!s, your painted 
Punts ; for take heed to Viſbilata torata, Waſh and 
Pray, was warrant hur keep her Text ſtill. Heva, 
Moder Heva was plaſht tere too, Heva, Moder He- 
va was ſpy Appol on a Tree, a Pock on hur for hur 
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Lapour, Heva cat Appol, Heva gave Appol to At” 
tam, to Fader Attam, to deceive coot old Man, * 
Pock on hur again for hur Lapour : Coot People 
take heed of Heva, for Heva tid teceive coot Fader 
Attam, and all Woman do till teceive Man. 
Teretore hur ſay acain and acain, Viſbilata torata, 
— and Pray, hur warrant hur keep hur Text 
ill. 
Lot, old Fader Lot, was cood old Man too, had 


too Wences, two pretty Wences to hur Taughters : 


Lot made Wine, Lot tid trink Wine, and Lot was 
trunk. And how was Lot trunk? Why, wid 
trinking of Wine: Coot People take heed of 
trinking of Wine, tho? it is ſweet, for Trunkenneſs 
is a creat Sinne What tid Lot peloved when he was 
trunk, tid he fleep, no, her tid lye with poth hur 
nown Taughters, Opominable Ting; nay Lot tid 
get hur two Taughters we ſhild, which was very 
nought; and why tid hur ſo, for want of Grace, 
Vißbilata torata, Waſh and Pray, hur warrant hur 


. Taffie, Taffie, hvr nown Country-man was porn 
in Monmeutbſbire, neer te Creek of te well, was firſt 
Man plaid Welch Harp was prave King, and Saul, 
was a mighty King, but Taff was wiſc King ; yet 


Taffie fell? Taffie was fell upon Perſepa: O how was 
Taffie fell upon Perſepa? for lack of coot take heed; 


terfore take heed Viſhilata torata, Waſh and Pray, 
I warrant hur keep hur text ſtill. | 
Shobe that holy and ſhaſt Man, Shobe had muſh 
Oxe, muſh Aſſe, muſh Sheep, muſh Cowe, muſh 
Calte, muſh Camel, creat Houſe, muſh Shimney, 


yea muſh all Tings; yet ſhuſt Man Shobe was fall 


too, and how was ſhuſt Man Shobe fall? te Tiphill 
took hur, threw hur town, preſt hur and muſh 
Shabs, muſh Boyl, muſh Sore, muſh all Sickneſs, 
a Pock on te Tiphill for hur Lapour, have no coot 
will remain for te ſhuſt Man Sbobe : Terefore if te 


ſhuſt 
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ſhuſt Man Shobe was fall, hur had need take heed 
what hur do and what hur ſay, Viſbilata torata, Waſh 
and Pray, I warrant hur keep hur 'T ext ſtill. 

Tus you ſec, coot People, how tat Attam was 
fell, Heva was fell, Lot was ſell, Taſſe was fell, ſhuſt 


Man Sbobe was fell, yea all was fell: And how 


was all fell? All was fell from Kot to the Tiphell, 
from Heaven to Hell, tat prave Plaſſe, ro Hell tat 
foul ſtinking Plaſſe: Terefore Viſpilata torata, Waſh 
and Pray, hur warrant hur keep hur Text till, 
Tere are many more in te Pook of Kot tat was 
fell too, Abſolam was fell, and how was Abſolam 
fell? He was fell upon Damar his nown Siſter, 
Shaul was fell, and how? to Idletry. A creat deal 
more was fell too, put hur cannot name them, pur 
tey pe in te Pook of Kot, and, as hur faid pefore, 
hur cannot tell where, put tere tey be hurs ſure; 
Viſbilata torata, Waſh and Pray, hur warrant hur 
keep hur Text till. 

Prethren and Siſters, hur hope tat none of you 
will pe offended at hur Preachment, and ſay hur 
ſpeaks well, put hur Words and Actions acree not : 
Hur cannot ſhuſtifie hurſelf, hur was likewiſe fall 
too, and hur was have creat many Faults, put hur 
cive Kot Tanks, hur has always pin coverned py a 
cood Spirit, and my Toctrine hath civen coot Con- 
tent unto moſt of you: Hur has not pin proud, 
tat ye all know, hur might have pin a Beſhit, put 
hur cive Kot Tanks, hur had more Crace, and had 
rather make a Preachment here in a Tub, tan inte 
Tower. Terefore hur ſhall make uſe of hur Text 
and Viſhilata torata, Waſh and Pray, ta ther come 
not in tat Place, hur warrant hur keep hur Text 
ſtill. But hur muſt now come to make {ome uſes. 

Peloved People, you mult firſt take heed of Cu- 
roſity, or hur will pe trown out of Paradiſe, out of 
dat prave Plaſſe, dat ſweet Plaſſe, Viſpilata torata, 
Waſh aud Pray, hur warrant hur keep hur Text ſtill, 

Secondly, 
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Secondly, Take heed of peing trunk, for fear dat 
te Tiphill catch hur, and fo hur never come acain 
to ſee hur Friends and Countrymen. Viſhilata to- 
rata, Waſh and Pray, hur warrant hur keep hur 
Text till, 

Thirdly, Take heed of Whoring, for tat is a 
creat Sinne and will pring you to te Tiphill, put 
Viſhilata torata, Waſh and Pray, hur warrant hur 
keep hur Text till. | 

Terefore, coot People, take heed, and tink of 
hur Preachment, and contemn not te Advice of te 
Man of Kot, for if hur do, Kot will plague hur in 
tis World, and in te World to come. Viſbilata 
torata, Waſh and Pray, her warrant her keep hur 
Text till; 

Tus Peloved hur may ſee wat creat Danger tis to 
pe Trunkerds, Horemaſters, and inteed to pe 
nought: pe coot Fellows, put not trunk; love Wo- 
man, put not Hores; live honeſtly and Kot will 
pleſſe ye. So for tis Time hur has ton; for hur 
tink tat Tinner is almoſt ready, to which Kot pring 
hur for Mercy ſake, Amen. 
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Welch School- Maſter : 


BEING SOMRB 


Natural Obſervations made in the 
School of Llandwwfwrbwy, 


By R. Y. During his Reſidence there. 


— — 


Llandwufurhuy, March 1, 1708. 
SIR, 

EE ING your Papers communicated to the 
Publick in the moſt ingenious Tranſactions of 
the Royal Society; and being fir'd, I hope, or 

rather preſume, with a Deſire and Expectation of 
equal Glory, Irecollected that Saying of Mr. Cowley, 


Tentanda via eſt, qua me quoque poſſim tollere humo. 


And thence, upon ſerious Recollection of paſt Ac- 
cidents of my Life, I thought it might not be un- 
uſeful to Poſterity, nor to Mankind at preſent, to 
give an Account ot what happened to me ſince I firſt 
came to be a School-maſter, 

In the memorable year 1688, being an hundred 
Years after the Spaniſh Inva/zon, and twenty Years 
before this preſent Year, as may appear by the 
moſt exa& Calculation, a Perſon, whoſe Good- 
neſs is greater than my Deſerts, preferr'd me to 
the School of Landwuſurbuy: At my coming to 
the Town, I found Perſons of all Sorts and Sexes, 
Men, Women and Children ; and that Day (as I 

i all 
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ſhall always remember) there was a Woman 
brought-to-bed of ſeven live Children, which dying 
ſoon after, were put into a Tray, being half Boys 
and half Girls, viz. three Boys and three Girls, and 
one Hermorphrodite. I could not but wonder how 
Perſons ſhould be ſo prolitick, in ſo barren a Place; 
for the Town was ſurrounded with large Mountains, 
nor did you come into it any Way upon arable Land; 
for there is but one Way to the Town or Pariſh, 
and that was not convenient for a Coach and fix 
Horſesto turn in. This is all expreſſed in the very 
Name of Landwwfwrhwy, for w is ſignificant of a 
Mountain; and the more w's there is in a Town's 
Name, the more Mountains about it. Now there 
are few Towns in Wales without a w. The Name of 
the very Country itſelf beginning with itſhews it to 
be the predominant Letter of the Nation. Now w 
in this Town's Name being four times multiplied 
into itſelf, produces w four, or the fourth Power of 
the Root , which is equal to w. Mountains qua- 
dratically multiplied into w. Mountains which makes 
a Power of Mountains. The Word Llaz is the ſame 
that the Scotch and Iriſb pronounce Clan, which ſig- 
nifies a Company of People of the ſame Lineage; 
and, indeed, I tound in this Town, not only all of 
them a-kin each to the other, but likewiſe to all 
Welſhmen beſides: And, which moſt ſurpiized me, 
as they ſaid, were all Gentlemen. The Word Dwarf 
is not unlike in Sound and Signification to the Enxg- 


liſp Word Tuff, Ruff, Gruff. The Word Rwhwy is 


likewiſe the {ame as the Engliſp Word Crooked or 
Awry, ſo that the Pedigree of the Name of Llan- 
dwwfwrhwy being thus explained, it appears to be a 
Town encompaſſed with Mountains, with a rough 
crooked Way lcading to It. 

Theſe Mountains ſeem to be nothing elſe bat u 
Compoſition of ſuch hard, rocky, marmoreous, fliaty, 
lapideous, ſtony, ſcopulous, tor ry, cretacious, ob- 

durate, 
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durate, petrifactory, intractable, indoſſulible; and 
in a Word, mountainous Matter, as the Deluge could 
not carry away, nor the Rains, for many infinite 
Numbers of Years, altho'ꝰ (Gutta cavat Lapidem) be 
able to penetrate, nor, indeed, cauſe ſuch an Im- 
pteſſion upon them, as they might become fit ſor 
plowing or paſturing. | | 

Now ſpeaking of Mcuntains, I cannot but take 
Notice, that amongſt them is a Sort of Animal that 
is neither Sheep nor Cow, but ſerves the Inhabitants 
inſtead of both; it is endued with Gravity, and 
bearded like a Philoſopher, from its Infancy ; its 
Savour is of the rankeit, and its Manners inclined 
to Voluptuouſneſs ; it aſcends thoſe Mountains 
with great Facility, without any Help of Stairs or 


Ladder, even to the utmoſt Summit, where its 


Owner dares not follow, and a Teleſcope is want- 
ing to ſurvey its Proportion; it is very moderate in 
its Diet, and lives upon much leſs than a Maid and 
Car at board Wages; ſo that, in that Point, I can 
compare it to nothing but a Hackney Horſe, that 
is left to feed upon Rack-Staves, or ſome of my Ac- 
quaintance and yours, that will flea a Flint upon 
Occaſion, The Sides of ſome of theſe Mountains 
are not impervious by Art with ſuch Inftruments as 
Pick-Axes, Maundrills, Sledges, Iron Crows, Spades, 
and ſuch-like Things: Within the Veins lies a bi- 
ruminous, ſulphurious and opace Sort of Brittle 


Stones, combuſtible, inflamable ; which being carried 


firſt in Wheel- barrows, and afterwards in Carts, to 
the Town, is by the Inhabitants called Pitt-coal, 
with which the molt induſtrious, young Gentlewo- 


men of the Family generally makes a Fire, which 
ſerves for many Uſes, as warming their Fingers in 


Winter, brewing their Ale, ſeldom for waſhing their 


Linnen, ſometimes for toaſting theit Noſes, but daily 


for toaſting their Cheeſe. Wood Fapgotrs are ſcarcer 


here than at Bath or * : I have ſeen ſome 


Frait.. 
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Fruit-trees in the adjoining Vallies, . particularly 
one, whoſe Deliciouſneſs is protected with many 
ringent Excreſſences, and its Fruits is black when 
"ris red, and red when *tis green: there are ſeveral 
Trees of above a Foot high, which bear a Plum 
called Drumwhyddyth, almoſt as good, if not the 
{ame, as you and the North Brizons call a Slow, or 
a Slee : Athes, Elms, Oaks and Crab- trees we have 
none, ſo that we have no Conveniency of a Gallows 
nearer than Chefter. As for our Grals it is as long 
as that upon any of your Heaths whatſoever ; and 
tor Hay it is juſt enough to frighten a fat Ox, dry 
up a Mich Cow, and ſtarve a Horſe. One Thing 1 
maſt further obſerve to you, that within the Pariſh, 
abour halt a Mile from the Church, is a pretty Farm 
called Llaudavie, where formerly St. David's An- 
ceſtors lived; it is compoſed of Sand, broken Stones, 
Gravel and Rubbiſh, brought, as we ſuppoſe, from 
the neighbouring Hill: The ancient Edifice conſiſts 
of one large Room, in which there is an Apartment 
for the Gentry, divided by ſeveral Furze Faggots 
from the Offices, where uſually lodge a Poney, a 
Cow, a Calt, and two Milch Goats, when they ate 
ſo civil to come home, tor calling for. The whole 
Farm is a Thouſand Nine. Hundred Yards in Compaſs 
and Sixteen, Eighteen aud Twenty Yards in Breadth : 
It's ſcarce conceiveable how - conſiderable a Rent it 
yields to the Lord Ap Noah, whoſe Anceſtors pur- 
chaſed it from the Lord Ap Met huſalem. But to 

come more properly to my own Habitation, in the 
School of which, next under her Majeſty, I am ſu- 
pream Head and Governor: It was built, or rather 
hewed, out of a Rock, by Raynar, alias Morgan 
Dba, that is the good Morgan in the Days, and by 
the Command of the Patriarch Enoch Dba; all the 
Damage it ſuſtained by the Flood, was contracting 
ſome Damp; but Japhet knowing what Wales was, 
ſent his eldeſt Son Price ap Japbet, who * 
1 ; there, 
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there, endowed the School with twenty Chaldron 
of Coals yearly, which noble Benefaction does, or at 
leaſt ſhould, ſti]l continue. Since the Flood there have 
been four Hundred and Sixty: ſix, and I am the four 
Hundred and Sixty- ſeventh Maſter. Before the 
Flood, they living long, there were but two, Price 
ap Evan Dha the good, and Davie ap Shones Gor- 
ma, or the naughty; in whoſe Time the Flood 
came: So that, by adding two to four Hundred aud 
Sixty-ſeven, it I am not miſtaken, I am the four 
Hundred and Sixty-ninth Maſter from Raynar, alias 
Morgan Dha the Founder, and God bleſs him, and 
Price ap Faphet too. | | 
When I came to the School, I found but four 
that could read without Book, and never a-one but 
one that could write, and he could not write neither, 
for he had neither Pen, Ink, nor Paper, nor his 
Father before him; but I and my Uſher, who is my 
Wite, by great Induſtry, encreaſed my School to 
fix, all the moſt conſiderable Perſons of the Pariſh 
ſending their Sons and Daughters tous ; ſo that then 
I had two that could read fair, that could not read, 
and never a-one that could write; and by the Ma- 
thematicks, it's eaſy to calculate how much they im- 
proved: It is remarkable, I had never a Scholar 
under two Years old, nor any much more than thir- 
ty, tho? I have in other Places known ſeveral that 
have been upwards of forty. As my Scholars were 
preferred to Shoes and Stockings, they went off; ſo 
that, as I remember, at one Triennial Viſitation 
of the Biſhop*s,the School-maſter of Llanudwwfwrhwy 
being called, was asked by the Biſhop how many 
Scholars he had? I anſwered, I had none; for, by 
great Induſtry, I had ſo accompliſhed them, that 
their Parents, by my Advice, according to their Ca- 
paciries, had thought fit to provide for them in the 
bordering Counties, ſome to feed Sheep, and ſome 
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to ſteal them. 
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Near this Town is the fineſt Garden in theWorld ; 
for it is moſt productive of Leeks, and thoſe the 
moſt redolent : It is the ancient Garden of &. Da- 
vin; from whence he took the victorious Leeks, 
with which his Soldiers were crowned. To this = 
it is incloſed with a natural Stone Wall, upon whic 
15 this Inſcription. | 

Duyth, Liwyd, Dwynnyth, 
Liwyd, Dwyth, Whynnyth, - 
Whynnyth, Lhwyd, Mn, 
Lia, Nupnmth, Gwynn, 
Gwynn, Duynnyth, Whyth, 
Whynnyth, Lhwyd, Dwytb, 

It is obſervable, that in this Inſcription there ate 
but eight Letters, but each of them, by the different 
placing of Words, is ſignificant of ſeveral Things, 
from which I think ir is plainly demonſtrable, that 
in St. David's Time the Welch had only theſe eight 
Letters, D, G, H, L, N, T, W, I, one of which 
Letters, viz. H, is generally ſaid to be no Letter, ſo 
that we cannot poſitively affirm theſe eight Letters 
ro be more than ſeven, and that the reſt have been 
added unneceſſarily by the Superfluity and Luxuri- 
ouſneſs of after Ages, to expreſs ſuch Habits, Diet 
and Utenſils as were unknown to the ancient Bri- 
tons. I think I may not have injured them by the 
following Tranſlation : 

Come Britons, come, and each receive 
Such verdant Leek as tempted Eve, 
Tranſplanted here from Paradice, 
"Twill ſafely make thee Brave and Wiſe. 
*Tis with this Scent we will oppoſe 

The Sweetneſs of the Engliſh Roſe, 

I deſign you a ſecond ; in the mean Time, Vale, 
Vir docti ſime, & Societatem ſummam qua decet obſer- 
vantia meo Nomine ſaluta. 
| Tuus per omnes Caſus, 
| R. P. 
THE 
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Written in Latin 
By E. HoLpswoRTH, of Magd. Coll. Oxon. 


Made Engliſh 


By SAMUEL Coss, M. A. late of Trinity. 
College, CAMBRIDGE. 


I buman Men, 1 
SkilIfal in Guile and Miſchief, have contriv'd \f 
A dire Machine, full of inſiduous Fraud, | | 
They call a Tx ap, a mortal Foe to Mics: 
Homer's Batr. 
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SIVE 


KAMBRO-MYO-MAXIA: 


MI e Britonem, qui primus Vincula 
Muri | „„ 
Finxit, & ingenioſo occluſit Carcere Fu- 
| rem, 5 
Lethaleſque Dolos, & inextricabile Fatum, 
Muſa refer. Tu, Phebe potens, (nam te quoque 
quondam | | 
Muribus infeſtum dixerunt Smynthea Vates) 
O!] faveas; & tot Cambrorum e Montibus, unum 
Accipiens vice Pindi, adſis, dum pingere vetſu 
Res tenues, humilique juvat colludere Muſa, 
Mas, inimicum animal, prædari, & vivere rapto 
Suetum, impune diu, Spolit qua innata Libido 
Juſſerat, erravit, ſceleratam exercuit Artem 
Impavidus, ſalienſque hinc iltinc, cuncta maligno 
Corrupit Deute, & Patina male luſit in omni. 


Nil erat intactum, ſed ubique domeſticus Hoſtis 
Aſſiduus coviva a derat, non Mœnia Furtis 
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Excavat, interiuſque Domos exculpit edules. 
Gens tota incenſa eſt ſuper his, Rabieſque Do- 
lorque 
Diſcruciant Animos, frendent, juga ſumma perer- 
rant, * N | 
Stare loco ignorant, nam Cambris prona Futori 
Corda calent, ſubitaque igneſcunt Pectora bile, 
CumDigitis, credas Animos quoque Sulphure tinctos. 
Ergo, jubente Ira, dignas cum Sanguine Pænas 
Sumere decretum eſt, ſed qua Ratione Latronem 
* cautum illa queent, quo vindiee Furta repel- 
ant. 
Incertum ; neque Elis enim tua, Cambre, tueri 
Tecta, net adverſis poterat ſuccurrere Rebus. 
Illa quidem varias poſuit circum Ora cavernæ 
Infidias, tacitoque Pede ad Cava Limina repens 
Excubias egit; fruſtra: Mus nempe puſillo 
Corpore ſecurus, tanto & præſtantior hoſte 
Quo minor, intentum Prædæ ſi forte videret 
Cuſtodem aute fores, retro irruit, inque receſſus 
Aufugit curves, atque invia Felibus Antra: 
Inde Caput metuens iterum proferre, nex auſus 
Excurſus tentare novos, nifi Caſtra moverer , 
Prædo, atque omne aberat vigili cum Fele Peric'- 
lum. . 
Sic Cambri (Cambros liceat componere Muri) 
Eluſere Hoſtes, cum Julius, Orbe ſubacto, 
Imperio adjecit Britonas ; fic nempe receſſit 
Ad Latebras Gens tota, & inexpugnabile Vallum, 
Motites ; fic ſuſa Saxa inter, medioque Ruinz © - 
Deliruit tuta, & deſperans vincere, vinct © e 
Noluit ; hinc priſcos memorant longo 'Ordine Pa- 
7 e ST aha... 
Indomitaſque crepant Tetras, Linguæque ſenectam. 
Nlinos igitur poſtquam Mus ſæpius ungues 
Rufen; & Britoni Spes no erat ulla Saluties 
A ſocio Belli, ſupremo in Limite Terre 
Concilium accitur, qua nunc Menevia plorat 
rr Curatos 
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Curatos Mitrz Titulos, & Nomen inane 
Semi- ſepultæ Urbis ; properant hinc inde frequen- 
tes | 
Patreſque, Procereſque, & Odorum Sulphure Vul- 
us. 

Tum Senior, cui ſæpe ſuis in Montibus Hircus 
Prolixam invidit Barbam, cuique Ora Manuſque 
Priſca incruſtavit Scabies, ſpectabilis Aula 
Stat media, fractus Senio, Poſizgue reclinis 

Cambrorum vexato Humeries ; & Gutture ab imo 
Denſas præcipitans Voces, non, © inquit, aperto 
© De Cello, ſed Furto agitur; non exterus Hoſtis, 
« Sed — graviuſque Malum, nimis intimus 

pes, 

« Compulit huc Populum ; dominabitur uſque Ty- 
rannus | 

« Mus petulans? Vos, ergo Patres, Venerabilis 
Ordo, 

“ Que is Patriæ pretioſa Salus, finite Dolores 

“ Conſilio tantos, & ſi Spes ulla ſuperſit, 

* Propitias adhibete Manus: ſic Cadwaladeri 

* Dum clareſcat Honos, veſtra hic quoque Gloria 
creſcet. | 

Dixit, & ante Oculous Fragmenta, & mucida 

tollens | 
Fruſtula, Relliquias Furti, Monumenta Rapinæ, 
Exacuit Cambrorum Iras: Nunc æmulus Ardor 
Vindictæ, nunc Ladis Amor, ſub Pectore Patrum 
Ardet, inauditam meditatur quiſque Ruinam 


Muri, Muſcipulamque ſtat im extudit omne Cerebe- 


rum. 

At Quidam ante alios notus Cognomine Taff, 
Et magis ingenio Celebris, cui P/a/lia nunquam 
Aqualem peperit, Faber idem, idemque Senator, 
«© Eximius, (ic orfus erat; ſi Gloria Gentis 
te Caſeus intereat, metuo ne tota Colonum 
© Deficiat cœna, & Menſæ Decus omne ſecundæ 
Divitibus pereat; 8 ergo Wallica Virtus 
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Et Feles nequeant ſuperare hæc Monſtra, fabrilis 

« Dexterea quid poſſit, quid Machina vafra, Doli- 

ue 

ce 3 ; Dolus, an Virtus, quis in Hoſte requirit ? 
Talia jactantem circumſtant undique fixis 

Hcerentus Oculis, ſperataque Gaudia læto 

Murmure certat ĩ teſtantur, & unde Salutem 

Promiſſam expeCtent, rogitanr, ardent que doceri. 
Ille Caput ſcalpens, (nam multum ſcalpere Cambris 

Expedi:) horrendum ſubriſit, & ora relolvens 

Talia Verba reſert. Cum tetlus Membra Quieti 

* Heſterna ſub Nocte dedi, & Sopor obruic altus 

« Lumina, Mus audax ſectatus, opinor, Quores 

* Quos non concoctus pingui exalavit ab Ore 

ce Caſeus, acceſſit furtim, & compage ſolutis 

“ Faucibus Ventris Opes rapere, heſternamque 

paravit | 

“Heu! male munito furari e Gutture Cœnam. 

* Excuflus ſubito Somnis, ſub Denhe Latronem, 

** Dum refilire parat, prenſi, fruſtraque rebellem 

© Mordaci Vinc' lo aſtrinxi. Sic Carcere Murem 

“ Pofle capi inſtructus, nova mox Ergaſtula, mecum 

e Hzc meditans, ſtatui fabricare, Animoq; Catenas 

« Effinxi tales, mihi quas ſuggeſſerat Oris 

«© Captivus. Mirum O! quali regit omnia Lege 

e Dextra Arcana Jovis! Quam cæcis Faſſibus errat 

«© Cauſarum Series! Mobis Mus ipſe Salutem 

ce Invitus dedit, & quos attulit ante Dolores, 

ce Tollere jam docuit ; neve hunc habuiſſe Magiſtrum 

Vos pudeat, Patres; Fus eſt vel ab Hoſte doceri. 
Hz#c ubi dicta, Domum repetit, comitantur eun- 

tem 

Plaudentes Populi, atque beniga Laboribus obtant 

Omnia, Tum celeri ſua quiſque ad Limina Curſu 

Nuncius it, Laribuſque reſert, que Munera Taff 

Ingenio ſperanda forent; dumque Ordine narraut 

Omnia, dumque Deis, ut tanta Incœpta ſecundent, 

Vota ferunt, monitz præſago Fectore Files, 


Plus 


Plus ſolito luſere, & (fi fas credere Famæ) 
Sub Manibus Matrum ſaliere Coagula Lactis. 

Interea Taft Manibuique Animoque vicifſim 
Inſtat magno Operi, & Divina Palladis Arte 
Muſcipulam ædiſicat; fit Machina mira, novaque 
Induitur Vultus ſpecie Tragi-comica Moles. 

Quin age, {i tibi, Muſa, vacat, SpeCtacula Pandas 
Infantis Fabricæ, & percurrens ſingula, rotam 
Compagem expedis. Quadrati Lamina Ligni 
Summum imumque tegic, Filorum Ferreus Ordo 
Munit utrumque latus, parviſque uti fulta Columnis 
Stat Domus; Introitus patet inſid iofus, Amicum 
Muribus Hoſpitium oſtentatus; ſed deſuper horret 
Javua, Perniciem minitans, tenuique Ruina 
Suſpenſa eſt Filo; (uſque adeo ſua Stamina Parca 
Muribus intexunt, & pendent Omnia Filo.) 

In ſummo Te&i, mediaque in Parte Tabellz, 


Stat Liguum, erectum, ſciſſo cum Vertice, cui Trabs 


Parvule tranſverſim inſeritur, juſteque libratas 
Utrinque extendit Palmas, quarum altera quantum 
Deprimitur, tantum annexam levat altera Portam. 
Interiore Domo, per Tecti exile Foramen 
Demiſſum pendet Ferrum, quod mobile ludit 

Huc illuc facili tactu; curvatur in Hamum 

Infima Pars, Eſcamque tenet; Pars altera prendit 
Perfidioſa Trabem extremam, at cum ſenſerit Hoſtem 
Lethales guſtaſſe Cibos, mora nulla, ſolutam 
Dimittit Portam, primumque ulciſcitur ĩctum. 

His ita diſpoſitis, pendentem protinus Hamum 
Induit Inſidiis Taff, exitioſaque Murs | 
Ipſa Alimenta facit, ſed quo fragrantior eſſet 
Caſeus, & Murem invitaret longius, Eſcam 
Fatalem torret Flammis, vimque addit Odori. 

Et jam Nox memoranda aderat, cum feſſa cubili 
Membra levans 740i. juxta pulvinat amicam 
Muſcipulam ſtatuit, fidoque Satellite tutus 
Indulſit facili Somno. Gens improba, Mures 
Laſcivi interea exiliunt, Noctiſque ſilentis 
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Præſidio confifi errant ; tum Naribus Acer 

Mus quidam, Dux eximus, Diis natus iniquis, 

Caſtra inimica perit, quo grato Flamine toſtus 

Caſeus allexit. Venienti primia reſiſtunt 

ogg 2 negant : ſed turpem ferre Re- 
Ifam ; 

Ille indignatus, Munimina ferrea circum 

Curſitat, & criſpat Naſum, introitumque ſagaci 

Explorat Barba ; jamque irremeablie Limen 

Ingreſſus, Votique potens, triſtem arripit Eſcam, 

Exitiomque vorat lætus, potiturque Ruina. 

Taff, exaudito Strepitu, quem pendula Porta 
Lapſa dedit, cubito erigiturThalamoque triumphans 
Exhilit, impatiens diſcendi, quis novus Hoſpes 
Venerat. Intereg furit intus Ridiculus Mus, 

Et Fronte, & Pedibus pugnat, jamque intervallis 
Clathrorum Caput impingit, Ferrumque fatigar 
Dentibus inſanis. Sic olim in Retia Marſus 
Actus Aper, fremit horrendus, ſinuoſaque quaſſat 
Vincula, Ludibrium Catulis, diffuſa per Armos 
It Spuma, arrectæque rigent in Pectore ſetæ. 
Poſtera Lux oritur, decurtunt Montibus altis 
Pracipites Cambri, nam cunctas venit ad Aures 
Res nova; quippe Aſinus, ſolita Gravitate remiſſa, 
Et jam Pigritiæ oblitus, laſcivior Hædo | 
Aſcendit Montem, qua Cambrum, diſſonus Ore, 
Preconem, ſimulans, ter rauco Gutture rudens, 
Te celebrat, Taff, ter publica narrat Amicis 
Guadia. Bubo etiam (Cambrorum) dictus ab illo 
Tempore Legatus) per compita ubique, per Urbes, 
Tota Nocte errans, Roſtrum ferale Feneſtris | 
Stridulus impegit, cecinirque inſtantia Mari 
Funera, Parturia- Montes; atque agmine denſo 
Penbrochiæ multus ruit incola, Meruiniæ que, 
Quique tenent Bonjum, & Mariduni Mœdia Vate 
Inclyta Merlino; veniunt fæcunda Glamorgan 
Quos alit, & YVage potor, rigiduſque Colonus 
Gomerici Montis. Tum, circumſtante _— 3 
udit 
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Illudĩt capto Taff, iratumque laceſſens, 
C Nequicquam luctetis, (ait) damnaberis Aræ 
« Victima prima meæ, memoriq; hæc Limina tinges 
« Sanguine ; Spes nulla eſt, ret ro fugientibus obſtans 
c Non exorandi Poſtes: Dabis, improbe, Pænas 
cc Pro Meritis, Vitamque ſimul cum Carcere linques. 
Vix ca fatus erat, cu Ludicra Felis apicro 
Culmine deſiliit Tecti, quo ſæpe ſolebat, 
Cruribus extenſius, molli langueſcere Luxu. 
Aſpicit inſtantem Captivus, & erigit Aures, 
Gibboſque riget Jergo, nec Limen apertum 
Jam tentare audet, ſed in iplo Carcere ſolam 
Spem Libertatis ponens, ſua Vincula prenſat 
Unguibus hamatis, Pedibuſque tenacibus hæret. 
Excutitur tamen; & Fits rapidiſſima Prædæ 
Involat, & fruſtra luctantem evadere ſævo Þ 
Implicat Amplexu, crudeliaque Oſcula figit. 
Nulla datur Requies; 'agilt Sinuamine Caudæ 
Gaudia teſtatur Victrix, & flexile Corpus 
Laſcivo verſans Saltu, modo Corpore prono 
Attente invigitat Muri, modo Colla benignis 
Unguiculis leviter palpans, mentitur Amorem 
Dum lacerare parat; varia fic arte jocoſam 
Barbariem exercet, lepidaque Tyrannide ludit. 
At Nugis tandem deffeſſa, nec amplius Iram 
Diſſimulans, acuic Dentes, & more Leonis 
Impaſti, incumbit Prædæ: Jam Pectore ab Imo 
Murmurat, & tremulos Artus, & Sanguine ſparſa 
Viſcera dilaniat. - Plebs circumtuſa cruorem 
Inviſum aſpiciens, lcecis clamoribus implent 
Ethera, Clamorcſque Echo, Cambræ Incola Tertæ, 
Lzte refert ; reſonant Plinlimmonts ardua Moles, 
Er Brechin, & Snbdon; Vicina ad Sidera fertur 
Plauſus, & ingenti ſtrepit Offe Foſſa Tumultu. 
Tu, Taſi, æternum vives ; tua Munera Cambri 
Nunc etiam celebrant, quotieſque revolvitur Annus, 
Te memorant ; Patrium Gens grata tuetur Honorem, 
Feſtivoque ornat redolentia Tempora Porro. 1 
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THE 


 MOUSE-TRAP, 


FO E M 


8 


bred, 
fed, 


IN G, Musk, the Briton, who on Mountains 


And like Saturnian Fove, with Goat's Milk 


In the cloſe Priſon of a wiry Houſe, 

By Magic Cunning, firſt incag'd a Mouſe; 
Notorious Felon, the dire Charms relate 
Which hurry*d on inextricable Fate: 


And thou, O Phæbus, if that Sound delight 
Thy willing Ear to aid the Poet's Flight, 


Or rather Smyntheus, thy Attention claim, 


To antient Mice a formidable Name: 


Now in my Breaſt let all thy Favour throng, 


And guide me in this unattempted Song. 
Forſake thy wonted Pindus, to deſcen 
From Cambrian Mountains, and my Toil befriend; 


While I, delighted with the. Task, tehearſe 


Small Actions, 


inted in heroic Verſe. 


A Mouſe, a Creature of that ſalvage Kind, 
Whom Nature form'd with a voracious Mind, 


Had long, unpuniſh'd, by ſucceſsful Toil 
Flouriſh'd on 


pine, and grown rich with Spoil. 


Secure he rang'd, and, like a Villain, play'd 
Where Hunger prompted, and where Laws * 
y 


\ 
G 
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By quick Excurſions on each Diſh he prey'd, 
And ſpoil'd the Viands whete his Teeth was laid. 
The nimble Rover, at each priva e Feaſt, 
Intruded boldly, an unbidden Gueſt: | 
Not Towers of Braſs, nor Doors of ſteel cou'd bar 
The greedy Tyrant from incroaching War. 
Cheeſe-cakes and Tarts, to ſtop his raging Luſt, 
Were fortify*d in vain with brittle Cruſt. 
With unbought Victory his Arms were crown'd, 
He found no Bars, or cat through what he found. | 

But while o'er all the World this Poiſon crept, 
Which, unreveng'd, the Deſolation wept. | 
Wales chiefly mourn'd the ruinous Diſeaſe, - 
A Nation fam'd for Valour and for Cheeſe ; | 
Cheeſe, the conſumate Diſh, and found Delight | 
For which alone a Mouſe would Cuſtards ſlight. | 
For thoſe by Fits, with nice and careleſs Play, j 
He licks, and wantons in the milky Way. ; f 


' 
| 
; 
. 


But Cheeſe ſupplies him with a double Treat, 

At Noon to riot, and at Night retreat, | | 

And be at once his Lodging, and his Meat. | 
This does their Paſſion, Grief and and Anger raiſe, ö 

And kindles the warm Nation to a Blaze; 

They tear and rave, and o'er the Mountains run, 

Fly to all Placcs, but ar Eaſe in none. 

For, as old Bards have in their Verſes ſung, 

The Cambrian Hearts with Wrath are quickly ſtung, 

As if their Souls, ſo wondrous prone to Ire, 

Were ting d with Brimſtone, and as ſoon took Fire. 
Nettled alike, now all conſent to ſhed 

Their bloody Vengeance on the curſed Head 

Of the vile Caitiff; how they might inſnare 

The wary Robber was their prudent Care. 

Long they debated on the ſureſt Courſe, 

Or — Stratagem, or open Force; 1 

And what brave Captain ſhould their Army lead, 

And quell the Monſter in extremeſt Need. 
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104 The Muuſe- Trap. 
The conquering Cat, who many Battles won, 
By whom the Race was only not undone, 

Was now deem'd uſeleſs; tho? ſhe us'd to keep ). 
A wakeful Guard, and nigh his Faſtneſs creep 

Or watch his Cavern with pretended Sleep, 

In vain ; the Thief, behind his Lines immur'd, 
Was by his native Littleneſs ſecur d. 

This was his Bulwark, and from hence he draws 
A ſtrong Advantage on more potent Claws. 

For it by Chance he ſmelt the Sentry's Face, 
Backward he ſlunk to his retiring Place, | 
Unpaſlable by ſtern Grimalkin's Race. ' 
Nor with new Sallies ventur'd out his Head, 

*Till Danger with the watchful Pyrate fled. 


Safe in his Harbour, till the Coaſt was clear, 


Whieh help'd his Courage, and ſecur'd his Fear, 
So when great Cæſar kept the World in Awe, 

And Britain yielded to the Roman Law, 

(If Cuſtom the Compariſon allows : 

Of Great with Small, a Je/bman with a Mouſe) 

The Welſh intrench'd, to ſhun the laſt of Ills, 

And burrough'd in their known impervious Hills. 

To Nature's Rampires the whole Nations flocks, 

And-skulks behind impenetrable Rocks. 


Deſpair compell'd them oft to quit the Field; 


They could not conquer, and they would not yield. 
Hence of Cadwalladars, and a long Row ].]- 


"Of Anceſtors, ſome thouſand Years ago, 


They vaunt, as Heralds born, and proudly boaſt - 

Their ancient Language, and unconquer'd Coaſt. 
Since then the Mouſe with adverſary Guiles 

Had oft out-generaPd Grimalkius Witkes ; 

And Cambria could no farther Hope deſery; 

Or from the Claws, or Craft of her Ally: 

A Parliament-is ſummon'd to appear 

And meet in Council on the Land's Frontier. 

Where now St. David's, once a noble Name, 


Mourns her loſt Titles, and diminiſh'd Fame: 
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Hither the Fathers, Lords, and Mob repair 
And ſtrong with Brimſtone ſcent the ambient Air. 
At this full Congreſs an old Sage appear d 

With hoary Head, and venerable Beard, 
Envy'd by Goats, which on the Mountains graze; 
His Hands all o'er incruſted; and his Face 
Foul with the known Diſtemper of the Place. 
Worn out with Years, he on a Poſt reclin'd, 
Which Cambrian Shoulders often us'd to grind, 
Unloaded'the Reſentment of his Min ct. 
He tura'd his Whiskers with a graceful Stroke, =: 
And in deep Tone, thus the grave Father ſpoke. 
c We're not aſſembled to provide Relief 
« ?Gainſt open Foes, but a clandeſtine Thief: 
« No fierce Invader from ſome foreign Part, 
« But lodg'd and harbour'd in the Country's Heart : 
The barb rous Tyrant rages where he pleaſe, 
6 And, abſolute, invades our Lorded Cheeſe. . 
« O Woe! O Griefof Griefs! O gallant Shame 
“To the try'd Valour of the Cambrian Name! 
te Shall we obey a ſawcy Mouſe, whoſe Rules 
« Are abſolute, and made for paſſive Fools; 
« No let it ne'er be ſaid----bur let us try 
« ur Force, and conquer in the Cauſe, or die. 
© Grave Senators, and venerable Peers, 
E YourCountry*sSword andShield, remove our Fears; 
« If any Hope or Remedy be leſt, PE, 
ce Unite, and combate with the growing Theft: 
ce So ſhall your Arms our ancient Fame renew, 
«© And braye Cadwalladars revive in you, 

He ſaid, and then expoſing to their Sight 
Half- eaten Relicks of the Tyrant's Spite; 
Trophies of Rapine, which too ſure betray 
How by the Dint of Teeth he forc'd his Way, 


And printed Conqueſt on his mouldy Prey. 


This ſtings the Blood, this blows the raging Fire 
And with new Fewel 2 Cambrian Ire. 
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106 The Mouſe-Trap: 


This in their Hearts does Emulation breed, 
Some dire Revenge, and ſome th' heroic Deed 
Inflames with Thirſt of Glory; all contend _ 
By various Deaths to work the Robber's End, 
And hammer on the Anvil of their Brain 
Incredible Machines of cruel Pain. 

The bearded Sires are on Deſtruction bent, 
And Fortune labours with the vait Event. 

Bur one above the reſt was moſt renown'd, 
Taphy his Name, than whom was never found 
A ſmarter Genius in the Country round: 

No Blackſmith for a Senator more fit, 
Surpaſſing all at Hammer or at Wir. 

He wav'd the greaſy Profits of his Trade, 
Whenever injur'd Wales implor'd his Aid. 

In Words, like theſe, the brave illuſt ous Man 
Attack'd his Audience, and he thus began; 

« Pathers and Brethren, it the Fame decreaſe 
* Of our rich Morſels, and our envy'd Cheeſe, 
The hungry Ploughman will moſt Damage feel, 
« And loſe at Supper a ſubſtantial Meal. 

« The Wealthy too will have a Loſer's Share, 


e And crown no Banquets with the dainty Fare. 


ce Since they nor we are able ro withſtand 

« The ſalvage Monſters which infeſt the Land; 

cc Since nor Grimalkin's Strength, nor Fraud prevail, 
« T'll try, if this Right Hand, this Head will fail. 
c ?Tis all the ſame, if with Succeſs we meet, 

«* Whether we gain by Valour or Deceit. 

This ſtrikes the Reverend Council with Surprize ; 
They gape, and ſtare, and liſten with their Eyes. 
A ſudden Joy does every Heart dilate 
In ſilent Wiſhes for their better Fate, 

To know the Means they earneſtly deſire, | 
And what, and when, and where, and how enquire? 


Then Taphy ſcratch'd his Head, a Pleaſure grown 


Familiar to the Cambrian Clime alone. of 


? 
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He grinn'd a horrid Laugh, and thus he faid ; 

© When Yeſter Night had calt her ſilent Shade, 

C And me ſurrender'd to reireſhing Sleep, 

«© Which on my Limbs and Eyes began to creep: 
* A Mouſe audacious tollow'd by Degrees 

c The fumy Stcams ot unconcocted Checle, 

* Which from my Mouth I threw ; the Pyrate leap'd 
ce Thro' my unguarded Jaws, and down ſhe ſlipp'd 
ce Into my Bowels, and began to prey 


* On th' undigeſted Meals ot Leſterday. 


« But while his Way the Thier returning ſought, 

& I ſhapt him, and between my Grinders caught; 

« Wak'd from my Sleep at ſome ſurprizing 
| Thought; 

e In vain the Rebel ſtruggled, and in vain 

e Us d his poor Strength to break the biring Chain. 

«© This Hint, at laſt, revolving in my Mind, 

e How Mice might be ſubdu'd, if once contin'd ; 

« The Notions crouded in my teeming Head, 

« And a new Priſon and new Fetters made, 

& From ſuch a Model taſhion'd and diſpos'd, 


As the late Captive of my Teeth inclos'd, 


« O wondrous! by what Art, what ſecret Springs 
The Hand uy e moves ſublunary Things? 
* How Nature does a conſtant 'Tenour keep ! 
* And what Effects from unthought Cauſes leap 1 
« Th' inſtructive Mouſe has taught us now to fave 
«* Our Checſe, and make the Conqueror a Slave, 
e And tho' unwilling cures the Wounds he gave. 
* Nor bluſh, grave Sires, that to a Mouſe you owe 
© The Stratagem-to work his Overthrow ; 
c *Tis wile to take Inſtructions from a Foe. 
This ſaid, the Congreſs roſe, and Taphy ſtrait 

To his reſpective Home repairs in State : 
Peals of Applauſe from th' attending Throng 
Wounded the A: her, as he paſt along. 
The tactling Nurſes ſpread abroad his Fame, 
And liſping Infants ſtammer our his Name: 
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All full of Taphy, none but Tapby ſing, ol 
What Wonders from his mighty Wir would ſpring ; 

How great the Nation's better- Hope would grow 

By conquering an hereditary Foe. 

But while they offer up their Prayers, to bleſs 

His Brains ingenious Iflue with Succeſs, 

Lo! wond'rous to behold ! the ſober Cat, 

Who by the Fire but now demurly ſat, 

Brisk as a Kitling, twir''d her boding Tail, 

And, it the Faith of Poets may prevail, 

The Curds were ſeen to dance within the Pu 
15 | (Pail. I' 

Mean time with Tooth and Nail, with Hand and 


| | (Brain, 
Did Taphy, like another Vulcan, ſtrain; 
While Pallas help'd him with her Art and Oil, 
To finiſh his divine, laborious Toil, 
A. Mouſe trap call'd, not heard before, nor ſeen 
A wond'rous Tragi-Comical Machine. | | 
And now, my Muſe, do thou vouchſafe to ray 


Deſcribe this Fabric in no vulgar Stile, 

And paint the niceſt Parts of the ſtupendous Pile; Y' 

In Form quadrangular two Planks are laid, Eos 

One founds the Baſis, and one crowns the Head, 

The Sides around are fortify'd with Wires, 

On which ſtrong Columns the whole Houſe aſpires: 

An Entry does inſidiouſſy entice 

With hoſpitable Look che Pilgrim Mice: 

But from above depends a threat'ning Board, 

Hung by a Twine like Damocles's Sword. 

(So all are ſerv'd by Fates who weave the Doom) 

Of Mice and Men upon one common Loom! 

High on the Surface of the Fabrick ſtands 

A Pole, on whoſe notch'd Head a Beam expands 

Its wooden Arms, and pois'd alike in all, 

One End mounts upwards by the other's Fall. 

Within the Dome a ſlender Wire depends, ; 

Which from the Top thro? a ſmall Hole * 
5 Whic 
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Which pendulouſly wantons here and there, 

And at the ſlighteſt Touch plays looſe in Air. 

The lower Part a Hook, portending Fate, 

Bur fleſh'd and brib'd with an alluring Bait: 

The upper Part does treacherouſſy ſeem 

To bite with Iron Tooth th' extreameſt Beam; 

But ſoon as ſhe has ielt the nibbling Foe, 

She drops her Hold, and lets the Portal go : 

There, without Bail or Main- prize, or Relief, 

She ſhops for Life (too ſhort ! ) the greedy Thief. 

Thus far the Taphy play'd the Builder's Part, 

A Pile erected by the Rules of Art. 

But now to furniſh his enchanted Houſe, 

And kill with Kindneſs the devoted Mouſe; 

In Flames he fortifies the ſcented Bait, 

And loads the cheating Hook with luſcious Fate. 
And now was come the memorable Night, 

Deſign'd to do the ſuffering Cambrians Right, 

Down on his Bed undaunted Taphy lay, 

And in fofc Slumbers loſt the Toils of Day ; 

The friendly Engine near his Pillow kept 

A faithful Guard, while the bold Hero ſlept. 

Mean time the Mice, a frisking Nation, play'd, 

Prote&ed by the Night's officious Shade, 

A. Mouſe of high Degree did firſt expoſe 5 
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His valiant Life in queſt of Prey, and Foes, 
Of ſharpeſt Teeth, and moſt ſagacious Noſe. 
But vain's our Courage, if a luckleſs Sign 
With Beams malignant on our Cradle ſhine; 
Or if a Mouſe of hopeful Parts be torn, 
Grimalkin's Victim, and a Velſbman's Scorn. 

Up ftrait the Leader march'd, his Prey toScize ; 
For to his Noftrils ſome auſpicious Breeze | 
Had borne the grateful Scent of toaſted Cheeſe. 
But wiry Palliſades impeach his Way, 
And the firſt Onſet of his Fury ſtay, 

Let his great Soul a vile Repulſe diſdains, 
And double Vigour trom Reſiſtance gains ; wo 
| it 
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With curling Noiſe and ſcarching Beard explores 
An Entrance at th' inexorable Doors, 
Which upward held, the willing Gueſt admit 
To taſte his Ruin in the ſavoury Bit; 
Then dropping downwards with a frightful Sound, 
Th' unhappy Captain of the Mice ſurround. 
The ſudden Noiſe rous'd Taphy from Repoſe, 
Who at the Call of Victory arole : 
He burns impatiently to know, and learn 
This new Ad+enture of a high Concern. 
Mean time the Mouſe, his Conqueſt raves within, 
And bounces in th? irrefragable Gin. 
New to his Priſon, and new faſhion'd Hold, 
He fumes and ſtamps, like Bajazet of old. 
His Head againſt the ſlender Bars he beats, 
And with mad Teeth th' impaſſive Iron eats ; 
So when a Hunter toils a Marian Boar ; 
The Woods rebellow with his hideous Roar ; 
The Youth arround his idle Tusks deride, 
The Sport of Maſtiff, who afflict his Side: 
His uſeleſs Foam he on his Shoulders throws, 
And on his Back a briſtly Foreſt grows. 

The Morning Sun diſcovers to the Sight 
The Triumphs of the Trap, and ſilent Night, 
From their ſteep Mountains the ſwiſt Cambrians run, 
And with Huzza's proclaim the Battle won. 
The Aſs, an Enemy to Toil and Pain, 
Had chang'd his Nature to a merry Vein : 
Frisk'd like a Kid, and like a Lambkin play'd, 
And thrice the publick Joy he loudly bray'd : 
Thee, Taphy, thrice he roars to Hills around, 
Thee, Taphy, thrice the echoing Hills reſound. 
The hooting Owl (ſince that auſpicious Time 
Declar'd the Herald of the Cambrian Clime) 
All Night through open Streets and Cities flew, 
And his preſaging Beak againſt the Windows threw : 
Loudly he rang trom his unluckly Throat 
The Captive's fatal Knell with diſmal Note. 


The 
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ce In vain, vile 


The, Mouſe-Trap III 


The Mountains travel, and from Pembroke come 
A Clan of Tenants, from * Mervizia ſome: 
Some Colonies from f Maridunum throng, 
Renown'd for Merlin in the Britiſh Song. 
With thoſe who dwell nigh mitred Bangor's Walls, 
And thoſe, where Vaga into Severe falls; 
With thoſe who climb Montgomery's ſteep Hill, 
Or fruitful Vallies of Glamorgan till. ** 
Then Taphy with ſacraſtic Voice exults, 
And thus the raging little Slave inſults: 

Gitiff, doſt thou tear and rend, 
& And at the Bar of Deftiny contend : | 
« In vain with ſtamping Feet and Teeth aſſail, 
« Nor will thy boaſted Liedienels prevail. 
« Remember now, thy Thefts and Plunders all 
c Start up in Judgment, and for Vengeance call. 
« In vain you ſeek juſt Puniſhment to fly, 
« Thoſe Bars all Hupes of an Eſcape deny. 


ce No! wicked Victim, thou art doom'd to ee 


ct And with thy Blood this Floor, this Altar feed; 
ce And may all ravenous Mice, like thee ſucceed. J 
He faid, and Puſs, who the Proceedings ſpy'd, 
Leap'd from a neighb'ring Rool's warm ſunny Side, 
Where ſhe was wont to bask, and wear away 
In Luxury and Eaſe a Summer's Day. = 
The captive Mouſe had kenn'd her from afar, _ 
And now intent to ſhun the coming War, 
He ſeeks no Flight, but more improv'd in Fears, 
Briſtles his crumpled Back, and pricks his Ears ; 
To *ſcape the ſtern devuuring Motſer's Jaws, 


His Hope of Safety from his Priſon draws, 


And hugs his Fetters with tenacious Claws. 

But all in vain ; for Puſs expecting lay 

With nimble Feet to ſeize her panting Prey; 

On whom, when ſhaken trom his Holds, ſhe flies, 
And fixes cruel Kiſſes on her Prize. 

She tells what ſecret Joys within prevail, 

By wanton Motions of her twirling Tail. 


| Sometimes 
£ Merjonethſhice, | Carmatthen, 
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112 The Mouſe-Trap. 
Sometimes ſhe, careleſs on the Ground reclines, 
Still watchful on her Captive's dark Deſigns ; _ 
Sometimes ſhe paws his Neck, and licks his Face, 
And girdshim with a barbarous Embrace : 

With ſportive Cruelty, a ſubtle Task, 

She acts the Tyrant in a Lover's Mask. 

But now the merry Scene of Actionꝰs paſt, 

And, like an unfed Lioneſs, at laſt, 

Tir'd wich her wanton Play, and trifling Toil, 

She growls and grumbles o'er her trembling Spoil ; 
And while his Bowels and his Limbs ſhe rends, 
Loud Acclamation to the Clonds aſcends. 

Echo, the Tenant of the Cambrian Hills, 

With the repeated Shout the Cavern fills. 
Brethin, and Snowdon, and Plinlimnon's Mount, 
And:Ofa's Diteh the various Toils recount : 
Reſound the Fortune of their Country's Wars, 
Their ſlaughter'd Tyrant, and their finiſh'd Jars, 
And bear the Triumph to the neighb*ring Stars. 
But thou, O Taphy, in my Verle ſhalt live 
The long Eternity which Poets give. I 
The Welch with annual Joy preſerve thy Fame, . 
Thou brighteſt Honour of the Cambrian Name 
Thy Country does with Gratitude o'erflow, © 
And tho' no conquering Bays ſhe can; beſtow, © 
Yet fragrant Leeks ſhall for thy Brows inſtead of 
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